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Hello Dr. Boone,

My name is Spencer Goodlett, a current student at MSMS. | am emailing to address my concerns
with the proposal from MSU of MSMS moving to Starkville. | feel as though the combining of MSMS with
Starkville high will damage the quality education that MSMS offers and the school’s reputation, leading
to less opportunities for students. What makes MSMS so unique is that it is a high school that functions
the same as a college. Turning it into a normal high school will take away that charm. If MSMS
functioned as a normal high school, | would not have applied because the college aspect of MSMS was
one of the main reasons | wanted to get away from my old school. MSMS operates very differently from
normal high schools, and forcing the students and faculty to make that drastic change would cause
stress and turmoil. When students have tests that they need to study for or essays that need to be
written, coaches, band directors, and club leaders understand that they might need to miss practice,
games, or meetings to make sure that the student is able to succeed academically. At a normal school,
that would not fly as easily. If someone were to tell their coach that they had to miss a game to study for
a test, they would be judged. Another key factor that makes it difficult for MSMS students and Starkville
High students to integrate would be the fact that MSMS would be residential, while Starkville students
would not be. Here at MSMS, if students do not have a class at a certain time, or even the whole day,
they would not need to go to school. With little entertainment outside the proposed school, such as a
downtown area like the one in Columbus, students would be left to wander off to places they are not
allowed to like the existing partnership school. An aspect of MSU’s proposal that | thought was lacking
was about the dorm life at the proposed new school. The dorms and the educational facilities are
separated just by what seems to be a very small residential neighborhood. This would easily allow
Starkville students to enter MSMS dorms as long as an MSMS student was able to open the door.

While | do find some pros in merging MSMS with a normal high school, those pros still have their
own cons. Starkville high devotes more to sports and extracurriculars than MSMS does, so it would be
beneficial for the teams to join. But that would also get rid of any pride MSMS athletes have for their
teams because it would not feel as much like their team anymore. | would also be concerned that a lot
of the students at MSMS would get bullied on these teams and by other students from Starkville. MSMS
prides itself on being diverse and inclusive of everyone. And while many schools would also like to say
that they are inclusive, MSMS is one of the few where that is actually true. At my old school, | was afraid
to fully express myself because | was scared that if | did, | would be made fun of and called homophobic
slurs. At my old school, | would not have had the courage to join cross country like | did at MSMS, or any
other sport for that matter. I've never been to Starkville High, but assuming it functions like other high
schools in Mississippi, | would have the same concern. That is why | believe MSMS is a school that needs
to function on its own to succeed. MSMS is currently its own high school, not a branch of another
school, and that is how things should stay.



A large part of the reason | applied to MSMS is because | wanted to get away from my normal
high school and to work with other students that were on a similar level of intellect. Allowing SOCSD
students to partake in the same classes and be given the same education as us MSMS students would
invalidate all the hard work we had to go through to get here, since the Starkville students would be
given those opportunities without going through the same struggles that we went through. We had to
increase our ACT score, make sure we got good grades, write essays, submit an application similar to
that of a college application, and get interviewed, all over the course of many months. This consolidation
feels more like a regression of MSMS, not a progression, only really benefitting SOCSD students.

If MSMS were to be located near MSU, | would be scared for my safety. The proposed location of
MSMS is located near a field with nowhere interesting to go. Here at Columbus, there is a downtown in
walking distance to explore and keep students’ minds busy. But with MSU’s proposed location, MSMS
students have nowhere to go but MSU campus. Unlike the MUW campus, the MSU campus is extremely
large and has a student population almost five times that of MUW. It would be so easy for an MSMS
student to get lost or ignored in the crowd of people. It would only take one college student to sweep up
a high school student and no one would see. This issue gets even worse when you take into account that
tenth graders, fifteen or even fourteen-year-olds, would be added to the school. MUW'’s student
population is primarily composed of women while MSU’s student population is more evenly split. The
unfortunate reality is that men are much more likely to harm others more than women, and with the
already increased student population, this drastically raises the chances of an awful act happening to an
MSMS student. Upping security around MSMS would not solve this issue either. While Starkville
students can go home at the end of the school, MSMS students would still be stuck at their dorms. It
would feel like the students were locked up at their school, and no one wants to be stuck at school for
weeks on end. This is another reason why | would not be able to attend MSMS if it was placed in this
proposed location. My parents and | would both be scared for my safety.

Another part of the MSU proposal that | felt could have gone more into the specifics of is the
kind of food that would be served there. It seems as though we MSMS students would only be receiving
high school quality food, instead of the college food we have now. That alone would dissuade me from
attending the school. While students at a normal high school are able to only put up with bad food for
one meal a day for five days of the week, we residential students would have to eat this poor-quality
food three times a day for seven days a week, and likely multiple weeks in a row. | told my mom that |
would have to make all my meals because | would be scared | would end up malnourished. That is just
not something a sixteen-year-old could succeed at, as there would only be a limited number of meals |
could make, especially with only one small kitchen for the whole dorm and a minifridge.

There are some things about MSU’s proposal that | commend. | appreciate they stated that they
would want to upgrade the arts offered at MSMS because as someone who plans to major in animation
and enjoys all kinds of art, that department is lacking at MSMS currently. However, a lot of the other
pros to the proposal are things MUW already offers here. While | do feel that MUW could improve on
MSMS’s current position, the university is doing the best it can with what it has. | believe that what is
holding MUW back from doing so, is that they are just not being funded enough to do so. Even with the
crisis that MUW is going through because of a declining budget, MUW was able to get us a new band
hall this year with MSMS only having to pay to get the lights replaced. All this being said, the negatives
of the MSU proposal largely outweigh the negatives of MSMS'’s current standing at MUW.

Overall, | feel that there is no possible way in which the MSU plan could be altered enough to
where it would be more beneficial and safer than where MSMS is now. If MSU really wanted MSMS
students to succeed and stay in Mississippi, they would offer a full ride, or at least a full tuition
scholarship to MSMS graduates like MUW and USM have done. | have heard from many seniors here at
MSMS that they were considering going to MSU, but they were not quite sure about it. If they were
guaranteed a free ride at MSU, | think that decision could easily be solidified.



Thank you for listening to my thoughts and concerns about the MSU proposal.

Sincerely,

Spencer Goodlett

He/Him
MSMS C/0O 2026



ﬂ Outlook

MSMS Proposals

From Mickey Gousset <mickey.gousset@gmail.com>
Date Thu 2/27/2025 12:28 PM
To  SecondaryEducation <secondaryeducation@mdek12.org>

[External Email

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the MDE organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi.

I'm Mickey Gousset. | was a member of the first graduating class at MSMS (1990). | attended MSU, and
have worked my entire career in the state of Mississippi. | can pinpoint all the success | have had to
attending MSMS from 1988-1990.

While | am disappointed in both proposals, | feel the MUW proposal has more merit.

The MSU proposal has several flaws:

1. It takes away from the "special” that is MSMS, by lumping MSMS students together with SHS
students

2. It seems to remove the academic focus of MSMS, which is a core institution principle

3. It also seems to allow students to attend who didn't go through the application process

What MSMS needs, and has needed for some time, is more funding for decent facilities. It also bothers
me that the process didn't even seem to start with MSMS providing information on what they need.
Instead, this looks like a "land grab" from the Starkville Oktibbeha County School System.

| find the MUW campus a better place for the school to be located, if the funds would be allocated for
the needed renovations. It is a smaller campus, conducive to protecting high school age kids.

| hope this situation will be considered with extreme care, and that MDE and the state legislation will
consider what is best for MSMS. The MSU proposal has too much of a pro-starkville slant to it.

Mickey Gousset
662-322-7550
mickey.gousset@gmail.com




m Outlook

MSMS Proposals

From JM G <jmg201400@gmail.com>
Date Tue 3/4/2025 2:17 PM
To  SecondaryEducation <secondaryeducation@mdek12.org>

External Email

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the MDE organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless youl
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

My daughter is MSMS class of 2020. | was so happy and anxious for her to be able to attend MSMS
because our home school did not offer the courses or excellence in teaching that MSMS offers. My
daughter is not the most intelligent person from her home school, but | knew she would rise to meet
the challenge of MSMS, even when she was wait-listed. The environment at our home school was
rough, with some kids trying to refrain from even going to the bathroom to avoid bullying or violence.
One of her classmates was shot outside of school hours and learning was beyond challenging when
stuck in a classroom surrounded by peers who did not want to be there, let alone explore scholarly
endeavors.

MSMS gave my daughter a chance to improve her ACT 10 points, meet others from all over the state
and a myriad of backgrounds, and still be a teen. | struggle to imagine how integration in Starkville
high would give these bright students the safe spaces to be who they can be, and | struggle even
more to imagine how the influence of more than 20,000 college students surrounding them would
help ensure safe collegiate spaces for them. At the W, MSMS students get the advantages of college
environments, but in a much less traversed campus. They rarely interacted with the college students,
even walking around campus or going to the cafeteria, and basically had the run of the study rooms at
the library. Starkville has too many distractions and many more older students to potentially interact
with or be interfered by.

Please continue to provide the excellent exchanges in multiple universities that the MSMS students
have, but keep them in the Columbus bubble at the W.

Sincerely,
Julie Grady
MSMS parent
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To whom it may concern:

My name is Edith-Marie Green and | am a 2019 graduate of the Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science. | am currently
a PhD student at the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Medicine and Public Health. My time at MSMS fundamentally
shaped my future and helped me become the person | am today; thus, | am deeply invested in the future of the school.

When comparing the proposals submitted by MUW and MSU, the MUW proposal is evidently the better of the two. Their
proposal emphasizes not only the long-term relationship that the university has had with the school, but also various
mechanisms and plans through which that relationship could be strengthened. Additionally, the location of MUW is ideal. The
smaller size of the university means that MSMS students get some independence without being overwhelmed; the campus is
easy to traverse and get around. Where MUW is situated in town means that students can quickly and easily walk downtown for
a variety of reasons; during my time as a student, | walked to church every Sunday and also went to coffee shops and
bookstores with my friends. MSMS being at MUW helps support both MUW and the overall city of Columbus as well. Overall,
the MUW proposal emphasizes the benefits to MSMS that could happen if the school remains where it is and is focused on
making MSMS an even better school than it already is.

The MSU proposal, on the other hand, falls short. The main issue is the emphasis on how MSMS will benefit the Starkville
Oktibbeha Consolidated School District (SOCSD). Students at MSMS are already offered more varied and advanced courses
than students at other high schools, especially those in SOCSD. For example, when | was a student at MSMS, | took interesting
classes not often offered to high school students like Russian, African-American history, Shakespeare | and Il, astrophysics, and
epidemiology. MSMS also already has its own vibrant extracurriculars and school spirit (yes, there are even sports teams). A
large portion of the introduction of this proposal is focused on the nature of the SOCSD. MSMS has never offered classes to
students enrolled in high schools in Columbus for two key reasons. First, MSMS is a difficult school with a rigorous curriculum,
and the college-like application process is key to ensuring that students who take classes there are prepared. Second, the
residential aspect of the school is absolutely vital to the experience. Even now, students who live in Columbus who attend
MSMS cannot live at home and have to live at the school. It would also be unfair for SOCSD students to benefit from MSMS
simply because they happen to live where the school is. Furthermore, many of the details that MSU proposes are the same as
those proposed by MUW. We already have access to the town via MUW'’s prime location in Columbus; the proposed location at
MSU is distant from many things. MSMS has its own shuttle system and already has access to state-of-the-art facilities like the
library and gym at MUW.

| also have some concerns about the MSU campus environment. Although | went to UM for my bachelor’s degree, my entire
family, immediate and extended, works at MSU (and therefore live in Starkville), most of them went to MSU, and my sister-in-
law is currently a PhD student there. | know that MSU is a much bigger university with a much larger student population and a
significant party culture, including large fraternities on campus. | do not think that is a safe environment for high schoolers to be
in, even if the complex will be on the edge of campus. And speaking of the edge of campus, the MSU campus is much larger
than the MUW campus, making it more difficult to get around. | will also mention here that my entire family is also opposed to
the MSU proposal.

Most importantly of all, the constant referrals to the “the SOCSD high school/MSMS:E complex” indicate that this
proposal is focused on how the move will benefit Starkville and MSU, NOT how it will benefit MSMS. The focus of the
proposals should be on MSMS and its future.

All in all, | feel strongly that the MSU proposal, which should really be called the MSU/SOCSD proposal, is deeply flawed, and
as it stands, the MUW proposal is much better. Although | am not completely opposed to a move, | think that the move should
have MSMS's best interests at heart, and not be focused on other parties. Additionally, more funding should be provided to

MSMS generally. The school is an important asset for our state and at the moment, MSMS students annually go to the Capitol



simply to advocate for getting an education. They have been doing this since | was a student there; | attended a Capitol Day, as
we call them, myself.

I hope that my comments are useful and taken into consideration when determining the future of MSMS. As an alum, | have a
vested interest in the school’s future and other students getting to experience the amazing benefits | did.

Best,
Edith-Marie Green

Edith-Marie Green

PhD Student, Population Health Sciences
Project Assistant, Wisconsin Sleep Cohort Study
University of Wisconsin-Madison

School of Medicine and Public Health
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Dear Dr. Boone,

| am writing to express my full support for keeping MSMS on the MUW campus.

As A father of a 2024 alumni and two daughters one who's currently in the application process and one
who hopes to go in 2027.

| have seen first hand what an amazing place MSMS is, MUW provides the perfect location for our kids to
learn the responsibilities of being away from home. The community that Columbus offers to the school is
one of a deep history with the MSMS. My daughter got to be a part of Tales From The Crypt being able
to walk to the Columbus library and study the history for the class and then to perform in the cemetery
for hundreds of people is an amazing experience.MSMS being on MUW provides the perfect incubator
for our kids to learn and grow without being overwhelmed. The MSMS faculty and staff do an amazing
job of preparing them for life and college. The msu proposal just sounds like a plan to swallow MSMS
and turn it into something else entirely.It's already one of the top schools in the country, just imagine
what it could be if it's funded properly! But | think it's imperative that it stays on MUW campus! As a
parent | have real concerns about it being in close proximity to that size of college. | work in Starkville
and on MSU campus and | don't see any way they will be able to keep the students separate from the
college students.They do a great job of this at MUW I've seen it first hand.

| believe that sharing spaces with Starkville high school will no doubt ruin the unique experience that
makes MSMS the successful school that it is. | hope that MDE can put the politics aside and do what's
best for MSMS.

And properly funded MSMS on MUW's campus!

Thanks, Rivers Griffin



March 4, 2025

Dr. Donna Boone

Chief Academic Officer

MS Department of Education
359 North West Street
P.0.Box 771

Jackson, MS 39205-0771

Re: The future of MSMS
Dear Dr. Boone,

1 wish to offer my humble opinion on the future location of MSMS. After reading both the Proposal from MUW to
Continue, and to Grow, the Partnership with the MS School for Mathematics and Science on the MUW Campus and the
Proposal for MSMS Expansion submitted by MSU, it is my feeling that continuing to operate on the campus of MUW is in
the best interest of the students chosen to attend MSMS.

Although I have lived in Alabama for the last 40+ years, | feel that the Golden Triangle area is my life-long home. Born and
raised in West Point; grew up visiting family in Oktibbeha County; shopping in Columbus, it seemed natural when the
Golden Triangle was formed, aithough | do not believe there has been the collaboration that was envisioned. | am a
graduate of Starkville Academy and Mississippi State University. My home in AL is only 3 miles across the state line, so
when we leave home going to town, we are headed into Columbus, MS.

As a parent of 6 adult children (ages 36-50) and Granny to 15 grandchildren (ages 2-23), education has always been of the
upmost importance in our family. We followed closely the development and creation of the Alabama School of Math and
Science; two of our children and one grandchild are graduates, and also the creation of the MS School of Math and
Science, which was at our back door step, on the MUW campus in Columbus. We have one grandchild that has graduated
from MSMS and is attending Davidson College on a full scholarship, and another grandchild who has applied to attend
MSMS starting next year.

{ feel that building on the infrastructure already in place is wiser than starting from the ground up. It also preserves part
of Mississippi’s heritage in the buildings on the campus of MUW. | also feel like Columbus offers more of a small town
atmosphere to the students; many who are away from home and family for the first time.

1 do not share the opinion that it would be beneficial to MSMS students to be on a campus with middle school and high
school students on the MSU campus. | believe, as much as possible, the MSMS students need to be their own
community, functioning within the greater community. It appears to me that MSMS already has the advantage and
benefit of research opportunities at MSU and will soon also have partnerships with other universities across the state.

| agree with the statement from MUW's proposal . . . The partnership between MSMS and MUW is a proven success; the
decision to keep MSMS at MUW rather than start over in another location is both fiscally responsible and academicaliy
sound and will continue to provide a safe, supportive environment in which these students can thrive and prepare
themselves for lives of influence and service.

Respectfuily submitted by a concerned grandparent,

1205 00w /%////%/m

Kathleen Y. Griffin
kathleenygriffin@gmail.com
601-826-5656

189 County Road 89
Ethelsville, AL 35461
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Hello Dr. Boone,

My name is Maple Giriffin, | have lived in Columbus the majority of my life and graduated as Vice
President from The Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science last year. | am writing to you about
the recent legislative actions concerning MSMS to share my perspective as a recent student and to
express my belief that it is imperative for MSMS to stay on the campus of MUW and not move to MSU.

Not only did MSMS give me the opportunity to attend Davidson College on an all-paid scholarship, but it
wasn’t until | began college that | fully realized how valuable my experience at MSMS was to my future
and success. What makes MSMS so special is that it is not a regular high school, in fact, it is very
different from New Hope High School, which | previously attended, and any other high school I've had
contact with within the state of Mississippi. Combining MSMS'’s resources with Starkville High School
would damage the unique environment MSMS has, which is ultimately the reason it has for the past 36
years - and continues to - shape extremely successful, compassionate, and driven individuals. It is these
people who in turn help shape the state of Mississippi, from within the state and outside of it.

MSMS taught me how to collaborate, care for, and empathize with people from different backgrounds. It
taught me how to balance my own schedule of rigorous academics, demanding extracurriculars, and
building meaningful relationships all while taking care of my own space and chores. Apart from all the
knowledge | gained, these skills are what prepare the students to be successful in university as well as
in everyday life afterward, which is MSMS’s mission. | believe that for the future of Mississippi, as well as
the country, the state should be extremely dedicated to continuing these resources for students, as well
as continuing to invest in improving the current campus on MUW, not attempting to move it. While from
an outside perspective it may seem that MSU would in fact support or improve this community and future
students, | hope to reassure you that it would not.

| lived on the MUW campus for 2 years and | have lived in Columbus my whole life. | have also been to
Starkville and MSU countless times. For MSMS to create and foster the unique and enriched community
that it does, it needs to be focused on solely that. MUW provides a safe and focused campus to achieve
this. Student facilities are close together and not shared with another high school. MUW is not as
overwhelming as MSU is, and arguably, safer. The faculty is solely concerned with the success of MSMS
students, not the collaboration of Starkville High School students. There is no reason these two facilities
should be combined. If this happens, it defeats the purpose of MSMS — there would be no distinction.
Each Starkville High School student has the equal opportunity to apply and attend MSMS just as every
other student in the state does.

On the subject of resources, | believe there would be virtually no difference between staying on the
campus of MUW vs. moving to MSU. Students still have the opportunity to use MSU resources such as
research or mentorship at MUW; these resources are already available while being at MUW. If it is a
concern to provide more MSU resources to MSMS students, | believe anything could be possible while
keeping MSMS on the MUW campus. | would also point out that while rigorous, MSMS s still a high
school and does not necessarily need all the resources MSU may provide and that MUW also provides
many resources for the students.



| greatly hope that you take these points into account when considering moving MSMS to MSU. As a
recent student, | feel that my perspective reflects the same sentiment many MSMS faculty, staff,
students, and alums also share. MSMS is truly a unique experience that has forever changed my life and
something | will be eternally grateful for. It is a unique and individual school that | hope will continue to
shape many more students’ lives in the years to come.

Sincerely,

Maple Griffin
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Luddy School of Informatics, Computing and Engineering
919 E. 10th Street

Bloomington, IN 47408

Dana M. Habeeb

Assistant Professor in Informatics

dhabeeb@iu.edu

March 4, 2025

Dr. Donna Boone
Chief Academic Officer
Mississippi Department of Education

Dear Dr. Boone,

I am writing to express my strong support for keeping the Mississippi School for Mathematics and
Science (MSMS) at its current location on the campus of the Mississippi University for Women (MUW)
in Columbus. As a native Mississippian, born and raised in Pascagoula, and a proud 1997 graduate of
MSMS, I feel deeply invested in the school’s continued success and its role in shaping the future of young
Mississippians. Furthermore, as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Informatics at Indiana
University, I can directly attest to the long-lasting impact MSMS has had on my academic and
professional journey.

MSMS has consistently ranked among the top ten academic high schools, not just in Mississippi or the
South, but in the nation. Its rigorous curriculum and commitment to excellence have provided students
with unparalleled educational opportunities, and its impact extends far beyond STEM education. While
MSMS has always had a strong focus on science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, its
commitment to the humanities, arts, and social sciences has been equally instrumental in shaping well-
rounded, thoughtful leaders. The school's location in Columbus is an integral part of this experience.
Students benefit from unique experiential learning opportunities such as the annual Pilgrimage and Tales
from the Crypt, which provide invaluable insight into Mississippi’s rich and complex history. These
experiences foster a deeper understanding of our state's past, its cultural significance, and its role in
shaping the broader American narrative.

The proposal to relocate MSMS and shift its primary focus almost entirely to STEM represents a
significant weakness. My own experience at MSMS exemplifies why a comprehensive education—
including the arts, humanities, and social sciences—is essential. The balance of STEM and humanities at
MSMS provided me with a robust educational foundation that shaped my career and my identity. More
importantly, it was my time at MSMS that instilled in me an unwavering pride for the state of Mississippi.
The school's curriculum did more than prepare me academically; it provided me with a deep
understanding of our state’s unique history, culture, and contributions to the world. If MSMS had only
focused on STEM education, I would not be the person I am today.

While MSMS does require improvements in infrastructure, relocating the school is not the solution. The
dormitories need updates, but they do not require entirely new facilities. Instead of investing in relocation,



funds should be used to modernize current academic facilities, particularly in areas such as laboratory
spaces, technology, cloud computing, and software resources. This targeted investment would ensure that
MSMS remains a top-tier academic institution while preserving the valuable interdisciplinary education it
provides.

Relocating MSMS to Mississippi State University (MSU) would introduce several significant challenges.
First, it would expose high school students—many of whom are away from home for the first time—to a
university setting that is not designed for 16-year-olds. MSU’s campus does not provide the structured
and secure environment necessary for high school students, potentially making their transition to
independent living more difficult. Additionally, placing MSMS at MSU would likely result in students
being housed on the outskirts of campus, creating a non-walkable experience that forces them to rely on
cars or other forms of transportation—an unnecessary and burdensome complication.

Another critical concern is the current proposal’s suggestion that MSMS facilities would be shared with
Starkville High School students. This arrangement raises multiple logistical and academic concerns,
potentially diminishing the unique environment that has made MSMS so successful. MSMS thrives as a
dedicated space for Mississippi’s most talented students to immerse themselves in a challenging academic
setting, and sharing resources with a traditional high school could compromise that mission.

Keeping MSMS at MUW ensures that future generations of students will continue to benefit from the
holistic, interdisciplinary approach that has made the school such a success. I strongly urge you to
maintain MSMS in its current location and uphold the integrity of its comprehensive educational mission.

Sincerely,

Ombbdoats

Dr. Dana Habeeb

1997 Graduate, MSMS
Assistant Professor
Department of Informatics
Indiana University
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Cc  Ronnie McGehee <rmcgehee@mdek12.org>; Bill Jacobs <bjacobs@mdek12.org>; Matt Mayo
<mmayo@mdek12.org>; Wendi Barrett <wbarrett@mdek12.org>; Glen East <geast@mdek12.org>; Matt
Miller <mmiller@mdek12.org>; Mike Pruitt <mpruitt@mdek12.org>; Billye Jean Stroud
<bstroud@mdek12.org>; Mary Werner <mwerner@mdek12.org>; Matt Furnari
<mfurnari@lowndescountyms.com>; Andy Williamson <awilliamson@lowndescountyms.com>; Jeff Smith
<jsmith@lowndescountyms.com>; Leroy Brooks <lbrooks@lowndescountyms.com>;
thudson.simsandsims@yahoo.com <thudson.simsandsims@yahoo.com>; Jay Fisher
<jfisher@lowndescountyms.com>; Cindy Goode <cgoode@lowndescountyms.com>; Dana McLean
<dmclean@house.ms.gov>; andy.boyd1957 @gmail.com <andy.boyd1957@gmail.com>;
kkarriem19@yahoo.com <kkarriem19@yahoo.com>; Chuck Younger <cyounger@senate.ms.gov>
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Dr. Boone,
Please see the attached resolution from the Lowndes County Board of Supervisors to be recorded with

other stakeholder comments in regards to the disposition of the Mississippi School of Mathematics and
Science.

Please note that in 1987, the Lowndes County Board of Supervisors allocated $1,000,000 as seed
money for MSMS to begin serving Mississippi’s best and brightest on MUW’s campus. Itis
unfathomable for us to imagine the Mississippi State Board of Education recommending the removal of
MSMS from the MUW campus and ignoring that original investment.

The resolution stands on its own without any further explanation.

With regards,

Trip Hairston
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Trip Hairston, President



Lowndes County Board of Supervisors



Serving District 2



1121 Main Street



P.O. Box 1364



Columbus, MS 39703



(662) 251-5006 Cell



RESOLUTION OF THE LOWNDES COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
DECLARING THEIR SUPPORT FOR KEEPING
THE MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL FOR MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE
AT THE MISSISSIPPI UNIVERSITY FOR WOMEN

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Lowndes County, Mississippi. did meet for a regularly
scheduled board meeting on the 3" day of March, 2025, with the following Resolution being offered:

WHEREAS, in 1987 the Mississippi Legislature passed into law a bill that created the Mississippi
School for Mathematics and Science to be situated at the campus of MUW: and

WHEREAS, thirty-cight years later, MSMS continues to outperform expectations at MUW, with
the MSMS Class of 2024 being offered $32M in scholarships and being ranked by NICHE as the best
school in the State with 80% of MSMS students feeling safe at the school and 82% being happy there and
with the graduating class of 2024 turning out 24 National Merit Scholarship semifinalists; and

WHEREAS, MSMS has regularly been ranked as one of the best public high schools in the
country by Newsweek Magazine and MSMS students consistently outpace every other public & private
school of learning system in Mississippi for awards in national competitions; and

WHEREAS, MSMS students and parents consistently credit the success of MSMS to the close.
supportive mentorship they receive working with faculty focused on MSMS Ideals of scholarship,
community. creativity and service: and

WHEREAS, MSMS students regularly acknowledge that the academic opportunities they receive
at MSMS are not available at home schools and that the small close-knit community at MSMS is more
supportive of their success than their home schools; and

WHEREAS, MSMS has outperformed in competitions at the International Science and
Engineering Fair. the Louisiana/Mississippi Mathematical Association of America College competition.
beating out MSU and others; and

WHEREAS, MSMS was awarded the Mississippi Governor’s award for Excellence in the Arts
for the Tales from the Crypt research/performance project; and regularly wins competitions for Student
Teacher Achievement Recognition known as the STAR teacher award: and

WHEREAS, MSMS has won numerous awards for History projects, including the MS Historical
Society Award of Merit in 2024, numerous scholastic writing awards including three National
Scholarship Medal winners in 2024, the Young Arts award in 2025, two Scholastic Art medal winners in
2025. and in World languages has won the Young Orator prize at the International Olympiada of Spoken
Russian in Moscow, Russia; and

WHEREAS, with MSMS having such a consistent and ever improving record of success at its
current location on the campus of MUW, the risks of jeopardizing such success by relocation far outweigh
any small chance that moving MSMS to a SEC campus with 24,000 students would generate any small
increase in performance;

WHEREAS, Lowndes County has previously invested one million dollars in support of MSMS at
the Mississippi University for Women. and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lowndes County Board of Supervisors
hereby emphatically call upon the Mississippi Legislature to reject any proposed legislation that would
attempt to relocate MSMS to MSU or any other location other than where it is outperforming expectations
on a limited budget.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Lowndes County Board of Supervisors call upon the
Mississippi Department of Education and/or the Legislature. to provide sufficient funding to fully support
the most significant education creations in Mississippi history and further that the Resolution be delivered
to The Mississippi Board of Education, Members of the Mississippi Legislature Education and Colleges
and Universities Committees. the Governor. HHouse Speaker, the Licutenant Governor and that all
Lowndes County citizens and MSMS students and alumni are encourage to likewise petition the
Government to leave MSMS where it is—on the campus of the Mississippi University for Women.



After much discussion, President Hairston made a motion to adopt the Resolution. Said motion
was seconded by Supervisor Brooks and after reading the Resolution in whole and in part. the President
asked for a vote on same. The Resolution received the following vote of all Supervisors then and there
voting:

Supervisor Hairston Voted Aye
Supervisor Furnari Voted Aye
Supervisor Williamson Voted Aye
Supervisor Smith Voted Aye
Supervisor Brooks Voted Aye

The President announced the motion passed and a duly adopted Resolution of the Board of
Supervisors of Lowndes County. Mississippi. with a copy spread on the minutes of the Board of
Supervisors.

WITNESS THE SIGNATURE OF THE UNDERSIGNED OFFICERS. on this the '?

day of March, 2025.

LOWNDES COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

W | W8

TRIP HAIRSTON, PRESIDENT

CINDY GOODE. CHANCERY CLERK



@ Outlook

***PLEASE READ*** MSMS move to MSU from MUW Newspaper Articles

From Trip Hairston <thairston@lowndescountyms.com>
Date Tue 3/4/2025 4:34 PM
To  SecondaryEducation <secondaryeducation@mdek12.org>

Cc  Ronnie McGehee <rmcgehee@mdek12.org>; Bill Jacobs <bjacobs@mdek12.org>; Matt Mayo
<mmayo@mdek12.org>; Wendi Barrett <wbarrett@mdek12.org>; Glen East <geast@mdek12.org>; Matt
Miller <mmiller@mdek12.org>; Mike Pruitt <mpruitt@mdek12.org>; Billye Jean Stroud
<bstroud@mdek12.org>; Mary Werner <mwerner@mdek12.org>; Matt Furnari
<mfurnari@lowndescountyms.com>; Andy Williamson <awilliamson@lowndescountyms.com>; Jeff Smith
<jsmith@lowndescountyms.com>; Leroy Brooks <lbrooks@lowndescountyms.com>

U 8 attachments (12 MB)

02-08-25+CD.pdf; 02-11-25+CD Opinion Page.pdf; 02-13-25 Crime Stats.pdf; 02-13-25 Opinion Page.pdf; 02-15-25 Opinion.pdf;
02-25-25 Press Conference Article.pdf; 02-28-25+CD MSMS Article and Opinion.pdf; 03-01-25 CD Legislators Blame MDE.pdf;

External Email

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the MDE organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dr. Boone,

MDE only gave MUW and MSU 18 days to develop RFPs. Now, MDE has allowed only 6 days for
stakeholder comment.

| encourage you and the members of the Board to read the attached articles from the Commercial
Dispatch. It will not take too much of your or their time. The opinion articles sum up well the local
sentiment surrounding this issue and are important for you and the Board to consider.

In light of the expedited and unprecedented timelines, | have attached the following articles that | believe
should be placed in the stakeholder comment record and would be in addition to the Board of
Supervisors Resolution and my comments | sent earlier.

02/08/2025 article “MUW, MSU asked for proposals to house MSMS”

2/11/2025 Opinion page where the RFP from MDE was written in “maroon ink”

...also read the letter below the opinion editorial from Becky Scott. Her daughter currently attends
MSMS.

02/13/2025 Article comparing crime statistics MSU vs. MUW

02/13/2025 Opinion page

02/15/2025 Opinion

02/25/2025 Press Conference Article

02/28/2025 Article $50m More to Relocate MSMS to MSU and Subsequent Opinion Piece
03/01/2025 Legislators Blame MDE

Thank you!

Trip Hairston
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Trip Hairston, President



Lowndes County Board of Supervisors



Serving District 2



1121 Main Street



P.O. Box 1364



Columbus, MS 39703



(662) 251-5006 Cell
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Legislators criticize MSU proposal,

blame MDE for underfunding MSMS

|
1
1

Emma McRac/Dispatch Statf

Mississlppi School for Mathematics and Science Junior Breyial Joseph walks out of the Hooper Academic Bullding Friday on the
Mississippl University for Women campus In Columbus. As MUW and Mississipp! State Unlversity await the state's decislon on
which will house and operate the residential high school, Lowndes County lawmakers argue the effort isn't Intended to benefit

MSMS students as much as it is the Starkville-Oktibbeha Consolidated School District.

‘They're saying it's for MSMS, but really it's to make a
higger and hetter school district for them in Starkville'

BY EMMA MCRAE
emerae@edisparch.com

As Mississippi State
University and Mississip-
pi University for Women
await the state’s decision
about which will house
the Mississippi School
for Mathematics and
Science, some local law-
makers worry the effort
is an attempt to secure
state funding for a new
Starkville High School.

“I' think that it's a
money grab for the
(Starkville-Oktibbeha
Consolidated School Dis-
trict),” District 39 Rep.
Dana McLean, R-Colum-
hus, told The Dispatch

on Friday.
“They're
saying it's
for MSMS,
but  really |}8€
it's to moke |8

a  bigger
and  bet-
ter schaol

district for them in
Starkville.”

The State Board of Ed-
ucation asked hoth MSU
and MUW to submit pro-
posals to house and oper-
ate the high school, which
the universities made
public Wednesday. After
reviewing the proposals,
the board will make a
recommendation to the
legislature. Any changes

the state prescribes will
go into effect in the 2026-
2027 school year.

MUW proposes build-
ing a new $35 million res-
idential hall on its campus
for MSMS and possibly re-
questing an additional $25
million in state funding to
update existing classroom
and administrative facili-
ties.

MSU's proposal hing-
es on a partnership with
SOCSD that would include
a new high school and an
expanded MSMS. The
university would require
$85 million from the state
legislature for MSMS facil-
ities and those that would
be shared with SHS stu.

dents, like a cafeteria.

Other facilities intend-
ed only for SHS students
in the plan would be fund-
ed by up to $87 million
in bonds, which would
be paid for by Oktibbeha
County residents.

MSMS is a residential
high school for academi-
cally gifted juniors and se-
niors that has been locat-
ed on The W campus since
opening in 1987,

McLean is hopeful the
House has no appetite for
a relocation, especially
due to the plan of using
state funds for facilities
used by SOCSD. MSMS is
funded by the legislature
through the Mississippi
Department of Education
rather than by ad valorem
tax revenue like SOCSD

See MSMS, 84

otesters speak out against ‘hypocrisy’

Kly protests to call on officials to

Elon Musk.

fi hack against Trump, Musk

“We've been mad for a
while that we haven't had

123 Nemssravy

‘Cultural
diversity’

no longer in
name of MSU’s
Holmes Center

University looks to
comply with federal
guidelines that
threaten funding

BY ABIGAIL SIPE ROCHESTER
arochester@edispateh.com

STARKVILLE
— Mississippi State
University is chang
ing the name of
the Holmes Center,
pending approval by
the state board of
trustees of the In-
stitutions of Higher
Learning.

Holmes  Cultural  Diversity
Center will now be known as the
Holmes Center for Student Suc-
cess, focusing on “comprehensively
supporting all students,” the uni-
versity announced in a Friday press
release.

The change comes as the univer-
sity aligns with a Dear Colleague

See HOLMES CENTER, 84

Keenum

Caledonia native and
former podcaster
joins Pentagon

DISPATCH STAFF REPORT

Graham Allen, a
conservative  pod-
caster and Army vet-
eran from Caledonia,
has been appointed |
as the director of
digital media at the [ESEFY
Department of De- pjen
fense.

The announcement was made
earlier this week, marking a tran-
sition from Allen’s media career

See ALLEN, 3A

i eported FAA-Starlink contract

From left, Fred Kind-
er, Annis Cox and
Jennifer Bailey sit
outside of Congress-

\DENCE HARVEY
Bedlispatch.con

ited in the grass
le of Congressman

Kelly's  Colum-
district office are
signs. One has the
nent “SAY NO TO
K GETTING FAA
FRACT"  sprawled
s it in red ink. The

Sitting  behind  the
signs on Friday were Co-
lumbus residents Annis
Cox, Fred Kinder and
Jennifer Bailey. Others
drifted in and out. Cox
organized the protest
with the goal of drawing
attention to what she
deems “hypocrisy” in the
government, specifically

elected representatives
who stood up and said
no to Trump and now to
Musk, and it's just time
we start letting other peo-
ple know what we feel,
and maybe Representa-
tive Kelly can understand
a different point of view,"
Cox told The Dispatch at
the protest.

The group was pro-

man Trent Kelly's
Columbus district of-
fice Friday afternoon
in protest against
“hypocrisy” within
the government. Cox
organized the pro-
testin the wake of
reports speculating
a potential contract
between the Federal

Musk's company,

reads “Who will be opposing  businessman testing in response to é A A eza=l SpaceX.
p's next Oligarch?”  and presidential advisor See PROTEST, 8A Caderce Hatvey/Dispatch Staft
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every other school
ctin the state.

n very hopeful that
olleagues would be
stewards of taxpayer
y and see that their
ituents all over the
would be indirect-
ontributing toward
wol district that is
1 their district,” she
“It would be like the
yers in Lowndes or
abus sending money
iulf Coast school dis-

up to rectify those prob-
lems.”

For District 37 Rep.
Andy Boyd, R-Columbus,
fixing facilities for The
W’s estimated cost of
$35 to $60 million is pre-
ferred to MSU's $85 mil-
lion request.

Leariisald The W “Ijust can't believe $85

sal is an adequate

r the facility issues million ~is x
3MS, which include ©VeR some-
«d_updates inside thing con-
:ntial halls and aca- S“?CWdL he
 buildings. Those is- aid. “The
McLean said, fallun- (M SMS)
[DE's responsibility, ~dorms T |

saw  were |_lli0
in  rough Boyd
shape, but to just shut-
ter something and then
help fund a local school
district with state money
smells bad.”

Boyd said, after years
of underfunding MSMS,

he problem is not
juality of education
hey're getting there
nything like that
ioever,” she said.
problem is their res-
e halls, and we've
n that for years.
has not stepped

otest

ued from Page 1A

‘It would be like the taxpayers in
Lowndes or Columbus sending money

to a Gulf Coast school district.’
District 39 Rep. Dana McLean, R-Columbus

the state has a respon-
sibility to address the
school’s needs, especially
when it has been so suc-
cessful. The MSMS Class
of 2023 accepted $8.2
million in scholarships
and included 15 National
Merit semifinalists.

“We should be talking
about MSMS and their
funding, which has not
been enough forever. ...
The school itself ... is not
broken,” he said. “I think
we're responsible for tak-
ing care of what we've
got instead of leaving it
vacant or moving on to
something new.”

District 41 Rep. Kabir
Karriem,  D-Columbus,
told The Dispatch he is
disappointed  relocating
MSMS is even a conver-
sation,

“How are
you just go- ¢
ing to take [ERauy
an asset out
of one com-
munity and |
put it in an-
other com-
munity for s
the benefit of that com-
munity?” he said. “We
don't do stuff like that,
especially when we're
supposed to be partners
in  economic develop-
ment. We have a regional
approach in economic de-
velopment, and you don’t
start doing that because
that can infringe on other
partnerships.”

Karriem said he has
heard conversations in
the House about MSMS
being relocated. His con-
cern is that a move could
trigger the downfall of
The W and eventually the
state’s historically Black
colleges and universitics.

Stakeholders in Lown-
des County have to keep
advocating for MSMS to
remain at The W until the

rriem

session is over, Karriem
said,

“We need to send a
clear message to these
committee chairs - to
the leadership at the cap-
itol - that Columbus and
Lowndes County are unit-
ed,” he said. “We want
The W to stay put, and
we want MSMS to stay
put on The W’s campus.
Don'’t go infringing on our
assets. Respect our re-
quest when we ask for the
resources that they need
to be vibrant institutions
in our community.”

Sen. Chuck Younger,
R-Lowndes County, who
represents District 17,
said there doesn't seem
to be any appetite for re-
location on the Senate
side. But he agreed fund-
ing for MSMS from MDE
is an ongoing concern.

“MSMS has never been
funded correctly, nor has
MUW, and what little bit
of funding that MUW
has been getting, they
have been sharing and
trying to help out MSMS

as much as [}
possible,” FAS
he said.

Younger
suggested
transfer-
ring prop-
erty on The Younger
W campus
to MSMS as a way to en-
sure the school remains
a permanent part of the
community.

“If they're going to do
that dorm for them, they
ought to give them the
property,” he said. “Put
some property in their
name so it will be an an-
chor in Columbus and on
the MUW campus.”

The state board is cur-
rently seeking input from
education  stakeholders
on the merit of the two
proposals. Written com-
ments can be emailed to
Chief Academic Officer
Donna Boone at second-
aryeducation@mdek12.
org. The deadline for pub-
lic input is 5 p.m. Tues-
day.

t reports of a po-
il contract between
‘ederal Aviation Ad-
tration (FAA) and
Musk’s company,
X,
eculation of the con-
arose Wednesday af-
1e Washington Post
ted the FAA was
e verge of canceling
2.4 billion contract
Verizon and giving
Starlink, a division
aceX, Musk’s satel-
nd rocket company.
contract, awarded
rizon in 2023, aims

to improve ground-based
communication systems.
However, no official con-
firmation of a proposed
FAA-Starlink  contract
has emerged.

While Musk owns
SpaceX, Tesla and Twit-
ter, he was also tasked by
President Donald Trump
with overseeing the De-
partment of Government
Efficiency.

Fellow protestor
Kinder added the pro-
test’s aim is simple: “to
make people aware.” He
echoed Cox's concerns,

Imes Center

wed from Page 1A

questioning the fairness
of the reported contract.

“Musk is cleaning
house in every agency,
and then he gets a con-
tract for (terminals) for
the FAA" Kinder said.
“What's wrong with that
picture?”

In the wake of these
reports, Bailey, who said
she had never protest-
ed before, suddenly felt
the urgency to make her
voice heard.

“This just seems the
time to take a stand,”
Bailey said.

Kelly represents the
first district of Mississip-
pi in Congress. While the
protest is located outside
of Kelly's North Seventh
Street district office, Cox
emphasized she hopes to
reach more elected offi-
cials than just him.

“He is an elected rep-

resentative, and this
is his office,” she said.
“Hopefully, the other

elected officials will get
the message too.”

Cox believes one pro-
test alone won't bring
about change, but contin-

sent to the univer-
‘om the U.S. Depart-
of Education earlier
1onth.

lississippi State has
been a practitioner
.udent success as
del of how we op-
” MSU President
E. Keenum said in
slease. “Our goal has  what's going
and will remain to on in the
our students - all country and

named the university's
Multicultural Center to
include Holmes, honoring
his campus achicvements
and medical career.

“I think the most erro-
neous con- -
clusion that
one could
draw from

r students - with a the  state ¢
juality  education right now is Salter
will afford them a that we're

going to somehow for-
get who Richard Holmes
was and what he did, and
that's just not true,” Vice
President for Strategic
Communications and Di-
rector of Public Affairs
Sid Salter told The Dis-
patch on Thursday, “But
we are going to make
our student success ef-
forts comply with federal
and state law. And as the
Dear Colleague letter
suggests, we will make
surc that the bencfits
that extend to our minori-
ty students extend to all
students.”

The Holmes Center
falls under the universi-
ty's Division of Access,
Opportunity and Success,
formerly known as the
Office of Access, Diver-
sity and Inclusion. That
division was renamed in
2023, though there were
no changes to the depart-
ments or programs at
that time, the division's
Vice President Ra'Sheda
Boddie-Forbes told The
Dispatch in September.

“Changing the name
and focus of the Holmes
Center is one of a series

- and more produc-
life. This structure
ts who we are and
we've been at this
rsity.”
the Dear Colleague
, sent to all educa-
institutions receiv-
sderal funding, Act-
\ssistant Secretary
Civil Rights Craig
or said the DOE
| assessing universi-
compliance Friday.
etter specifically de-
ed all educational in-
ions receiving feder-
ds “cease illegal use
ce” in admissions,
5 compensation,
ation, scholarships,
3, sanctions and dis-
e
policies and practic-
not comply with the
tment’s directive,
rsities like Missis-
State and Mississip-
tiversity for Women
lose federal fund-

e Holmes Center
named after Dr.
rd Holmes - the
3lack student to en-
it the university in
In 1991, MSU re-

of strate-
gies  that
reflects a
compre-
hensive ap-
proach to
our student
success ef-
forts,” Bod-
die-Forbes Forhes

said in the release, “As we
await additional guidance
from multiple branches of
government, we are eval-
uating new organizational
structures that are better
fits for how we intend to
operate moving forward.”

The release emphasiz-
es that the rebranded cen-
ter will meet the “diverse
needs of the entire stu-
dent body.” This includes
specialized programs for
first-generation students,
limited-income students,
students from the foster
care system and others.

Programs will include
resources, mentorship
and guidance, along with
expanded resources like
career readiness initia-
tives, experiential learn-
ing opportunities and
students success work-
shops and exercises, the
release said.

Salter said the uni-
versity's review of its
compliance to the Dear
Colleague letter is “on-
going.” He also antici-
pated further direction
on diversity, equity and
inclusion coming from
the state legislature fol-
lowing the end of the leg-
islative session in April,
which he said may impact
programming at the cen-
ter in the future.

“As Dr. Keenum has

Paper not

Our paper is delivered reliably daily by
the United States Postal Service. In the

event your paper is not delivered with your

delivered?
Tue Diseatcu
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(662) 328-2

mail, the most effective way to improve
delivery is by calling the Postmaster at

(662) 245-0247.

consistently said on all
of these issues, it's a
mistake to look at these
types of issues and see
these simply as matters
of race,” Salter said. “Our
programming is directed
at helping veterans, help-
ing students who come
out of the foster system,
first generation students,
students that have any
disabilities that require
additional assistance -~
whether those are phys-
ical or learning disabili-
ties. ... These programs
reach out to a myriad of
students who have legit-
imate needs, and our in-
terest lics in the overall
success of all of our stu-
dents.”

ued efforts across multi-
ple locations send a pow-
crful message.

She also hopes the pro-
test will be the beginning
of other conversations.

“The goal is not to
be confrontational or
in your face about any-
thing,” she explained. “I
would love for somebody
to come and explain why
they think the way they
do, and maybe we could

BUILDING ADMINIS] RE Wi
ON'SITE CONHL TINGINTERVIEWS.

explain why we think the
way we do. Maybe that's
the beginning of a bridge
- that first plank.”

Cox has committed
to sitting outside Kelly's
office every Friday from
noon to 1 p.m., inviting
anyone who shares her
concerns to join her.

“Who knows what will
come from it,” Cox said.

“We're just planting
the seed,” Kinder added.

A

COLUMBUS MS, 39705
EDUCATE, ELEVATE, SUCCEED
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you

JoHelen “Joey” Walker
Oktibbeha County
‘Tax Assessor & Collector

101 E. Main St. Ste, 103 Starkville, MS 39759

(662) 323-1273

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION
DEADLINE IS APRIL 1, 2025

REASONS YOU MAY NEED TO FILE OR REFILE HOMESTEAD

EXEMPTION

«  Built or purchased a new home
«  Purchased or sold property that affected your current homestead property
«  Married, divorced or widowed
«  Turned 65 on or before January 1,2025
«  Became 100% disabled on or before January 1,2025

YOU WILL NEED THE FOLLWING ITEMS WHEN APPLYING FOR

HOMESTEAD

+  Most recent deed for the property that was signed on or before December

« 2024 and recorded in the Chancery Clerks office by January 7, 2025

«  Settlement Statement with the contract sales price and down payment

« Social Security number for you and your spouse

«  Tag numbers for all privately owned vehicles in yours and/or spouses’ name|

« 165 years or older, you will need to bring a drivers license, identification
card, or birth certificate

« 17 100% disabled, you MUST bring a copy of the award letter obtained from
the social security administration or copy of TPQY

« If100% disabled Veteran receiving VA SERVICES-CONNECTED benefits,

«  MUST have a letter from the Department of Veteran Affairs that certifies
«  VETERAN should receive VA SERVICES CONNECTED
COMPENSATION at the 100% permanently and totally disabled
*** HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION LAW ALLOWS YOU TO FILE ON ONE

RESIDENT ONLY ***

If you have any questions, please contact homestead office

(662) 323-8131




MSU getting back to basies after blowout
loss Lo Bama, PPage 1B

'HE CoMMERCIAL DISPATCH

te hoard seeking stakeholder

1t on where the

IMA MCRAE
Bedispatch.com

th the state set tode-
vhere the Mississip-
100l for Mathematics
cience will be locat-
mtrasting proposals
use the school from
ssippi State Univer-
nd Mississippi Uni-

school should be

versity for Women reveal
atleast a $50 million price
difference, with Starkville
emerging as the more ex-
pensive option.

The State Board of
Education asked both
MUW and MSU to submit
proposals to operate and
house the high school as
it expands operations. Af-

Fripay | Fessusry 28, 2025

'roposals show MSMS would cost
$50M more to relocate to MSU

ter review-
ing the pro-
posals, the
oard  will
make a rec-
ommenda-
tion to the
legislature. pijiar
Any chang-
es the state prescribes
will go into effect in the
2026-2027 school year.
Both universities made
their proposals public
Wednesday.

The state board is cur-
rently seeking input from
education stakeholders on
the merit of the two pro-
posals. Written comments
can be emailed to Chief
Academic Officer Donna
Boone at secondaryedu-
cation@mdek12.0rg. The
deadline for public input
is 5 p.m. Tuesday.

Arguing  to  keep
MSMS on campus, The W
proposes building a new
$35 million residence hall

INSIDE

M OUR VIEW: To see who
benefits from an MSMS move,
follow the money. Page 4A

for the high school as well
as expanded academic of-
ferings.

“The partnership be-
tween MSMS and MUW
is a proven success,”
MUW's proposal reads.
“The decision to keep
MSMS at MUW rather
than start over in another

78 ¢ NEwssTAND

location is both fiscally
responsible and academi-
cally sound.”

MSU proposes build-
ing a mew, expanded
MSMS campus (MSMS:E)
on the north edge of its
campus, sharing a cam-
pus with a new Starkville
High School and the Part-
nership Middle School.
The MSMS:E facilities
on the campus would re-
quire $85 million in state

See MSMS, 6A

BUTTERFLY GARDEN

Cadence Harvey/Dispatch Staff

larpole works with Lowndes County Master Gardeners during their annual spring cleanup of the butterfly garden off Highway 82 in
bus Thursday morning. Members collected debris and fallen tree limbs from the garden in anticipation of placing two Zinnia flower

1ext week.

ckens takes residency challenges to MS Supreme Court

' losing challenge
)cal Democratic
imittee, case will he
rd by special judge

[LLEN PARADIS
s@edispatch.com

e fight over whether the challeng-
o the city council’s Ward 2 seat
1 the area they want to represent
scalated to the state’s Supreme

rd 2 incumbent and Vice Mayor
h Mickens filed a civil petition
2 Mississippi Supreme Court on

smith

Mickens 0'Neal

idency requirement. A civil complaint
represents only one side of a legal ar-
gument.

Chief Justice Michael Randolph took
up the matter the next day, assigning
Senior Status Judge Jeff Weill Sr., re-
tired from the Seventh Circuit Court,
as a special judge in the case.

Mickens already challenged the res.
idency of his opp s before the City

19, alleging his two cl

a “Ms. She-She” O'Neal and Rod-
Smith don't qualify to run for his
because they don't meet the res-

of Columbus Democratic Executive
Committee earlier this month, but the
committee ruled Feb. 10 that O'Neal

)E FIVE QUESTIONS CALENDAR

ieds 6B 1 Who invented the Today through Sunday
;07:“ tralfc signal and M Modea: TheatreMSU is

bly 4B developed a gas mask staging this dlassic Greek

ries 2,54 that helped firefight- tale about betrayal and a
1s4A ers? powerful woman's vengeance.

2 This female was the
inventor of the home

Performances will begin at
7:30 p.m., Wednesday hrough

securily system. Saturday, witha 2 p.m. mati-
3 Who was the first nee Sunday, at McComas Hal
African American to Theater.

hold a patent for dry M The Lightning Thief:
cleaning fabric? :ﬂden Tﬂang;e meau: .xi hy::-
4 Who invented the e 8 prEoction of

ice cream scooper?

5 Who built America’s
first clock, which was
made entirely of wood

wLisiED 1879

Lightning Thief,” a musical
based on the 2005 novel of
the same name, at the Lyceum

and Smith qualify to run for the seat.
A separate complaint in that hearing
alleged that Mickens hadn’t submitted
a proper campaign finance report, but
Kabir Karriem, chairperson for the
Lowndes County Democratic Party,
said he had filed on time and cleared
him to run as well.

In his complaint, Mickens asks the
courts to overturn the committee's de-
cision regarding his opponents.

“(The) petitioner prays that, follow-
ing a non-jury trial ... the court reverse
the decision of the Democratic Exec-
utive Committee to allow Smith and
O'Neal to remain on the ballot and ren-
der a judgment in favor of this petition,
that neither Smith nor O'Neal are bona
fide residents of Ward 2 ... and do not
meet the minimum residency require-
ments to be placed on the primary bal-

See MICKENS, 3A

LOCAL FOLKS

Tickets are $15 for adults and
48 for childeen.

Saturday

M The Paul Thorn Band
Concert: Presented by The
Bam Concert Series, The Paul
Thom Band wii be performing
two album release concerts,
one at 5 p.m. and the other at
8pm., at Cromwed Theater on
the MUW Campus.

Sunday, March 2

Mimpact Award Announca-
ment 100+ Wom-

at Lee. P wil start
at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday,

&n Who Care Columbus wil be

Amphitheater
hids provide
little clarity on
way forward

Jones suggests
horrowing, using
reserves to finish; Gaskin
and Greene oppose

BY ZACK PLAIR
DlairFedispalch.com

A way forward on r
the Sen. Terry Brown
Amphitheater at the
Island is no clear-
er after the latest R
rounds of bids came
back,

City Engineer
Kevin Stafford pre-
sented those bids during a city
council works session Thursday at
City Hall, bringing with him “good
news and bad news.”

The good: Bids came back only
about 20% higher than 2016. Sta(-
ford expected closer to a 30-to-35%
inflation bump.

The bad: Only two companies
submitted bids.

Weathers Construction, at $3.5
million, was the sole bidder to in-

See AMPHITHEATER, 3A

Stafford

Voter registration
deadline is tomorrow

DISPATCH STAFF REPORT

Mississippi residents have one
more day lo register to vote in the
upcoming municipal primary elec-
tion.

Municipal clerks' offices across
the state will be open from 8 a.m.
to noon Saturday to accommodate
in-person voter registration. Resi-
dents who register in person at their
local municipal or circuit clerk’s of-

Sce REGISTRATION, 6A

PUBLIC
MEETINGS

March 3:
Lowndes County
Baoard of Super-
visors, 9 am.,
courthouse
March 4: Colum-
bus City Councd,
5p.m., Municipal
Complex

March 10:
Columbus
Municipal School
District, 5 p.m.,
Brandon Central
Servees

March 14:
Lowndes County

L

in 1753? with matinees ninning at 2
p.m.ard 2:30 pm. on Satur-
A Yeas, N, 07 Answers, 68 day and Sunday, respectively.

announcing the recipent of s
13thimpact award at 4 pm. at
Zachary's, 205 North Fith St

Jahbu T. James, of Columbus,
runs a 24-hour fitness facility
called Fitness Time.

School Distriet,
12:30 pm.,
Central Office
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see who benefits from an MSMS move, follow the money

he Starkville-Oktibbeha
slidated School District
have plans to build a new
ichool, it’s possible the

of relocating the Missis-
School for Mathematics
cience to the MSU cam-
1ight never have moved

ud conjecture.

at idea is confirmed by

property owned by the uni-
versity. Through that arrange-
ment, SOSCD was able to

move into a $30-million facility
without having to raise taxes,
instead extending a bond set to
expire to cover its $16 million
share of the cost. The state leg-
islature kicked in $10 million
for the project. MSU donated

School and MSMS campus
built.

funded by the legislature,
which opens a large new

to both. Suddenly, the cost

money if a joint Starkville High

MSMS and MSU are both

revenue stream for funding
a new Starkville High School
that is intrinsically connected

new Starkville High School
without considerable funding
from the state.

We know that by reading
the proposal MSU submitted
to the Mississippi Department
of Education to make its case
for becoming the new home of
MSMS. It is a plan that relies
of heavily on the presence of a

was

1g MSU’s proposal to the the land, valued at $5 million. building a high school cafeteria new Starkville High School.
ssippi Department of Edu- Now, SOCSD's board has disappears by calling it a joint-  In fact, there is no scenario
1, which asked both MSU  passed a resolution to borrow MSMS cafeteria. It's a pretty provided in its proposal that
{UW to submit proposals  as much as $87 million for a nifty sleight of hand. doesn't include the new high
isting the state’s residen-  new high school, but surely Estimates for that joint school.

gh school for academical-  the idea of asking voters to MSMS/SHS campus run Perhaps MSU could make

anced students.

e genesis of the idea is
ht to have emerged in
when then-MSMS Direc-
annie Cook had secretive
rsations with MSU and
iD Superintendent Tony
:e to discuss the possible

that debt.

t the seed of that idea
1ave been planted much
r - in 2016 when the

‘D and MSU agreed on a
o build the Partnership
)l for grades 6 and 7 on

approve anything close to $87
million in bonds is a fool's er-
rand. This time around, taxes
will have to be raised to pay

You can see the dilemma.

So now it's back to the
legislative trough, so SOCSD
can seek much more money for
a much bigger high school proj-
ect adjacent to the Partnership
School on the MSU campus.

But some have seen even
more opportunity: the state
could be leaned on for more

$87 million, that would put

state on the hook for around

$100 million. That’s a big a

sissippi school district that

other school district has to

their schools.

anywhere from $170 million
to $200 million. Since SOSCD
is approved to borrow up to

We know of no other Mis-
has succeeded in getting the
legislature to fund one new
school, let alone two. Every
on local taxpayers to pay for

In reality, there can be no

a case for why it would be the
best home for MSMS indepen-
dent of a partnership with the
SOCSD. All we know is that

it did not. We believe that is
intentional.

There is an old saying that
goes if you want to know the
real motives in politics, follow
the money.

Moving MSMS to MSU
isn’t a decision made with the
taxpayer in mind since it is far,
far more affordable to build
and renovate MSMS facilities

the
sk.

rely

on the MUW campus than it
would be to start from scratch
at MSU.

Moving MSMS to MSU and
Starkville has little impact on
either the university or the
city. With a maximum of 240
students, MSMS has no impact
on a university with 23,000 stu-
dents while the economic im-
pact of MSMS would scarcely
move the needle in Starkville,
which reaps enormous econom-
ic benefits from those thou-
sands of college students.

The plan to move MSMS
is not about the kids, either,
who lose the esprit de corps
created on a small campus
while becoming co-mingled
with Starkville High on a large
campus. Much of what makes
MSMS work so well is lost in
the process.

So who benefits the most
from MSU’s plan?

The answer: SOCSD, which
will profit at the expense of
MSMS, Columbus and MUW,
all of whom deserve to be treat-
ed better.

CE OF THE PEOPLE
ter to the editor
will be good for America in the long term

lept at a Holiday Inn Express once or twice so
nakes me an expert on many things and some
ledge of all things. With these credentials

| like to expound on the political landscape of

)GE is the word of today. President Trump
lected to “drain the swamp,” stop govern-
waste, streamline government, secure the

:r and bring back patriotism to this country.
1ch has been accomplished to this end, in his
nouth, that it makes one’s head spin.

e biggest obstacle to accomplishing this is
beral Democrats, most of which have been

1g themselves off the backs of the tax payer
‘er. Most have never had a real job, made a

1l or paid for their health insurance. Trump is
1g the pork and the “pigs” are squealing. Most
ns are shocked over the number of federal
)yees working from home. A lot of federal

»rs can not tell five things they accomplished
rday. No wonder we are $36 trillion in debt
ounting. That is $106,131 for every person

, February 25, 2025. The “pigs” are squealing
1e cuts for the biggest part have not gone into
. It might be tough for a while but America

it continue the path we're on financially.

sst of the ones screaming the loudest, are
ing, “the cuts are just going to benefit the
1aires.” How many of those politicians com-
ng have become millionaires in office feeding
“the trough in D.C.? Every day is a new day

s and the firing of some of the incompetent
ucrats that have put us in such debts.

r those who want to divide us are the same
that called the Trump supporters deplorables,
st, racist and Walmart shoppers. I have one
ion: “Who won the election by the largest

in in history?” Who is going to be indicted

e Trump Train is rolling on!

«d Bless America!
Lee Roy Lollar
Columbus

blisher's note: I always appreciate Mr. Lollar's

- but some fact checking is in order here. Presi-
Trump’s 2024 victory was not the largest margin
y in either popular vote or electoral vote. He won
with a 1.5% popular vote victory margin. Recent
lents who have exceeded Trump’s margin of

y include Reagan (both lerms), Bush I, Clinton
terms), Bush 1I (one term), Obama (both terms).
den also won by a larger percentage of the popu-
te margin.

‘etter to the editor is an excellent way to partici-

n your community. We request the tone of your
be constructive and respectful and the length
ited to 450 words. Political endorsements are

d to one per letterwriter. We reserve the right to
tters for clarity, grammar and length. Letters

¢ emailed lo voice@cdispalch.com or mailed lo

Vispatch, Attn: Letters to the Editor, PO Box 511,

1bus, MS 39703-0511.

fiew: Local Editorials

:ditorials appearing in this space represent the opinion
newspaper's editorial board: Peter Imes, editor and
1er; Zack Plair, managing editor; Slim Smith and senior

som staff. To inquire about a meeting with the board,
contact Peter Imes at 662-328-2424, or e-mail

cdispatch.com.

Give the gift of books.
Imacination Library

\

TROMP CARES ABOUT
WE AND LOoKS OUT
FOR MY INTERESTS.

You A
RILLIONNRE T,

THE NATION

Why is Trump sabotaging the U.S.
auto industry?

f Chinese leader Xi

Jinping wanted to

take down the U.S.
auto industry — and
he probably does — he
couldn’t have a better
helper than Donald
Trump. The American
president's tireless ef-
forts to slow America’s
shilt to electricity-run
transportation is a
dream come true for
China as it leads the
world in that transition.

Electric vehicles are the cars
and trucks of the future. In some
parts of the world, that future is
here. Norway now has more fully
electric cars on its roads than the
gas-powered kind.

China has put enormous re-
sources behind the development
and manufacture of EVs, The
U.S. was on the case when Joe
Biden was president. Trump is
taking away those subsidies, thus
messing with U.S. automakers’ big
plans to compete in this growing
market.

The politics of it are also wild.
About 80% of the Biden-era clean
energy investments are in red
states (or if they are rescinded,
were).

In North Carolina, Toyota just
unveiled a $13.9 billion battery
plant in the small town of Liberty.
Another maker of cutting-edge bat-
teries will soon open near Raleigh,
not far from a factory that builds
charging infrastructure.

Trump also wants to take away

Froma Harrop

appears to be illegal,
but Republicans in Con-
gress seem more afraid
of Trump than voters
‘who could lose jobs.

But one Republi-
can, Alabama’s Gov.
Kay Ivey, defends
that funding. “Having
strategic electric vehi-
cle charging stations
across Alabama not
only benefits EV driv-
ers, but it also benefits
those companies that produce
electric vehicles, including many
of them right here in Alabama,
resulting in more high-paying jobs
for Alabamians.”

All true.

Some observers surmise that
Elon Musk sees a personal gain
in slowing down the growth
of charging stations. His Tesla
currently has the largest network
of fast chargers in the country.
Adding chargers could help sales
of EVs other than Elon's.

Potentially hurting the Amer-
ican automakers are the 25%
tariffs Trump wants to slap on the
parts they get from Canada and
Mexico. This shared production
arrangement makes U.S. cars
more price-competitive on world
markets, thus protecting the jobs
of American workers.

But get this: Musk is now
suing the European Union over
its decision to put hefty tariffs on
EVs made in China. Tesla, you see,
makes more than half its EVs in
China.

American drivers away from fossil
fuels. As a self-pitying Arizonan
told The Wall Street Journal,

EVs are “being pushed down our
throats.”

A Morning Consult poll taken
last spring found that 4 in 10
Americans have unfavorable views
of EVs. And 38% of those respon-
dents said their political views
were a [actor.

One must ask: What mean man
is forcing Americans to buy elec-
tric vehicles? No one is stopping
you or me from going to an auto
showroom or used car lot and driv-
ing off with a 100% gas-powered
machine.

Having the U.S. government
help a new domestic industry is
what we call economic policy.
When Henry Ford's first Model T
rolled out of the factory in 1908,
America had almost no paved
roads beyond the cities.

Ford was a strong advocate for
the kinds of roads his new cars
needed to run on. He became the
first chairman of the Wayne Coun-
ty Road Commission. The Fed-
eral-Aid Road Act was passed in
1916 and the Federal-Aid Highway
Actin 1921.

Back to the present, sales
of Chinese-made EVs rose 40%
last year alone. China also has
the world's largest network of
charging stations.

Something tells us President
Xi Jinping likes the way things are
going in the age of Trump.

Froma Harrop, a syndicated
columnist, writes for the Providence
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g, according to the
sal.

+ addition to a
high school for
‘kville-Oktibbeha
slidated School Dis-
MSU and SOCSD
+ to be on the fore-
of secondary edu-
1 by partnering to
: a new MSMSE
:ntial magnet school
2d on science, tech-
y, engineering, arts
mathematics,” the
sal reads.
SMS opened in 1987
1e W and occupies
er and Shackleford
mic buildings for
‘ooms and Goen and
r halls for dormitory
, all of which are in
of updates or have
into disrepair.

BEAUTIFUL RIVERSIDE ESTATE THAT WILL hlogzent
THIS SPRING AND SUMMER. ONLY MINUTES FROM OLD
WAVERLY GOLF CLUB, COLUMBUS AIR FORCE BASE

Coutesy of MSU
The graphic shows the proposed complex on the edge of Mississippi State University's cam-
pus that would house Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science and a new Starkville
High School. In its proposal to the state board, MSU estimates it would require $85 million in
state funding to build the new MSMS facilities.

662- 549 9906 |
susanewnlmalty:umyznv om
X 2altycompan
S

CENTRAL ZONE:

WEST REALTY

s proposal

cated at the cor-
{ Highway 182 and
1e Perry Drive, the
MSMS:E campus
| consist of a dor
y and an academic
ng. Other facilities
by MSMS:E stu-
, including a library,
wia and  perform-
:ts center, would be
d with SOCSD stu-

e facilities at MSU
| have capacity for
uniors and seniors,
-oom for a potential
1sion of 150 sopho-

5
rrently, MSMS is a
:ntial high school for
| juniors and seniors.
e new MSMSE
| also have a heavier
orce development
. The proposal said
ams of study for the
nts will be geared
d career paths that
lhe state’s work-
needs,

The potential location of a new

tion for an election.

MSM students
would also have access
to the main MSU campus
and its research facilities.

“We can significantly
expand access for many
more students to expe-
rience innovative basic
and applied research in
the fields of mathematics,
science, engineering, so-
cial sciences and more,”

health sciences, de-
industry, cybersecu-
and others.
hey will also have
portunity to be dual
led in the SOCSD,
+ will allow MSMS:E
nts to take advanced
ment and other spe-
ad courses with
D students, experi-
extracurricular ac-
:s with SOCSD and
relationships and
adery with SOCSD
nts and faculty,” the
sal reads.
CSD students would
se allowed to enroll
dvanced academic
es at MSMS:E.
¢ proposal also
ons exploring op-
nities for MSMS:E
nts to participate on
iD teams for Missis-
High School Athletic
:iation  competition

5
iile the proposal
30CSD has commit-
386 million toward
ruction of new fa-
s, the district has
scured those funds.
board of trustees
ved a resolution of
: to borrow those
in June 2023, but
ince only issued $1
n of that total.
tte law allows the
ct to periodically
bonds to improve
ct facilities between
2015 and July 2024.
passed during the
legislative session
ded that window to
2027. The decision
be subject to a ref-
um if 20% of voters
+ school district peti-

gistration

wed from Page 1A

the | reads. “This
hands-on experience will
prepare students for fu-
ture academic and profes-
sional success.”

If MSU is selected, the
goal is to complete the
facility by the beginning
of the 2027-2028 school
year. But if MDE intends
to stick to its 2026-2027
goal, the proposal said
MSU and SOCSD are
prepared to temporarily
take the students before
the facility is finished “by
utilizing available space
on both MSU and SOCSD
campuses for housing and
classrooms.”

MUW’s praposal

Citing 37 years of part-
nership, The W's proposal
argues keeping MSMS on
the campus is cost-effec-
tive and would cause less
disruption to the high
school.

The proposal includes
an expansion of academ-
ic support and learning
opportunities for MSMS
students  should the
school stay at The W. The
university would increase
dual credit course offer-
ings available to MSMS
students.

MUW is also propos-
ing a joint honors expe-
rience with the Ida E.
Gordy Honors College,
opportunities for MSMS
students to carn academ-
ic certificates, more re-
search opportunities and
“expanded joint education
experiences in the fine
and performing arts.”

The W is proposing
building a new residence
hall for MSMS estimated

Courlesy of MUW

id hall for

at $35 million. The new
building, which would be
located on the southeast
side of the campus, would
have capacity for 400 if
MSMS were to increase
enrollment to include
sophomores.

MUW President Nora
Miller said the university
has worked on identifying
areas for new buildings
or existing buildings to
renovate for MSMS as a
part of the university's
master plan. Originally,
that included possibly ren-
ovating Fant and Peyton
halls, but MSMS decided
a new building would be
more suitable for a higher
enrollment.

“We think that for an
additional $25 million, we
could update Hooper Sci-
ence, which is their main
building, Shackleford and
the Mary Wilson Home,
where their administra-
tion is,” Miller told The
Dispatch on Thursday, al-
though that work isn’t in

the proposal.
With the additional
renovations and con-

struction of a new dorm,
MUW proposes the high
school’s facilities could be
updated for $60 million,
which is $25 million short
of MSU's estimate for
new facilities.

The proposal calls on
the state board and the
legislature to adequately
fund MSMS, a point Mill-
er made clear in a press
conference earlier this

week,
“MUW does not have
funding  sources  for

MSMS outside of legisla-
tive sources and funding
through (MDE), although
the discounted services
that MUW provides to
MSMS should be con-
sidered as a ‘funding
source,” the proposal
reads.

MDE is responsible
for creating a budget for
MSMS each year, which
includes several service
fees to The W. In total,
the high school pays just
more than $271,000 to op-

1s well as those who
it mail-in applications
1arked by Monday,
13, will be eligible to
n the municipal pri-
election on April 1.

Columbus, the cir-

cuit clerk’s office is in the
Lowndes County Court-
house, located at 505 Sec-
ond Ave. N. In Starkville,
the circuit clerk’s oftice
is located in the Oktibbe-
ha County Circuit Court-

house at 108 W. Main St.
Voters planning to cast
an absentee ballot must do
so in person by March 29.
Mailin absentee ballots
must be postmarked by
April 1 to be counted.

Send in your News About Town event.
email: community@cdispatch.com

Subject: NATS

School for
Science students on the south side of The W's campus is shown. In its proposal to house the
residential high school, MUW estimates a new dorm could be built for $35 million.

erate on MUW's campus.
According to the propos-
al, that is almost a 90%
discount on the overall
cost of hosting the school.

“MSMS has 164,519
dedicated square footage;
the maintenance fee cal-
culates to 69 cents per
square foot, well short of
the $6 per square foot rec-
ommended by the Associ-
ation of Physical Plant Ad-
ministrators standards,”
the proposal reads. “
Not one of the other fees
covers the cost of a full-
time person in any of the
areas.”

COLDWELL BANKER

| COMPANY

g . BRANDON CENTRAL OFFICE g
2630 MCARTHUR DRIVE,
COLUMBUS Ms, 39705

EDUCATE, ELEVATE, SUCCEED

Imagination Library

says a special thank you to our
Sponsor of the Month

Ropin V. Picray

Monthly sponsorship of Lowndes County Imagination Library
provides a free book a month through the mail to every
enrolled child under the age of 5 in the county. Children can
be registered as newborns and can build a library of up to 60
books by the time they graduate!

our Local Sponsors
Help Make Imagination Library Possible.
Be R Part, of The Effort!

4-Counly Electiic Power Association
Amber Spruell

Ann Marie Higgins

Atmos Energy

Barbara Richardson

Belk

Bill Strauss

Billy Little

Brittany Sanders

C. Phillips

Century 21 Doris Hardy & Associates
Courtney Hendricks

David Jolly

Diana Neault

Donnie Cock

Edwina “Mother Goose" Wilioms
Elsie Croft

Grifin Harrison

Haley Lee

Hayley Dees

Helen Vaughn

Horizon Investment Properties
International Paper

Jack Langford Jr.

Jacqueline DiCicco

James Glenn

James Stewart

To Donate Or For More

Information Call: 662-328-2424,

ext 100

Jeannie Morris
Jimmy Parker
Joe Crumpton
Jo Shumake
Katherine Kerby
Kendal Klostermann
Kroger
Lanetra Brown
Madelynn Cockerham
Mary Griffin
Mary Helen Waggoner
Melinda Lowe
Othelia Davis
Parish Fields
Robert Hotcher
Robin V. Picray
Ronnie Hass
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ckel girls Lo slate

ders call for MDE to he more
portive of residential high school
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th proposals to
« Mississippi School
athematics and Sci-
1ue today, Mississip-
versity for Women
king its claim on the
antial  high  school
he announcement of
to build new facili-
n The W campus.

ssident Nora Mill-
ared components of
¥'s proposal during
nday morning press
rence at City Hall,
ling plans to build

specifically for MSMS stu-
dents,

But proposals aside,
Miller said it is impera-
tive that the state invest
in MSMS operations fa-
cilities at a higher, more
adequate level.

“With adequate, rea-
sonable funding and in-
tentional planning, the
state of Mississippi will
save money by investing
in the current infrastruc-
ture of MSMS on The W
campus,” she told a stand-
ing-room-only crowd of
about 70 who attended

'HE COMMERCIAL DispatcH

75 ¢ Newsstasp

espay | Fesruaay 25, 2025

“Although there is polit-
ical pressure to relocate
MSMS to Starkville with
connections to (Mississip-
pi State University) and
possibly the Starkville-Ok-
tibbeha schools, we urge
the State Board of Educa-
tion to move bheyond nar-
rowly focused politics and
actin the best interests of
MSMS students,”

The State Board of Ed-
ucation asked both MUW
and MSU to submit pro-
posals by today to operate
and house the school as it
expands. After reviewing
the proposals, the board
will make a recommen-
dation to the legislature.
Any changes the state

UW details plans for expa ndmg, housing MSMS

Emma McRae/Dispateh Statt
Mayor Keith Gaskin, left, and Mississippi University for Women President Nora Miller stand

In front of a standing-room only crowd Monday at City Hall in Columbus. Miller, Gaskin and
Lowndes County Board of Supervisors President Trip Halrston discussed the importance of
keeping Mississippl School for Mathematics and Science at The W campus, and Miller also
presented plans for expansions outlined in the university's proposal to house and operate

‘acilities on campus the press

conference.

See MSMS, 3A

the resldential high school.
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Visual arts teacher pushing SHS
students toward natlonal recogmtlon

‘| wanted to see our
kids be the hest in the
country, to compete
and get scholarships

anywhere in the world’

BY EMMA MCRAE
emcracBedispatch.con:

estled on the Starkville High
NSchool campus, the White

House Studio where Andrew
Lark teaches visual arts feels like it
is in a different world.

From the rows of paintings
alongside the staircase in the front
hallway to the galleries of first-time
sketches from freshman students
and the signatures of alumni lining
its white walls, the house is a space
for students to find their artistic
voice.

For Lack, the house is where
he fulfills his mission of empower-
ing young artists by helping them
develop professional skills across
multiple mediums, ranging from
film photography to fashion design
to sketching and even building
instruments.

“Being here 28 years, I've poured
myself into this community,” he

Emina McRae/Dispatch Staft

Andrew Lark, who teaches visual arts and photography, admires a student’s work
Monday in the front hallway of the White House Studio on the Starkville High
School campus, After teaching at SHS for the last 28 years, Lark has seen several
students go on to receive numerous national and international awards and go on to

study visual arts.

said. “I wanted to see our kids be
the best in the country, to compete
and get scholarships anywhere in
the world, and God has blessed that
to happen.”

Raised in Clarksdale, Lark grad-
uated from Mississippi Valley State
University and began teaching at

SHS in 1997 He remembers easily
picking up different art media as

a child, though sometimes it was
difficult for others to see the value
in his passion.

“Even in kindergarten, I was
doing these huge coloring crayon
See LARK, 34
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w did Edwina Williams become Mother Goose?

HGAIL SIPE ROCHESTER
ter@edispateh.com

rile Mother Goose is a

known worldwide as
naginary author of nurs-
wymes like “Jack and Jill”
Hickory Dickory Dock,”
nbus has a unique claim
+ characterin the Colum-
owndes Public Library's

)E FIVE QUESTIONS
leds 8B 1 Who was the first
548 African American to
/ord 6B compete in the U.S.

National Champion-
ship and win a Grand
Slam title at the 1956
French Open?
2\Who held the
Olympic record in the
200-meter dash in
19367
3 Who was the first
African American to
publish a book of
poetry?
4 Who was the first Af-
rican American lawyer
Q7 in the state of Ohio?
wsiED 1879 5 Who was the first

an to earn a four-year

children’s librarian, her

Edwina Williams has be-
come synonymous with the
character in the Golden Tri-
angle. Whether she is in the
library or on the street, Wil-
liams is often referred to as
“Mother Goose”
than her own name. And she
can often be seen wearing

Alrican American wom-

“uniform,”

Mother Goose

more often
dren learn?

SALENDAR

covered in flowers, a blue
dress and a white apron.
But how did the

character? How
up at the library? And how
does Mother Goose help chil-

a straw hat

local
become the
did she end

See ASK THE DISPATCH, 64
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Today day through Saturday, wi Saturday
B Now Music at tho W a2 pm. matinee Sunday, at

lew Music at the W: McCornas Hall Theater.  Tho Paul Thorn Band
Mississippi Unwersity for Concort: Presented by
Wormen's Department of . The Bam Concert Sefies,
Music prasents this concert F"day thmuzh The Paul Thorn Band will
of medem and contemporary  Gyngay be pertorming two album
concert musicinafusion of g g 1igntning Thief: reisase concerts, one at 5

genres. The ewent begns at
7:30 pam. in Pondexter Hall
and s free and open to the

Golden Trangle Theatre is
performing a production
of “The Lightning Thief,” a

pm. and the other at 8 p.m.,
at Cromwell Theater on the
MUW Campus.

Pl musical based on the 2005

el of th ne,
Wednesday through 1w yeeun ot oo peree SUnday, March 2
Sunday mances wil startat 7pm. M Impact Award Announco-

B Modea: TheateMSU is
staging this classic Greek
tale abaut betrayal and a

Friday and Saturday, with
matinees running at 2 pan.
and 2:30 pam.

mont Celebration: 100+
Women Who Care Columbus.

onSaturday Wil be annourcing the reciph

Two applicants
vie for city CVB
hoard seat

Patel reapplies for seat
he has held since 2022;
former Columbus COO
also interested In post

CADENCE HARVEY
charteyGedispatch.com

Two  applicants [ 08
have emerged for a
vacant seat on the
board of Colum-
bus-Lowndes  Con-
vention and Visitors
Bureau.

Current  hoard &
member Jay Patel is
seeking  reappoint-
mentand is contested
by former Columbus
Chief Operations Offi-
cer David Armstrong.
Columbus City Coun-
cil will appoint an ap-
plicant March 4 to a
three-year term.

CVB  works to
boost tourism in Columbus and
Lowndes County by promoting the
city and county as a destination
area. The nine-member board in-
cludes four appointments each from
the city and county, as well as one
appointment made by the Columbus
mayor and Lowndes County Board

See APPLICANTS, 6/

g Al
Ammstrong

Mother Goose
(Edwina Wil-
liams) plays the
piano at the
Columbus-Lown-
des Public
Library Thurs-
day morning.
Williams has

j| embodied Moth-
er Goose at the
library for about
40 years, and
she has played
the character
for even longer.

Abigas Sipe Rochestay/ Dispatch Statf)

LOCAL FOLKS PUBLI

MEET (mw S
Today: Colum-
busLowndes
Convention and
Visitors Bureau
Board, 4 p.m.,
CVB board
room

Feb. 27:
Columbus City
Council work
session, 10:30
am., City Hall
March 3: Lown
des County
Board of Super-

iy

college degree?

Answers, 6B

pawerful woman's ven
geance, Performances wil
begin at 7:30 p.m., Wednes

and Sunday, respectively.
Tickets are $15 for adults
and $8 for chidren.

Anderson Christopher, 6,
of Sturgis, loves to draw and
play on the monkey bars.

ent of its 13th impact award
at 4 p.m. at Zachary's, 205
North Fth St.

visors, 9 am..
courthouse



e following arrests
made by the Lown-
Zounty Sheriffs Of-

Antonio Weston, 31,
:harged with posses-
»f burglary tools and
¢ to appear.

Brian Gartman, 38,
charged with grand
1y-more than $1000.
Chasity Spangler, 36,
charged with child

Lamorris Lang, 38,
harged with posses-
»f a weapon by a fel-
peeding 21-30 mph
limit, possession of
uana and possession
‘aphernalia.

Tajh Bush, 32, was
ed with possession
ontrolled substance.

e following arrests
made by the Oktibbe-
unty Sheriff’s Office:
Roshelle Murry, 55,
harged with shoplift-

M Javeon
Hinton, 22,
was charged
with shoot-
ing into a
dwelling.

| ]

Lowery

Charmina
Nickey, 28, was charged
with bench warrant and
DUI 3rd offense.

M Passion Gatlin, 20,
was charged with no tag,
two counts of no drivers
license, two counts of no
insurance and contempt of
court.

M Camryn Turnipseed,
19, was charged with pos-

AR&A ARRESTS

session of marijuana with
intent to distribute.

B Henry Lowery, 66,
was charged with pos-
session of a weapon by
a felon, two counts of no
insurance, two counts of
expired tag and expired
drivers license.

M Desmond Boyd, 42,
was charged with posses-

McEwing nvl- m

sion of a weapon by a felon,
possession of marijuana in
a vehicle and possession
of paraphernalia.

M Nicholas McCloud,
33, was charged with
MDOC hold, receiving sto-
len property and contempt
of court.

M Travell McEwing, 33,
was charged with posses-

Franks

Kcnn

sion of a weapon by a felon.

M Alvin Davis III, 36,
was charged with sen. to
MDOC.

M Zyria Kennedy, 24,
was charged with simple
assault, MDOC hold, two
counts of child restraint,
no insurance and no seat-
belt.

M Bradley Franks, 34,

Stevenson

was charged with disturb-
ing the peace and posses-
sion of paraphernalia.

M Raymond Wise, 33,
was charged with burglary
other than dwelling and
possession of marijuana
more than 30 grams.

M Dlaisha Stevenson,
21, was charged with false
pretense.

SMS

Iued from Page 1A

ribes will go into
in the 2026-2027
1 year.

for how the propos-
1l be assessed, Mill-
iid the Mi

tional 242,000 square feet
of shared space.

For the last two years,
Miller said the university
has worked on its master

rtment of Education
1ed no guidance.
asked for the rubric
will be
in eval-
3 the
osals
as told
they
create
after
Jropos-
she

ller, joined by Mayor
Gaskin and Lown-
‘ounty Board of Su-

plan in collak ion with
MSMS administration to
ensure the school's cur-
rent and future needs are
addressed, most notably,
the need for updated fa-
cilities.

“During the master
planning process, in co-
ordination with MSMS,
two spaces were identi-
fied for potential new fa-
cilities with the option of
one or both to be residen-
tial spaces,” Miller said.
“Additionally, two vacant
residential facilities, Fant
and Peyton Hall, could be

d and d

sors Trip Hairst

ded MSMS's cur-
location and its po-
1to grow on The W
us. The high school
65,000 square feet
licated space across
ildings with an addi-

rk

for MSMS.”

Miller said the esti-
mated price for renovat-
ing one of those buildings
is about $22 million. She
did not provide cost esti-
mates for new facilities

Monday.

The proposal also in-
cludes plans to expand
dual enrollment offerings
for MSMS students at
The W. The university
currently offers 14 du-
al-credit courses for the
students, but the planned
expansion would increase
offerings to 41 courses,
Miller said.

Miller said MUW will
still be campaigning for
MDE to increase funding
to MSMS, both for facili-
ty issues to be addressed
and for administrative
costs to be adequately
covered.

“The W has long
served as the fiscal agent
for MSMS, overseeing ac-
counts payable, accounts
receivable, public pro-
curement processes, pay-
roll benefits, processing,
grant financial transac-
tions and other business
services,” she said. “The
administrative fees that

MSMS pays have not kept
up with the actual cost of
providing these services.”

Hairston agreed with
Miller, calling for the de-
partment to be more sup-
portive of the high school
instead of trying to “fix
somethmg that’s not bro-

ken

“The budget for MSMS
comes from
MDE ... and
it's funded
by the state
legislature
as a line f
item during
the appro-
priations
process, but
it's up to MDE to be an
advocate for MSMS and
to request that funding,”
Hairston said.

The university receives
an annual allocation of
$113,000 to cover rou-
tine maintenance issues,
which often leaves MUW
footing the bill for major

o\
Hairston

ed from Page 1A

ngs, and people come in and to finish not knows someone else. to find their voice in
something was always on the top,” he “Some of these pcgplc visual arts, He is in the
:nt about me then,”  said. “I grew up in that, I've never met,” he said. process of planning a free
d. “In a Black en- and I want to make sure “They saw what [ was afterschool program to

nent, people didn't
stand the value of
( was doing.”

sees teaching as
ng and art as an
tunity for students
caver their poten-
1d use it to build a
hat's my whole
trying to give our
.. a feeling that, ‘We
lississippians, and
n compete against
«dy in the world,”
d. “I'want them to
1at you can make it
1ere in the world,
ville is a place that
3 allowing us to

+ a foundation where
:an get what they
here and go any-

tt of that mission
ating opportunities
1dents to showcase
work. Lark routinely
5 his students in
vide and national
stitions.

‘e expected to lose
st). We expected to

that my kids never experi-
ence that, I want them to
experience positive things
- that we are somebody
and God has made us spe-
cial and we're winners.”

To date, Lark said
the White House Studio
has amassed more than
70 national awards and
cven several internation-
al awards. Many of his
former students continued
studying visual arts at
Savannah College of Art
and Design, University
of Columbia and even
Harvard University.

Teaching art requires
a lot of materials, and for
Lark, support is accepted
wherever it is offered,
even if he doesn’t know
the person, company or
organization offering it.
He just calls someone who
can help and follows the
line from there.

Need $10,000 worth of
photography film? Lark
knows a guy. Looking for
$3,500 of sculpting clay?
He knows someone who

doing and said, ‘We are go-
ing to invest in this thing
because it's bigger than
you.' ... I called whoever

1 could to help my kids.

1 live that way because I
know there's resources
out there.”

Students have earned
12 Overall Best of Show
awards at the national
Congressional Art Com-
petition during Lark’s
tenure, allowing them to
exhibit their work in the
U.S. Capitol for the last 12
years,

Lark has received his
fair share of awards as
well, including teacher
of the year on the school
district, region and state
level. He received Rotary
International’s Excel-
lence in Education Award
and is a member of the
Starkville Area Education
Hall of Fame.

his teaching to offer stu-
dents, from seventh-grad-
ers to seniors, from
other schools a chance

ssissippi sheriff’s deputy is shot
d killed while responding to a call

\SSOCIATED PRESS

'‘RRY — A Mississip-
erifi’s deputy was
and killed while re-
ling to a call outside
tate’s capital city of
on, authorities said.
puty Martin
is Jr, 37, of the
5 County Sheriff’s
: died after the Sun-
1ight shooting, the
fi’s office said in a
nent.

a home on Midway Road
in Terry, Mississippi,
southwest of Jackson, au-
thorities said. Few other
details on the circum-
stances were immediate-
ly released.

Hinds County Sher-
iff Tyree Jones said he
heard the police radio
traffic that sent Shields
and another deputy to
the residence. Then, “I
heard the distress call
from a deputy on the

“shots fired, shots fired.”

and dispatchers
to reach Shields over
the radio, but got no an-
swer. “My heart sank as |
rushed to the scene, not

teach students across the
region before and after
school.

“I'm trying to reach
out and find every kid,” he
said. “If they come from
Columbus, great. If they
come from West Point,
great. I just want to give
kids that opportunity be-
cause what they're going
to face out there in the
world talking about being
an artist in Mississippi.”

upgrades and improve-
ments. Gaskin echoed
calls for more financial
investment in MSMS at
the state level and also
encouraged community
members to support the
school individually.

“The W has long ex-

pendedg
more  on
mainte-

nance and
upgrades

than  has

been cov-

ered by the =
annual fee 92%Kin

as part of the shared mis-
sion and service to the
state,” he said. “For exam-
ple, recently replacing an
air handling unit that cost
$768,000. You see that
educating the state's best
and brightest is a won-

derful opportunity for all,
but it takes support from
all. Not just the state, but
from all of us.”

MSU Vice President
for Strategic Communi-
cations and Director of
Public Affairs Sid Salter
told The Dispatch he did
not feel like there were
any surprises in The W's
press conference.

“As they have, we are
putting the -
final touch-
es on our f
(proposal)
and we will
be submit-
ting  that
in a timely
fashion,”
he  said,
though he offered no spe-
cifics to MSU’s proposal.

Salter

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Recelveafree 5-yearwarranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535,

Call844-316-8630

to schedule your free quote!
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to end the mnnlh' Temperatures
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Slight raln chance on Th

FRIDAY

rsday,

|| SATURDAY

getting a
the fallen deputy,”
posted on social media.

a hero, embodying the
courage and commitment
we all share in serving
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AL VOICGES

ction needed to fight for MSMS

wld like to
mmend the
spatch's “Our
' opinion

e in Tuesday’s
n and agree
theartedly
sverything
in. I especial-
rreciate the
on ink quip.
ant! I would

2 let your

rs know how
a few things from the
hes regarding this issue.
‘st of all, I am very proud
at we are accomplishing
ms of growth and eco-

: development not only
wndes County but in the

s region. We have in the
:n Triangle LINK the envy
ssissippi and arguably
sutheast. Remarkably, we
an economic development
roration between three
ies and our respective
sipalities and have seen
success. I hear from
areas in the state who
they had the collaboration
ir communities that we
here. It is extremely
tunate that two of our
wunities and the respec-
niversities therein are

Trip Hairston

s now pitted against

cach other. MSMS
is woven in the very
fabric of who we are
in Columbus and
Lowndes County. If
the legislature de-
cides to pry MSMS
from us, I believe
they will do more
harm to MUW and
Columbus than they
will do good for
MSU and Starkville.
More importantly, I have heard
from many former students,
former parents, and current
parents who believe the legis-
lature will do way more harm
than good to MSMS by moving
it to MSU. They believe this for
all the same reasons we have
been yelling from the top of
our lungs for over a year now
and have been articulated so
well by this paper.

The only consistent com-
plaint is the condition of the
residence halls and the need
for updated academic and
lab spaces. MSMS students
deserve better facilities and
appropriate increased funding.
The same increased funding
that the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education (MDE) has
neglected to send and lobby

for in the legislature all these
years. The same increased
funding that will have to be
spent regardless of whether it
stays at MUW or goes to MSU.
The same increased funding
that needs to be spent in the
location where MSMS was
born and raised. MUW did not
create this problem, MDE did
through their lack of action and
advocacy.

Obviously, I belicve the
whole process by which the
MDE is gathering information
from MUW and MSU is {lawed,
and [ was even quoted in last
weekend'’s edition stating that
1 do not believe it is a serious
inquiry because the fix is al-
ready in. Years ago, I spent five
years working in the Capitol for
the Legislative Budget Office
(LBO). During that time, I was
able to see firsthand the legis-
lative process. I became well
versed in the committee struc-
tures and their relationships
with the various state agencies.
When I read the request for
proposal issued by MDE, I was
immediately struck by what
1 learned all those years ago.
Representative Rob Rober-
son from Starkville serves as
the Chairman of the House
Education Committee. MDE

is beholden to the Education
Chairman and his committee,
because they make decisions
and determine the disposition
of various legislative actions
wanted or unwanted by the
department. Because of that
relationship, MDE has every
incentive to keep the Chairman
happy. MDE is certainly aware
that Chairman Roberson has
been very vocal about his wish-
es for MSMS to leave MUW
and move to MSU. He also
made it clear that he expects

made by the legislature. The
various legislators will eventu-
ally have to weigh in with their
vote even though some will try
and hide behind MDE's recom-
mendation.

Unfortunately, it looks like
we will have to decide if we are
willing to fight a fight we did
not provoke, In the early days
of World War II, Britain had a
decision to make. They could
take the Neville Chamberlain
approach of appeasement or
the Winston Churchill approach

there to be collaboration if not
an outright merger of MSMS
with the combined Starkville
Oktibbeha County School Dis-
trict. I can't help but believe he
sees this as a perfect oppor-
tunity for the state coffers to
fund a significant portion of
the new Starkville High School
proposed to be built on the
campus of MSU by effectively
using MSMS as a means to an
end. I certainly don’t blame
him for trying, and I would
assume the people living in

his district are applauding his
efforts,

1 need to reiterate the point
that the final decision is not
made by the foregone con-
clusion and recommendation
by the MDE but is ultimately

of resili and 8
‘The irony is not lost on me that
the first letter in the name
Winston is “W.” Obviously, I
am choosing the latter. I visited
my old stomping grounds, the
state Capitol, on Wednesday. I
made a few strategic visits in
the House and Scnate thanks
to our local delegation. Howev-
er, members of the legislature
could care less what a lowly
county supervisor thinks, so
they need to hear from you.
Please take a few minutes from
your day and reach out per the
appeal from Thursday’s opinion
article. Hearing from you is
what could make a difference.

Trip Hairston is the president
of the Lowndes County Board of
Supervisors.

t VIEW
ses and thorns
5 A rose to Mississippi State base-
jy 3 ball players Hunter Hines and Stone
:  Simmons and Simmons Erosion
37<<l Control for putting together an NIL
package for the benefit of the Make-
A-Wish Foundation of Mississippi.
54 career home runs in his Bulldog career,
1 enters his senior season this spring 13 hom-
1ot of the record set by Rafael Palmeiro in
His teammate, pitcher Stone Simmons, was
ached while doing volunteer work for Make-
h for a way to create a fund-raising mecha-
with the MSU baseball program. Simmons
:sted a donation be made to Make-A-Wish for
homer Hunter hits as he chases the record
immons Erosion Control signed the NIL deal
7ill donate $1,000 for every homer Hines hits
eason. Additionally, one donor has agreed
ke a donation to the campaign for every
*Stone Simmons strikes out this season.
ampaign hopes to inspire MSU baseball
o contribute to the Home Runs For Wishes
aign. We applaud all involved for teaming up
ke every Hunter homer a step in fulfilling a
-A-Wish child's dream.

A thorn to Columbus City Council,
which scems less than enthusiastic
about allowing the incomplete Terry

‘Q\ Brown Amphitheater to be used

% by the Golden Triangle Theatre's

summer camp. GTT Executive

tor Garrett Torbert made the pitch to the
t Thursday's work season. While Ward 6
cilwoman Jacqueline DiCicco said she liked
ea, Ward 5 Councilman Stephen Jones
ted to using the facility before it is entirely
ed. Mayor Keith Gaskin seemed neutral on
ca. The first phasc of the project, including
ruction on the stage, electrical/water/sewer
ome concrete work, was completed in 2017.
Mfficials said then that the facility could host
‘oncerts and other non-ticketed events. There
een no additional work done at the site in five
as the city looks for the additional $1 million
:d to complete the project. As it stands now,
nphitheater sits unused and is an embarrass-
to the city. The idea of getting some use out
+ facility while supporting local kids in the
program should be a no-brainer. It could also
raof of concept, which could potentially be
iged for additional funding. It appears that
ideas aren't always welcomed by the city
:il. That, too, is an embarrassment.

A rose to the Mississippi Univer-
sity for Women nursing program,
which continues to be the gold
7 standard for nursing education in

the state. The latest rankings of
nursing schools by NursingProcess.
firms that status, ranking MUW'’s Associate
s¢ in Nursing, Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
1d RN to BSN programs as the state’s best.
¥’s ASN program was the No. 1 program in
sutheast Region. Meanwhile the Vandergriff
e of Nursing and Health Sciences has been
d the best school in the state for nursing and
d 39th nationally, according to Niche.com. In
More than 98% of students who completed
V's registered nursing programs in spring
obtained licenses in Mississippi, and 83% of
-aduates accepted a position within the state.
¥'s outstanding programs are a boon to both
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NOTES FROM EXILE

Band members of Starchild.

A night at Neal’s

M

ore tales
from the
rock and
roll road,

It’s
1973, and
Starchild,
the band I
was hired
to front,
had just
recently played the Button South
in Ft. Lauderdale. At the time,
this was THE big venue in South
Florida for bands like us: long
haired rock in the time of Led
Zeppelin and Pink Floyd.

Many big names at the time
were launched there and even
those who had already “made it”
would occasionally come back for
an appearance. A big stage kind
of place. Our manager Angie had
used her considerable contacts to
get us booked there, so we were
under great pressure to do well.

Mike Pinera’s Blues Image
(“Ride Captain Ride") had just
been there the week before. Later
into the 80's you could see the
Kinks, Foghat, the Ramones, Joan
Jett and the Blackhearts, Motor-
head...the list goes on.

It was a good night. A step up
the ladder.

So Angie took it up a notch and
booked us at the biggest nightclub
in West Palm Beach. It was hard-
er to get on the schedule there
than it is to get a job at USAID
today.

Neal's was a large two story
building right on the main street
cutting through downtown West
Palm. Iheard that it had been

Thom Caraccio

There was a large ballroom on
the top floor with a substantial
stage.

Downstairs was a smaller
version,

Being the new kids, we of
course had the bottom floor and
stage.

But it was prestigious nonethe-
less. The headliners, a prominent
local band called Dalas Star fea-
turing Charles Cook, would play a
45 minute set, then we would play
the same below.

Dalas Star had opened numer-
ous shows at the West Palm Beach
Auditorium and were very popular
up and down the Florida coast.

They were a really great band,
but it didn’t hurt that they had
a girl backup singer who wore
skimpy tight-fitting outfits and
who had been blessed with rather
voluminous body parts which were
difficult to ignore.

Starchild had... ME. Nowhere
near that kind of crowd pleaser.

I wouldn’t have looked too good
in Spandex shorts. Luckily, our
band's performances made up for
that.

So, jealousy tainted our con-
versations about Dalas Star every
time we were on break.

The big topic that night was
the fact that it was Charlie Cook's
birthday. He was turning 30 years
old.

Now, I was 24 and the rest of
Starchild was even a bit younger.

It amazes me looking back just
how stupid and silly guys at that
age can really be. We were howl-
ing, making cvery joke possible.

“He'll be in a nursing home
before they come back here!”

“No! They don’t allow wheel-
chairs on stage!”

Courtosy photo

And on and on.

If you wait long enough, karma
will catch up with you.

Charles Cook is STILL playing,
though in small venues.

(Unfortunately the band name
is the Fog)) Starchild? There are
only two of us still alive. And I
have shoes I still wear that are 30
years old.

‘The night went pretty well ex-
cept when we were loading out to
leave. Our bass player decided to
pillage their liquor storage room
in the basement.

That was a typical exercise in
those days by bands who felt that
they weren’t being compensated
enough.(The pay today in 2025
is in the same dollar amount.

But they lock the booze up much
better.)

The slit of a window in this old
building was at ground level, but
Joe managed to squeeze cases of
whiskey out to our waiting sound
tech.

Thinking he heard someone
about to come in (but weren't),
he decided to escape through the
window opening. We were mighty
skinny in those days, but not skin-
ny enough. Joe was stuck halfway
through.

Someone found a screwdriver
and quickly freed him by taking
the window frame out. We were in
a hurry and didn’t put the window
back, so some wandering bum
probably got lucky later.

And we hauled butt out of
there.

Thom Caraccio (tcaraccio@juno.
com) is a retived musician and
retired molion picture scenic artist
living in West Palm Beach, Flori-
da who hails from Columbus. He
graduated from S.D. Lee High in
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o you have opinions on MSMS? Here's who to call

recommendation to the legis-
lature.

The state board is made up
of nine members appointed by
the governor, lieutenant gover-
nor and speaker of the House.
None of the current members
are from the Golden Triangle.

e success of acupuncture
1ds on knowing where to
the pressure.

e same can be said of
ncing policy.

Tuesday’s edition, a

tch editorial challenged
irness of a process that
‘eigh heavily on whether
ssippi School for Mathe-
s and Science remains on
[ississippi University for
:n campus in Columbus
wes to a new home on the
us of Mississippi State
«rsity in Starkville.

bers aren't listed, but there is
the main switchboard number
and individual email addresses.
M MDE Board main switch-
board: (601) 359-3513.
M Mike Miller: mmiller@

sed on the interest the mdek12.org
Aial has generated, we M Glen East: geast@
re many people want to mdek12.0rg
their voices heard on this M Wendi Barrett: wharrett@
That means knowing mdek12.0rg
: to apply the pressure. M Matt Mayo: mmayo@
rou want to make your mdek12.0rg
heard, here’s who to M Bill Jacobs: bjacobs@
ct. Phone calls are most mdek12.0rg
ive, but emails are also M Ronnie McGehee: rmege-
hee@mdek12.org
M Mike Pruitt: mpruitt@
Board of Education mdck12.0rg
e most important people M Bill Jean Stroud:
itact are the members of  bstroud@mdek12.org
:ate Board of Education, M Mary Werner: werner@
+will make a critical mdek12.0rg

Board members’ phone num-

State Legislature

Funding for MSMS ulti-
mately comes from the Leg-
islature. MUW has been at
times unfairly criticized for the
deterioration of MSMS facil-
ities, including dormitories.
So if you want to address that
matter, asking the legislature
to provide funds for adequate
facilities is the place to start.

M Rob Roberson
(Starkville); chair of the House
education committee; (601)
359-3359; rroberson@house.
ms.gov

M Dana McLean (Colum-
bus); member of House univer-
sities and college committee;
(662) 328-0607; dmclean@
house.ms.gov

M Donnie Scoggin (Ellis-
ville); chair of House univer-
sities and college committee;
(601) 477-8553; rscoggin@
house.ms.gov

M Nicole Boyd (Oxford);
chair of Senate universities and
college committee; (601) 395-
2886; nboyd@senate.ms.gov

M Dennis DeBar (Waynes-
boro); chair of Senate educa-
tion committee; (601) 359-

3250; ddebar@senate.ms.gov

Leglslative Leadership:

You can also take your
argument to the top of each
chamber. The Lt. Governor
and Speaker of the House set
the agenda for each chamber
and have massive influence on
legislation.

M Lieutenant Governor
Delbert Hosemann; (601) 359-
3200; Itgov@senate.ms.gov

M House Speaker Jason
White; (601) 359-3300; jwhite@
house.ms.gov

Talking points to conslder:

W MSMS has thrived in
Columbus, becoming one of the
top high schools in the country.
Why fix something that isn't
broken?

M Funding for MSMS has
not increased significantly
since it was established in
1987. That needs to change
regardless of where the school
is located.

M There are numerous safe-
ty concerns with residential
high school students living in

close proximity to college stu-
dents. The Dispatch has done
a story comparing crime rates
between MUW to MSU.

M Nationally-recognized
MSMS programs such as Tales
from the Crypt and Eighth of
May Emancipation Celebration
are built around Columbus’
rich history.

M Columbus and Lowndes
provided seed money to help
start MSMS.

At this point, Mississippi
State has not publicly advocat-
ed to become the new home
of MSMS. Nothing requires
MSU to submit a proposal,
so it might be worth a call to
MSU President Mark Keenum
at (662) 325-3221; president@
msstate.edu

Finally, there is a Bible par-
able about a poor widow who
kept going to an indifferent
judge with a complaint until he
gave in to her request, not on
merit, but exhaustion.

The moral of the story: Per-
sistent pressure pays off.

Make calls, send emails.
Rinse and repeat.

|IER EDITORS
merica risks its
ace in the world

e Trump administration’s deployment to Latin America
ent days offered a nugget of insight into the president's
1al worldview.
Panama City, Secretary of State Marco Rubio sternly told
ient José Raiil Mulino that the United States would take
sures” if Panama did not reduce Chinese influence over
anama Canal — an ominous warning, given President Don-
-ump's avowed interest in taking over the canal,
¢ht hundred miles to the east, in Caracas, meanwhile, a
ng between Trump's special envoy Richard Grenell and
:uelan President Nicol4s Maduro was congenial. The Unit-
ates got something from it: Maduro released six Americans
n Venezuelan prisons and agreed to take back Venezuelans
‘ted from the United States. In exchange, Maduro got
priceless pics in Miraflores Palace smiling alongside the
ican diplomat. Granting an image of legitimate respectabil-
ey offered the Venezuelan autocrat a future of promise,
e contrast here is alarming. Panama is a close ally of Wash-
1. It has offered its help to stop migrants on their way to
nited States. And Mulino is a self-avowed friend. Maduro,
2 other hand, has a $25 million U.S, bounty on his head.
1at's more bling is that this asy ry in
:nd and foe seems to be Washington's new norm. From his
2 to take Greenland from Denmark and make Canada the
tate, to his warning to Panama and his (postponed) tariffs
st Mexico and Canada, Trump has dished out his bullying
to America's allies. Next in line for the tariff treatment is
uropean Union,
ina — a geopolitical rival and Trump's personal béte noire
+ hit with tariffs for real, though lower than those threat-
against Canada and Mexico. Russia, like Venezuela, is
iting from Trump’s softer side. Although the president has
1 the prospect of unspecified new sanctions against Mos-
‘it doesn't negotiate a settlement with Kyiv, he has also
positions that Russian President Vladimir Putin tends to
with, including his opposition to Ukrainc's joining NATO,
vill be speaking,” Trump said of Putin, “and I think will
ps do something that'll be significant” toward ending the

2ating allies worse than adversaries is not in the standard
natic playbook, but it fits Trump's transactional approach.
iplomacy has no place for alliances based on shared values
ound by international conventions and legal frameworks.
eals he pursues are meant to achieve narrow goals. Trump
appily threaten to breach the United States-Mexico-Can-
greement that he himself reached with those countries
¢ his first term, in the interest of any short-term win.
is way of operating tends to suit the autocratic govern-
3 of America's foes. Rulers such as Putin, Maduro and Xi
1g of China prefer to govern in the same way — unimpeded
man rights treaties, laws of war or other obstacles. They
: Trump's language. But they will never become trust-
1y allies of the United States.
contrast, America’s erstwhile friends, the co-signers of the
seral democratic order that Washington once took pride in
1g — are recoiling from Trump's strategy. And this bodes
the world’s stability and security. As the Trump adminis-
n transforms the nature of diplomacy, it risks isolating the
d States.
soll taken for the European Council on Foreign Relations
the November election found that only 22 percent of peo-
a sampling of nine E.U. countries consider America to be
y “that shares our interests and values.” This is down from
rcent two years ago.
2sident Joe Biden might have been as keen as Trump to
onize China and to withdraw {rom the world economy into
:ectionist crouch, but he also understood that taking on
as powerful and resourceful as China requires strengthen-
. country's most signifi friendships, not di i
Driven by disdain for the alliances, norms and institutions
haped the West after World War 11, Trump seems to be-
that America is strong enough to bully its partners. Every

THE NATION

What kind of a populist is

an the
world’s rich-
est man be a

populist?

Elon Musk has
plenty of enemies
on the left who
say the Tesla CEO
is too rich to be a
champion of work-
ing Americans.

He has op-
ponents on the
right who say the
same, notably Steve Bannon,
the mastermind of the 2016
Trump campaign's anti-estab-
lishment messaging.

There's rumbling about a
clash between the “tech right”
and populist right in conserva-
tive as well as liberal media.

Vivek Ramaswamy, who
was supposed to be Musk's
partner in heading the Depart-
ment of Government Efficien-
cy, fell from grace with MAGA
activists after he criticized
Americans’ work ethic and de-
fended the H1B visa program.

DOGE aims to drastically
cut the size of government,
by as much as $2 trillion
in Musk’s most optimistic
scenario.

Yet there are some conser-
vatives who join progressives
in insisting that slashing
spending is what libertarians
do, not populists.

President Donald Trump
has taken the GOP a long way
toward becoming a work-
ing-class party.

Is Musk undoing that —
turning the clock back to the
days of Ronald Reagan?

If he is, Musk is really
advancing populism, not
betraying it.

Reagan wasn't just elected
by Wall Street, whatever Dem-
ocrats may think.

Blue-collar voters were the
backbone of his electoral coali-
tion, including working-class
Americans who had voted
Democratic for decades.

Reagan didn’t win them
over with promises of greater
government benefits — he
did it by attacking a govern-
ment that was bloated and
burdensome to the ordinary
taxpayer.

Trump voters, like Reagan
voters, want less of a govern-
ment that works against them.

Steve Bannon himsclf trac-
es the origins of the Trump

Daniel McCarthy

movement to the
‘Tea Party revolt
against govern-
ment bailouts of
financial institu-
tions and other
corporations “too
big to fail” during
the Great Reces-
sion,

The programs
and agencies Musk
is dismantling
prop up an elite
ecosystem in Washington that
takes billions of dollars from
taxpayers' pockets,

Take the foreign-aid agency
USAID: According to its own
reporting, last year only 12.1%
of its spending went directly
to providing aid in foreign
countries,

The other nearly 88% of its
budget went to “non-govern-
ment organizations” in Amer-
ica that serve as conduits for
the aid — and take a cut of the
money.

Unlock Aid, an organization
calling for reform of for-
eign-aid programs, estimates
“nearly nine out of every ten
dollars that USAID spent” in
2022 “went to its international
contracting partners, most of
which are based in or around
the Washington, DC area.”

Four of the six counties
in the United States with the
highest houschold income
~ including the one with
the highest of all, Loudoun
County, Virginia — are in the
D.C. region.

The nation’s capital grows
rich from the money its net-
works extract from taxpayers.

NGOs receiving USAID
money do not, of course, keep
it all for themselves — only a
slice.

But when tens of billions
of dollars are flowing through
the system every year, even a
taste is a feast.

Not coincidentally, Wash-
ington, D.C. and its suburbs
are deep blue on the elec-
toral map, which helps keep
Maryland and Virginia in the
Democratic column in presi-
dential contests.

And a certain portion of
the aid money that stays with
American NGOs, in the form
of employees’ salaries, gets
passed on to the Democratic
Party and progressive causes
in the form of campaign con-

Elon Musk?

tributions and other political
donations.

That's what makes the
system so hard to fight from
within,

Republican officehold-
ers are easily tempted into
thinking they could run the
machine for their own advan-
tage, and indeed, there are
plenty of NGOs in Washington
that function as professional
retirement homes for influ-
ential Republicans who have
played the game.

The only way to get rid of
the corruption is to bring in
outsiders who can’t be enticed
by what Washington can offer.

Trump himself is one such
outsider, and Musk is another,

Populism isn't about
rejecting wealthy individuals
like Trump or Musk, whose
personal fortunes pale beside
the kind of money government
spends.

The point of populism is
to curtail the self-dealing of
an insider class that feeds off
everyone's taxes.

Smaller government means
government more focused on
the limited number of things
that are truly in the public’s
interest.

When DOGE cuts waste,
fraud, abuse and self-dealing,
it frees up funds that can go to
better uses.

And when government
doesn'’t take such a big bite
out of American's paychecks
in the first place, they have
more money to spend taking
care of their families and com-
munities — and to give to the
international charities that
they decide are best suited to
help the needy abroad.

Not a cent that Musk and
his team cuts disappears from
circulation.

Instead the money is
taken away from the elite and
given back to uses the people
approve of — or it goes back to
the people themselves, to be
used the way they think best.

That’s populism, and yes,
Elon Musk, the richest man
on earth, is a populist.

Daniel McCarthy is edi-
tor-atlarge of The American
Conservative. A recognized
expert on conservative thought,
he has appeared in an array
of print and broadcast media.
Follow him on X at @ToryAn-
archist.

Local journalism matters
Support The Dispatch by subscribing or advertising
662-328-2424 or cdispatch.com/subscribe
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MARY MEANS BUSINESS

8th Magnolia Film Fest to feature

more ‘female-centric’ works The Paint

Store shutters

te's first film 5

v .
ival to show 34 ! ” in Columbus
iltPlS!iir\ PLUS: New Mexican
WDENCE HARVEY
Gedispatet.com restaurant open;
ARKVILLE - Filmmak- Scooter's Coffee
om all over are working
ing ’llnagic Iod the I?ig announces COlumbus
Tt s location
annual Magnolia Film
ral. fter

e festival is returning
'EC Starkville Holly-

Premiere Cinemas years,
20-22, bringing with it The Paint
world premieres, 18 Store in
ssippi film debuts and Colum-
erall 34 films from six bus has
ries and seven states. officially
ig these films are en- closed.
from Canada, the Neth- B Q\(}'ner
1s, France, Puerto Rico avi 5 :
pain. . Dokl i Richardson Mary Poliitz
omas Easterling, first-  writer and producer Jeremy Burgess speaks to a group of about 30 people about the power of collabo- confirmed .
board rating on film projects during the 2023 Magnolia Independent Film Festival, This year's festival is set for the store’s closure at 418 Main St.
lent  of Feb, 20-22 at UEC Starkville Hollywood Premiere Cinemas and will feature 34 films, Richardson’s parents first opened
festival the store in July 1974 on Highway
tionately each about 90 minutes, along Filmmakers will be avail-  year's theme: “Celebrating 45. He moved the store to Main
nas “The with 31 shorts ranging from able for a brief the Sound of Filmmaking." Street in 2008 but decided it was
said he three to 30 minutes in run- question and Misun said this year's film time to close shop late last year.
i the fes- time. The films will be show- answer  ses- entries are more diverse “I'had a job opportunity present
acts as a cased Thursday through sion with audi- than previous years. itself and I took it,” Richardson
to share Easterling Saturday, beginning at 6:30 ence members “I think we've got a lot said in a text message. “It was nice
filmmak- p.m. Thursday and Friday after each more female-centric stories to be able to close on my terms.”

rork with the communi-

y great wish is that
people in the commu-
uy tickets and come to
Magnolia so that they
2e what the magic of in-
went film is.”

e full lineup will include
feature presentations,

and 6 p.m. Saturday. There
will also be a family-friendly
showing at 11 a.m. Saturday,
which will showcase seven
independent films rated PG.

Festival Director Chris
Misun said this year's festi-
val will host 30 filmmakers
to show and represent their
films.

genre's  show-
ing, Misun
said. Filmmak- Misun

ers will also be

featured in a panel discus-
sion Saturday around 1 p.m.
at the UEC theater. Panel
leaders will discuss the sig-
ance of music and sound
Im to coincide with this

this year,” Misun said. “So
several films have very cen-
tral female characters and fe-
male directors and so, we're
trying to diversify.”

Before the films start
rolling, the festival will kick
off with a “Ladies Night” re-
ception at 6 p.m. Thursday

See FILM FEST, 6A

Richardson still has his former
client’s paint colors and said cus-
tomers who have his number can
text him and he will give them the
names.

“I'm thankful and (eel blessed
to have been in business for so
many years,” he said. “I had some
loyal customers and made a lot of

Sce BUSINESS. 64

e Miss graduate facing new charge of hiding Jimmie ‘Jay’ Lee's body

1 to remain in jail until his hond hearing next week

JLLY MINTA

ippi Today

e University of Mis-
pi graduate accused
lling Jimmie “Jay"
vas indicted on tam-
3 with physical evi-
4 a new charge that

leds 6B

ries 5A
ss 8B

{BLISHED 1879
[T
276300025 2

H Y

2,246

comes on the heels of the
unexpected discovery of
Lee's body last week.
Sheldon Timothy Her-
rington Jr. reported to the
Lafayette County Circuit
Court on Tuesday to face
a new indictment that al-

leges he obstructed jus-
tice by hiding Lee's body
after he killed Lee on July
8, 2022,

Herrington, who plead-
ed not guilty, was also ap-
pointed a public defender,
Oxford-hased attorney De-

nise Fondren, according
to multiple reports. Then
he was taken to jail where
he will remain until his
bond hearing next week.
That’s when Lafayette
County District Attorney
Ben Creckmore said he
would announce if the
state will seek the death

FIVE QUESTIONS

1 Alexander Graham
Bell filed a patent
application for what
invention on Feb. 14,

2 In Greek mythology,
what is the god of
love known as?

3 Relative to perfume,
this phrase rough-

Iy translates into
“grooming water.”

4 Meg Ryan's famous
“I'll have what she’s
having” scene in
“When Harry Met
Sally” 1akes place at
what New York City
deli?

§ What element are
diamonds made of?

Answers, 68

CALENDAR
Today through Sunday

# They Promised Her the Moon:
Starkvile Community Theatre
presents Laurel Olsten’s “They
Promised Her the Moon” at SCT's
Playhouse on Main. Based on the
e story of Jerrie Cobb, the first
American woman 1o test for space
fight, this drama folkrws hef joumey
as she steps into an Isolation tank
for a record-breaking ine hours.
Pedomances wil begn at 7 p.m.
Thursday through Saturday, with a 2
p.m. matinee performance Sunday.

Tod

" uﬁ!z: As part of Mississippi
State Universay's Lyceum Series,
TAKE wil perfom a concert of
classical musk: nbased with pop/

rock charisma. This fusion of
genves promises to exhiarate
audiences of alf ages. The concert
begns at 7 p.n. in Bettersworth
Auditorium. Tickets are avanlable
onine at msstate universtylchets
com, of in person by visiting the
Center for Student Activities in the
Cotvard Student Union.

Tuesday, Feb, 18

8 Black History Month Colebra-
tion Concaert: Celebrate Black
History Month wih this concert pre-
sented by the Mississippi University
for Women's Department of Music.
Performers willinclude W students.
ensembles and facuity. The concen
begns at 7:30 pm. n Poindéxter
Hall and is free and open to the
public.

penalty or life in prison
in the event Herrington is
convicted of capital mur
der at the next trial, a date
for which has yet to be set.

Creekmore did not pur-
sue the death penalty at
the trial in December, but
he told the Daily Journal
that the finding of Lee's

COMING SATURDAY

Dining
Guide:
Your guide
to food,
drinks

and other
yummy
things
throughout
the Golden
Triangle.

body last week was a “ma-
terial change in circum-
stances,”

Lee's body was dis-
covered last week at a
well-known dumping
site in Carroll County,
about a half-hour from
Herrington's parent’s

See HERRINGTON, 6A

PUBLIC
MEETINGS
Fob. 14: Loandes
County Schoot Dis-
trict 1230 p.m.,
Central Office
Feb. 26: Colum-
bus-Lowndas
Convention and
Visitors Bureau
Board, 4 p.m.. CVB.
board room
March 10: Co-
lumbus Municipal
School District,

5 pm.. Brandon
Central Services
March 14: Lown-
des County School
District, 12:30
p.m,, Central Office
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dvocating to keep
S at The W, told The
tch last week MUW
setter home for the
ichool when it comes
ety.

maintain that a large
institu-
is mot

rs on |
mpus,”
rston [
“It's
even
h there may be an-
. to how they can
it safe, how they
do this, that or the
to mitigate the is-
of having fraterni-
uses right within a
walk ... from 11th
2th graders on SEC
ame weekends.”
U reported an en-
ent of 23,150 stu-
in fall 2024, more
10 times the 2,193
led at MUW. Not
did MSU post the
r number of total
:reports, its rate per
students in several
: categories - such
se, stalking and rob-
3 - outpaced that of
V.

t that does not mean
‘tarkville campus is
«afe, Thomas Bour-
associate vice pro-
for student success
ean of students, told
Jispatch on Wednes-
{e noted the univer-
open campus has a
ur police force, K-9
nd SWAT unit.
you look al our con-

part of going out
years from now or
ears {rom now when
graduate and go out
the world, learning
to exist in an envi-

isiness
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ronment (and make) good
decisions.”

In a statement to The
Dispatch, MUW Presi-
dent Nora Miller said the
university is equipped to
continue providing a safe
environment for MSMS
students. Officers from
the campus police depart-
ment patrol the campus
24 hours a day.

“Our campus's man-
ageable size
minimizes
social safety
risks, and [F4)
our police ‘ 3
are famil-
iar with
MSMS and
W students, Miller
which  fos-
ters strong connections
on campus,” she said.

Crime by the numbers

The Cleary Act re-
quires  degree-granting
postsecondary  institu-
tions like MSU and MUW
to disclose how often cer-
tain crimes - like rape,
murder, robbery and
others - are reported on
campus and in residence
halls. Cleary Act data
represents reported inci-
dents, not necessarily ar-
rests or convictions.

Based on annual se-
curity and fire safety re-
ports, MUW has generally
had fewer reports of most
Cleary crimes, aside from
burglaries and aggravated
assaults.

‘The W had 14 burglar-
ies and one aggravated
assault reported on cam-
pus from 2021 to 2023
while only 12 instances of
burglary and no aggravat-
ed assaults were report-
ed at MSU in the same
timeframe. The majority
of the burglaries were
reported in 2022 and at-
tributed to an individual
“walking by vehicles and
pulling on door handles,”
according to a safety bul-
letin from The W Police
Department.

That equates to 6.38
burglaries reported for
every 1,000 students on
‘The W campus compared

to less than one reported
per every 1,000 students
on MSU'’s campus during
the three-year period.

MSU reported a high-
er number of all other
crimes classified by the
Cleary Act, with rapes
and fondling incidents
being reported most fre-
quently.

From 2021 to 2023,
MSU’s annual sccurity
and fire safety report
showed there were 2.63
rapes and 1.51 fondling in-
cidents reported for every
1,000 students. That rate
represents a total of 61
reported rapes over the
course of the three year
period at MSU. MUW had
one rape reported in the
same timeframe.

There were 2.33 in-
stances of stalking report-
ed for every 1,000 stu-
dents at MSU in the 2021
to 2023 timeframe as well
as 2.20 reports of dating
violence for every 1,000
students, MUW had no
on-campus reports of dat-
ing violence or stalking
from 2021 to 2023.

Peer comparison for
MsU
Among  similar-sized

universities in Mississip-
pi, MSU’s Cleary statis-
tics stack up more favor-
ably.

University of M

13,170, disclosed five re-
ported rapes between
2021 and 2023 or 0.37
reported per every 1,000
students. There were no
stalking or fondling in-
cidents reported. There
were six aggravated as-
saults reported on the
USM campus in that time-
frame or 0.45 reported
for every 1,000 students.
The university disclosed
nine reports of burglaries
on campus, which is 0.68
reported for every 1,000
students.

Adjusting security

aking  adjustments
with security if MSMS
was relocated to Starkville
would be familiar for the
university, which already
houses Partnership Mid-
dle School on the campus,
Bourgeois said.

“Not that we're not
concerned when these
things happen, because
we're always looking at it,
but since we already have
a school on campus, we're
pretty familiar with what
we do there,” he said.
“We're just going to have
to scale up that plan to
specifically deal with this
new population.”

Bourgeois said chang-
es in patrols could be con-
sidered to enhance safety,
especially with the added
factor of a resi

pi, which enrolled 23,981
in fall 2024, disclosed
40 rapes were reported
from 2021 to 2023 or 1.66
rapes reported for every
1,000 students.

There were eight inci-
dents of fondling report-
cd in that period or 0.33
reported per every 1,000
students at Ole Miss. The
university had 48 stalking
incidents reported over
the three years, about two
reported for every 1,000
students; 15 burglaries
reported or 0.62 for ev-
ery 1,000 students; and
two aggravated assault
reports or 0.08 for every
1,000 students.

University of South-
ern Mississippi, with a
fall 2024 enrollment of

1 fa-
cility for the high school-
ers.

“Of course, you have
juveniles, which is a whole
different ball game,” he
said. “So we'll do a lot
more with parents about
how this happens.”

Miller said the size of

the MUW campus and
features like a perimeter
gate ensure students are
safe on campus, and when
there is an emergency,
the small size of the cam-
pus makes it easy for po-
lice to respond quickly
and efficiently.

“The W's smaller cam-
pus and close-knit envi-
ronment provide a greater
benefit to MSMS, offering
students access to a col-
lege campus,” she said.

friends.”
od news, a new
1rant just opened in

queria y Botanas El
rac, 2118 Hwy. 45
ite 5, opened across
reet from Baskin
ns this month,
queria serves

fast from 6 to 9
vionday through

¥, lunch and dinner
n. to 9 p.m. Monday
gh Thursday, 10

0 10 p.m. Fridays
aturdays and 10

0 3 p.m. on Sun-

¢ owner Mario
nes opened the
1rant with his family
erves various dishes
ling huevos con
20, chilaquiles rojos

m fest

wed from Page 1A

o verdes, quesadillas,
gorditas, seafood options
and more.

“We invite everyone to
try our authentic Mex-
ican food made like at
home,” Morones said. “
Thank you for all giving
us the opportunity to
give you good service
and good taste.”

We're in the early
stages, but it looks like
Columbus is getting a
Scooter’s Coffee some
time in the future, Scoot-
er's Coffee, a Midwest
drive-thru coffee fran-
chise, announced plans
to open an additional 12
coffee kiosks, including
one in Columbus, The
company first opened in
1998 by Dan and Linda
Eckles in Bellevue, Ne-

braska, Scooter’s Coffee
is a drive-thru only model
ranging from kiosks 664
to 1000 square feet. With
these new stores, Scoot-
ers will have more than
800 locations throughout
30 states.

“At Scooter’s Coffee,
we're not just selling
coffee; we're creating
communities,” said
Tim Arpin, Scooter’s
chief growth officer in
a press release, “These
12 new locations across
six states represent our
commitment to spreading
the joy and connection
that a great cup of coffee
can bring.”

According to the
company's press release,
Vikaskumar and Prag-
neshkumar Patel will be

opening the Columbus lo-
cation. I could not reach
the owners by press time
on Wednesday.

A couple of weeks
ago we discussed the
Starkville and Columbus
Bargain Hunt locations
closing next month. Hilco
Consumer, manager of
Bargain Hunt's going-
out-of-business sale,
announced all Bargain
Hunt stores have started
its going-out-of-business
sales,

See y'all next week.

Former Dispatch re-
porter Mary Pollitz writes
weekly about interesting
business news, Have a tip?
Send il lo biz@cdispatch.
cont.

+ UEC theater, spon-
by Costume Party,
1l costume store in
ville, Easterling
The event will serve
opening reception to
'stival and has been
:d “Ladies Night”
effort to

awards party will begin at
10 p.m. Saturday and will
be sponsored by McAl
ister's, complete with a
baked potato bar for film-
makers and guests.

Films will be judged
across 13 categories,

luding an  Audi

women to attend the
al, though anyone
a ticket is welcome
end.

ere will also be a
g night awards party
‘ing the final feature
of the festival. The

rrington

iued from Page 1A

Choice category. Winners
will be awarded a stained
glass Magnolia flower,
created by local artisan
Alley Kat’s Glass.

Misun stated that com-
munity support is crucial
for The Mag’s continued

success.

“We're the first and
longest running festival in
the state of Mississippi,
and we can only continue
to be that with

have purchased a ticket
to attend that evening's
screening.

Tickets for individual
screenings will cost $15

BOVS & GINLS CuInS

s

Have www‘(ﬂwg' fow
love M ow wank (o
S’“AM/ with (Re wnwuuu&ﬂ

o
Whether you need a place * ” L2
to teach classes, host ¥y
gatherings, meel clients, a*
or work collaboratively

with others in a peaceful
environment, we've got the
space for you,

REDWOOD

BUSINESS & WELLNESS CENTER
Studio Space Our833-square-foot practice space s equipped
to supportyoga, fitness, and wellness teachers of alltypes.
Conference/Classroom Space Ourspace hasa large
table with8 chalrs and a cozy seating alea bylha fireplace. Flexible
and
Rental Space Pri lcmg First Hour: $50, Each Additional Hour:
$45; Discounts available for multi-day or multi-hour

For more ml'ormnhon, contact Anna n( 662-368-2106

com.

yYyYvyevy

A ynur flut nnlalwhmyou mentlon this
I and buok blfon the end of February.
yYyYVYVYVYY

com

Follow us on F:
662-368-2106 | 5374 Hwy. 45 N, Columbus, MS 39705

GARAGE
SALE

ty support,” Misun said.
“Whether that's spon-
sorships, whether it's
donations, whether it’s
volunteers, or whether
it's people coming to the
festival.”

Audience members are
invited to attend both the
opening and closing re-
ceptions, so long as they

($10 for students), festi-
val passes to view each
night's screenings will be
$40 (830 for students) and
a VIP Experience option
is available for access to
all screenings as well as
a VIP room with refresh-
ments for $100. Tickets
are available for purchase
in advance online at mag-
noliafilmfest.com.

+. The day Lee went
ng, Herrington was
on video retrieving
g-handle shovel and
barrow from his par-

it into the back of a box
truck that belonged to his
moving company, accord-
ing to evidence released
in the case.

ford Police Department
pulled from the court's
evidence file a partially
used roll of duct tape that
was discovered in Her-

police brought him in for
questioning. Herrington
purchased duct tape the
morning Lee went miss-
ing, according to a receipt
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rocess for determining MSMS site not fair to MUW

ere’s more than one way
nacat.

ere is also more than one
> skin Mississippi Univer-
»r Women.

Friday, the State Board
ucation asked, without
notice, that Mississippi
ity for Women and Mis-
pi State University submit
«sals to house and operate
ssippi School for Mathe- ineering. Mi

suspicion.

presentation, it would have
provided months, not merely
18 days, for the universities to
compile that information. The
rush alone is enough to arouse

As for the document itself, it
might as well have been written
in maroon ink, given the doc-
ument’s emphasis on research
in the fields of science and

MUW campus.

the scales here.

State

s and Science, the state’s
itate-funded residential
school for academically

ced students. programs in the sciences. Mis-
e possibility of moving sissippi University for Women,
S to the MSU campus a liberal arts school known

zed in the legislature
2ar. It was met with a
orm of criticism and was

y dropped. degrees in the sciences.
1at happened Friday was a It is odd that MDE would
trategy. stress the host university’s pro-

e proposals are due to
bmitted in less than
weeks (Feb, 25). If MDE
dath b thoughtful

bl

is one of the leading research
universities in the nation. It
has 74 masters and 44 doctoral

best for its education and
nationally-recognized nursing
programs, has no post-graduate

grams now. It's not as though
MUW focused on the sciences
when the decision was made to
h MSMS on its campus.

ence.”

through MDE.

The school’s mission hasn't
changed during all the years
that MSMS has thrived on the

The type of information
requested heavily favors MSU.
MDE is putting its thumb on

MBDE cynically cites as a
considering factor the univer-
sities’ ability to provide an
i for the growth of
MSMS and “a structured and
supportive residential experi-

These are odd requests
since for almost all of its 36
years, MSMS has been ap-
proved for more students than
the state has provided funds
for. Clearly, there’s never been
much interest in growth until
now, but if growth really is a
goal, the greatest obstacle to
growth is not location, but the
legislature, which funds MSMS

Likewise, the desire to

have modern, well-appointed
dormitories doesn’t depend on

ness to fund the construction
of those dormitories. Are we
to believe that construction
is cheaper in Starkville than
Columbus?

Finally, we find it curious
that the sudden interest in
relocating MSMS to Starkville
just happens to coincide with
the plans for building a new
Starkville high school.

The Starkville school
district has a big, big problem
with that, though. Taxpayers
are already on the hook for a
$16 million bond to build The
Partnership School, which
opened in 2020 on property

was able to secure $10 million
in funds from the legislature
for that project.

Partnering with the univer-

the host, but the state’s willing-

donated by MSU adjacent to its
campus. Because of its connec-
tion to MSU, the school district

sity to host the state-funded
MSMS again gives the school
district an avenue to attract
considerable state funding for
its new high school.

It's a neat trick if they can
pull it off. How many other
school districts can convince
the legislature to help fund not
just one, but two new schools?

Given a fair hearing, we
believe MUW can make a
convincing case for remaining
the home of MSMS. It has been
a supportive host since the
school’s inception despite re-
cent efforts to blame The W for
conditions for which the state
bears the responsibility.

It is obvious from the nature
of this request that MDE has
no real interest in hearing the
W's case. It is all for show.

A blind man can sce what's
happening here.

The fix is in.

The chance of MUW getting
MDE's recommendation is nil.

\SUMHAW

man’s gotta fish

e fishing was good: it
e catching that was

- A.K. Best, Pro-

m fly lyer, fly fisher,
1g writer (1933-)

nol tell fish slories
the people know you.
sularly, dow't tell them
they know the fish.
'k Twain, American
* and humorist (1835-

Z :
Shannon Bardvell

soked like it was going to be a good day for
hing. The temperature felt comfortable;
iter levels were right where he wanted it.
‘amp was clear. Sam and his buddy headed
enada Lake early in the morning between

. and 6 a.m, Takes about two hours to get
from here. There had been talk about good
g going on at Enid Lake and Sardis Lake.
made sense Grenada Lake would be ready
However, it was not to be. The fog was

1, and the fish weren't interested. Buddy

it onc crappic and Sam caught none. That
ever happened. After he arrived home, he
yed out to our lake to catch and release
That was good to know as we had dug out
ike a couple years back and wondered if the
urvived, looks like they did. If we need to
ck the fish, you're talking about buying hass
ream fish about an inch long for fifty cents

t to be outdone Sam decided to fish Luxa-
1 Creek streaming nearby Mississippi and
ma. It turned out to be a warm day in the
nd there was no fog. Sam left about mid-day
g would be a good idea, Momma always said
1ary was the coldest month of the year, but
aed out not to be so this year. When he got
, he reported you can’t get in the Lux by the
area but it's not the only option.
.urned out to be a really nice fishing expedi-
Caught one 14” speck, one 15" female white
ie, three two-pound bass, one three-pound
bass. He reported he hooked two more keep-
ippic, that he lost off the hook. There were
10re big fish that gave a good pull.
1ile Sam was fishing, I was at the YMCA, I ran
friend who asked about Sam and his fishing.
ked if I had heard Brad Paisley's song about
g and he laughed. Back in the car I googled it
stened. It was dead on. Paisley’s wife said she
raving him because he was always fishing,
said he stays out fishing ‘cause he's gotta get
10re bite. [ couldn’t wait to play it for Sam.
ill laughing over it. Makes a great YouTube.
rsonally, I don't mind Sam fishing as long as [
have to go along. Nature is good for the soul
‘e both enjoy being in nature and viewing
e daily. It's a great healer, and bringing crap-
yme is good for the freezer and the table. I
In't have it any other way.
annon Bardwell is a writer living quietly in the
ie. Email reaches her at msdeltachild@msn.com.
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VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Letters to the editor

Stakeholders need a say In
MSMS's future

For over 40 ycars, the Missis-
sippi School for Mathematics and
Science (MSMS) has provided
exceptional opportunities for our
state’s most talented students,
Mississippi's familics and taxpay-
ers have supported this unique
institution, entrusting it with their
children's futures and investing
in its success. MSMS has brought
national recognition to Mississippi
for its commitment to excellence
in education, proving that our
state can compete academically at
the highest levels, Now, as discus-
sions about its future continue,
one critical question must be
answered: Will input be solicited
from all stakeholders?

After last year's legislative
session left many of us uncertain
about who would lead the conver-
sation on MSMS's future, I am
grateful that the Mississippi De-
partment of Education (MDE) has

stepped forward to take on this re-

sponsibility. However, the process
now underway raises concerns
about transparency, fairness, and
the long-term vision for MSMS.

First, why are only MSU and
MUW being asked to submit
proposals?

Second, a two-week timeline
is a remarkably brief timeframe
to develop thoughtful, well-re-
searched proposals (especially
when, based on The Dispatch’s
reporting in 2024, it appears that
MSU may have already had a head
start in preparing for this possi-
bility).

Third, MDE has not indicated
what comes next. Will MSMS stu-

these proposals and provide input?
Will community members and
local leaders be consulted before a
final decision is made? MSMS cx-
ists because of the commitment of
Mississippi taxpayers and families
who have supported it for decades.
Will they be given a voice in what
happens next?

The future of MSMS is too
important to be decided behind
closed doors. This is not just about
where the school will be located—it
is about what is best for Missis-
sippi's students and families.
Thoughtful planning and broad
input should guide this process,
not rushed deadlines or limited
options.

To MDE and state leaders: If
MSMS's future is truly a priority,
Mississippians would like your as-
surance that all stakeholders will
have a say. Slow down the process,
provide clear steps for public en-
gagement, and commit to an open,
transparent discussion about what
is best for Mississippi's students,
The future of one of Mississippi's
greatest educational achievements

depends on it.
Becky Scott
Columbus

It was just sitting therel

In 1979, Garry Trudeau pub-
lished a “Dooneshury” book
called, But the Pension Fund Was
Just Sitting There, in which his
Hunter S. Thompson parody, Un-
cle Duke, stole the fund’s money.
If there is a fund, he implied, there
is someone scheming to misap-
propriate il. Last week, President
Trump declared in an executive
order a Sovereign Wealth Fund,

membership of the President’s
circle, I can only think: But the
Sovereign Wealth Fund Was Just

Sitting There!
Bill Gillmore
Columbus

Wants to know where others
stand on the grant writing saga

1 reckon there is such a thing as
taking sides in the “grand writer”
saga. And alter reading the story
beginning on page 1A of the Feb.

7 paper, we know now where a
few of the candidates stand, and
it wasn't a big surprise to see the
flip flop by the Ward 2 incumbent.
I'd like to hear where some other
candidates would side, especially
the mayoral candidate, Brooks.
After seeing the Beard and Jones
pictures side by side and reading
their comments underneath,
it was clear where they stand.
While thinking of Beard's and
Jones' behavior in the past, one
comment made by Jones stood out
like a sore thumb that many in
Columbus will probably not agree
with, the one that says, “You can’t
reward bad behavior.”

Raymond Gross

Columbus

A letier to the edilor is an
excellent way lo participate in your
communily. We request the tone
of your letters be constructive and
respectful and the length be limited
to 450 words. Political endorsements
are limited to one per letter-writer.
We reserve the right to edit letters for
clarily, grammar and length. Lellers
may be emailed to voice@cdispatch.
com or mailed to The Dispalch, Alin:
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‘e Board of Education will make
ymmendation to legislature hased

)roposals

IMAMCRAE
Bedispateh.com

e future of the Mis-
pi School for Math-
cs and Science is
again up in the air.

The State Board of
Education Friday asked
Mississippi University for
Women and Mississippi
State University to sub-
mit proposals to house
and operate the residen-

A photo essay of one night in Starkville
with the Micro Wrestling league, Page 4\
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tial hxgh school.

“Based on the propos-
the SBE
develop a recom-
mendation to the legisla-
ture about the future of
Shanderia  Mi-
nor, public information
Mississippi
Department of Education,
wrote in an email to The

als received,
will

MSMS,”

officer  for

Dispatch.

Proposals are due by

ONLINE
B RFP: View request for
proposals to house MSMS at
cdispatch.com

2027 school year.

Salter

Feb. 25. Any changes the
legislature prescribes
as a result of the board’s
recommendation  would

enhancing

go into effect in the 2026-

Proposals should ad-
dress the goals of in-
creasing enrollment and
educational
programming for students
at MSMS, according to

§125 Newsstanp

UW, MSU asked for proposals to house MSMS

a copy of the request for
proposals MDE provided
The Dispatch in response
to a public records re-
quest. Proposals should
be based on the universi-
ties' expertise in the arts,
mathematics, science and
engineering research,
the document said. Pro-
posals are also required
to include details about

See MSMS, 3A

ay County
en charged
th murder
stabhing

im went missing
day, found Tuesday
iis property

LLEN PARADIS
sBedispateh.com

AY COUNTY
15year-old has
arrested  for
wirder of a man
dead Tuesday
d his residence
Mississippi
ay 46.
enyon Walker, or
Zounty, was arrested at about
m. Thursday. He is charged
nurder and set to be tried as
ilt, Sheriff Eddie Scott told The
tch Friday.
rvin Kirkwood Jr., 67, went

Mercury 13 pilot

‘Not a lot of people
get to portray
someone that laid
the foundation for
what they want to
do thelr whole life’

BY ABIGAIL SIPE
ROCHESTER
arockesterSedispaleh.com

errie Cobb steps into

an isolation tank. For

the next nine hours,

she will be tested for her

mental fitness to go into
space - in tests emulating
those takesn by the astro-
nauts who took off as a part
of the Mercury 7.

Already an incredibly
seasoned pilot, Cobb passed
this test, and all others put
m {rnm of her. a8 they were
d in the early

W Sunday. T

ing his property with a dmne

ay, found his body, He had suf-

multiple stab wounds,

att said that Walker knew the

1, though he declined to specu-

n amotive at this point,

ott said he does not bhelieve

is further danger to the public

this case,

e investigation is ongoing.
said he did not know at

See WALKER, 3A

RECTION
rrect name spelling

Tuesday's edition, The

tch printed the incorrect
ng of the victim who died

day in a mobile home fire in
onia. His name was Gerald
1el Whitney. The coroner
led the incorrect spelling
Iy.

regret and apologize for the
The Commercial Dispatch

i to report the news accurately.,
we print an erroy, we will
tit. To report an crror, call
wsroom at 662-328-2424, or
news@cdispateh.com.

I FIVE QU

leds1C 1 Simone Biles is

3 6-6C the most decorated
ford :g sportsperson in which
les 58 sport?

ries 2,7A 2 Who was the first
15 6A African American ac-
?34: tress to be an EGOT
& Seen 8B recipient (Emmy,

Grammy, Oscar,
Tony)?

3 Who played T'Challa
in “Black Panther™?

4 What was Whitney
Houston's great-
est-selling hit?

§ Which singer is
remembered as the
“queen of Jazz*?

bisiEp 1879
1
il

aYe Answers, 1C

N2

1960s. Still, she and the oth-
er 12 women who passed the
same physical examinations
as the Mercury 7 astronauts
never made it to space.
Now, Cobb's legacy is

REACHING FOR THE STARS

MSU aerospace student to play
barred from space

Abigail Sipe Rochester/Dispatch Btaff

Caroline Court, portraying pilot and Mercury 13 testing participant Jerrie Cobb, sits In a prop cockpit
while delivering a monologue Friday at Starkville Community Theatre's Playhouse on Main. Court, along

being brought into the
spotlight, as Starkville Com-
munity Theatre prepares

Caroline Court is a senior
aerospace engineering major
at Mississippi State Univer-

to stage the play, “They
Promised Her the Moon,” at
7 p.m. Feb, 13-15 and Feb,
19-21 and at 2 p.m. Feb, 16,
starring a woman walking in
Cobb's footsteps,

sity, who said Cobb's legacy
opened the door for her to
pursue her own dreams of
one day going to space, Now,
she is preparing to step

on stage to tell a version

with fellow cast members Regan Plunkett, John Gilbert, Pat Wooden, Joe Evans, Louie P, Gallo and Mary
Katherine Munn, will be bringing “They Promised Her the Moon® to fife starting Thursday,

of Cobb's story centered
around those record-break-
ing nine hours Cobb spent in
the isolation tank.

“I read through the script
and [ just felt like (audition-
ing) was something I needed
to do,” Court said. “Not a lot

See PILOT, 8A

Electrical training program hopes to open doors
to ]ObS educaluon for men at The Mission

Courtesy of East Mississippd Commusity Cotege

Students In East

site at the residential

BYE A MCRAE
emeracSedispatch.com

WEST POINT -~ Foryears,
a lack of transportation kept
the men at The Mission in
West Point from accessing
technical job training at East
Mississippi Community Col-
lege's Communiversity.

Now a partnership with
Mississippi State University
is allowing the community

Engineering Technology class frame walls that will be used for an
electrical training program at The Misslon in West Point. The pro-
gram aims to give men at the residential treatment facility the skills
they need to enter the career field or continue their education.

CALENDAR
Saturday

M Rodeo: Starkyille Rotary
Club hosts its annual Rotary
Classic Rodeo at the Missis-
sippl Horse Park at 869 E.

Poot House Road n Starkvile.
Action will begin at 7 pm., with
a petting 200 and other fami
Iy-friendly activities starting at
5 p.n. Saturday. Tickets are
avaiable at various locations
in Coumbus and Starkvile.
More info: rodeo.starkvillero-
tary.org

10 you by the string section
of the Starkwille Symphory
Orchestra, this performance

of chamber favorites ncudes  opento the public.

Grieg's Holberg Suite, the

Elgar Serenade for Strings and Thursda Feb

the Tchalowsky Serenade for ! &

Stings. The orchestra will aiso 13-Suni ay, Feb, 16
perform a Starkvilie premierof M Thoy Promised Her the
Kita’'s Otawa with 15 indiidual  Moon: Starkvite Communtty
sing pans. Theconcent wid  Theatre presents Laute!

beginat 2 pm. at Battersworth
Auditorium in Lee Had of Mis
sissippi State’s campus.

Tuesday, Feb. 11

M Faculty Voico Recitak:
Mississippl University for
Women's Department of Musc
presents an evening of vocal
works performed by faculty
tenor, Prof, Zane Ly, The
concart begins at 730 p.m. in
Polrdexter Hall and s free and

's s
ollege’ college to take the training

to them.
A pilot program born from
the partnership will provide

OCAL FOLKS

OBstein’s “They Promised Her
the Moon® at SCT's Piayhouse
on Main. Based on the tue
story of Jerria Cobb, the first
American woiman to test for
space fight, this drama follows
her jourmey as she steps

Into an isotation tank for a
tecotd breaking nin hours.
Performances wit begin at 7
p.m. Thursday trough Sat.
urday, with 2 2 pam. matinée
pesformanca Sunday,

Damini Bedl, of Starkville,
plans to wear a different pair
of heart earrings every day
leading up 1o Valentine's Day.

EMCC, MSU partner to provide courses on

treatment facility

free electrical training to
men who are participating
in the 12:month residential
treatment program, so when
they finish, they will be pre-
pared to start a career or
enroll in a career technical
course with EMCC.

“What we're really excited
about is the fact that they'll
have something that indus.
try can come and look for
that would help them find
some good employment and
move forward in their lives,”

See TRAINING, A

PUBLIC
MEETINGS
Fob. 10:
Columbus Mu-
nicipal School
District, 5 p.m.,
Brandon Cen.
tral Services
Fob, 14: Lown
des County
School District.
12:30 pmn.,
Cenual Office
Fob. 25: Co
lumbus-Lawn-
des Convention
and Visitors
Bureau Board,
4pm. CVB
board room




fississippi Senate passes DEI ban,
etting up negotiation with House

ddition to hanning

DE! initiatives,

Senate bill would create a task
e to look for inefficiencies in the
¢’s higher education system

CHAEL GOLDBERG
ippi Today

e Mississippi Sen-
issed a bill Thursday
would climinate di-
¥, equity and inclu-
programs from the
s universities, a pri-
elevated by Repub-
President Donald

p.
nate  Republicans
d the bill with a par-
e 34-14 vote. The
comes a day after
House advanced a
»ing anti-DEI bill of
vn. The move lays
sroundwork for ne-
ions between the
: and Senate. The
ares passed by each
ber differ in who
would impact, what
ties they would reg-

ulate and how they aim to
reshape the inner work-
ings of the state’s educa-
tion system.

The Senate bill de-
fines DEI as any effort
to influence the compo-
sition of the faculty or
student body with refer-
ence to “race, sex, color,
or ethnicity, apart from
ensuring colorblind and
sex-neutral  admissions
and hiring in accordance
with state and federal an-
ti-discrimination laws.”

It would ban all cam-
pus training and pro-
grams deemed to violate
that definition.

The bill's prime spon-
sors, Tyler McCaughn,
R-Newton and Nicole
Boyd, R-Oxford, have ar-
gued the proposed law
will clean up inefficien-

cies in Mississippi's high-
er education system and
return the admissions
and hiring process to a
merit-based system.

“Abolishing DEI pol-
icies does not mean we
arc abandoning diversi-
ty,” McCaughn said. “It
means that we are refo-
cusing ...We're refocusing
on excellence.”

In addition to banning
DEI initiatives, Senate
Bill 2515, titled the “Re-
quiring Efficiency For Our
Colleges And Universities
System,” or REFOCUS
Act, would create a task
force to look for inefficien-
cies in the state’s higher
education system.

The task force would
seek to shed light on Mis-
sissippi’s lower rate of
postsecondary  degrees
than other states, what
can be done to prepare
for a declining number of
high school graduates at-
tending college and other
questions.

Senate Democrats, as
their colleagues in the

lower chamber argued
Wednesday, said DEI pro-
grams were created to
correct for centuries of
discrimination against mi-
norities and women.

“I want you to under-
stand that when we talk
about diversity, equity and
inclusion, it is not a mat-
ter of having unqualified
people or you missing an
opportunity,” said Demo-
cratic Sen. Rod Hickman.
“What diversity, equity
and inclusion does is it is
a mechanism that opens
the door for me that your
fathers or your grandfa-
thers or somebody down
the road opened for you.”

The legislation would
impact all of the state’s
community colleges and
public universities. The
House version extends to
K-12 schools. The House
bill would also bar univer-
sities from offering cer-
tain courses. The Senate
bill has an for

tains a provision absent
from the Senate version
that would force all public
schools to teach and pro-
mote that there are two
genders.

The proposals also dif-
fer in how they would be
enforced. The Senate bill
would direct universities
to develop an internal
complaint and investiga-
tive process for looking
into those accused of vi-
olating the law. Only stu-
dents, faculty and contrac-
tors would be able to file
complaints. The House
bill threatens to withhold
state funds based on com-
plaints that anyone could
lodge. It would empower
people to sue schools ac-
cused of violating the law.

DEI programs have
come under fire mostly
from conservatives, who
say the programs divide
people into categories of
victims and oppressors,

b anti:

scholarly research or cre-
ative works.
The House bill con-

and infuse left-wing ideol-
ogy into campus life. DEI
also has progressive crit-

ics, who say the programs
can be used to feign sup-
port for reducing inequal-
ity without actually doing
S0.

But proponents say
the programs have been
critical to ensuring wom-
en and minorities aren’t
discriminated against in
schools and workplace
settings. They argue the
programs are necessary
to ensure that institutions
meet the needs of increas-
ingly diverse student pop-
ulations.

Trump promised in his
2024 campaign to elim-
inate DEI in the federal
government. One of the
first execulive orders he
signed did that. Some
Mississippi lawmakers in-
troduced bills in the 2024
session to restrict DEI,
but the proposals never
made it out of committee.

The House and Senate
now have the ability to
take up the other cham-
ber’s proposal as they
potentially work toward a
final bill.

labama puts man to death for a 1991 murder in
1e nation’s fourth execution using nitrogen gas

M CHANDLER
wciated Press

‘MORE, Ala, - An
sonvicted of murder-
woman after break-
to her apartment as
cpt was put to death
iday evening in Ala-
in the nation's fourth
tion using nitrogen

metrius Frazier, 62,
sronounced dead at

6:36 p.m. at a south Ala-
bama prison for his mur-
der conviction in the 1991
rape and killing of Pauline
Brown, 41. It was the first
execution in Alabama this
year and the third in the
U.S. in 2025, following a le-
thal injection Wednesday
in Texas and another last
Friday in South Carolina.
“First of all, I want to
apologize to the family and
friends of Pauline Brown.

What happened to Pauline
Brown should have never
happened,” Frazier said
in his final words. He fin-
ished by saying, “I love
everybody on death row.
Detroit Strong.”

Frazier in his final
words also criticized Mich-
igan Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer for what he called her
failure to step in following
appeals for him to be re-
turned to serve out a pre-

vious life sentence in her
state.

Recently, Frazicr's
mother and death penalty
opponents had pleaded to
Whitmer to take Frazier
back to hxs home state of

lete his

Police had said Frazier
confessed to killing Brown
in 1992 while in custody in
Michigan,

Whitmer told The De-
troit News before the
execution that her pre-
d Rick Snyder,

life sentence for the mur-
der of a teenage girl before
he was turned over years
ago to Alabama authori-
ties. Michigan does not
have the death penalty.

“unfortunately” agreed to
send Frazier to Alabama
and it was in the hands of
officials there.

“It's a really tough situ-
ation,” she told the media

outlet. “I understand the
pleas and concerns, Mich-
igan is not a dcath penalty
state,”

Prosecutors said that
on Nov. 27, 1991, Fra-
zier, then 19, broke into
Brown's apartment in Bir-
mingham while she was
asleep. Prosecutors said
he demanded money and
raped Brown at gunpoint
after she gave him $80
from her purse.

SMS
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ag sources outside
nual legislative ap-
iations for MSMS,
e request specifical-
es that implementa-
of a “structured and
irtive residential ex-
ace” should include
gnated modern
3" The document
“it is important for
S to retain its auton-
15 a state school” un-
[DE's supervision.
3MS, a residential
school for gifted ju-
and seniors, has
located on the MUW
us since its incep-
n 1987. MUW Pres-
Nora Miller said the
rsity received the
st and is lully com-
d to to

“We are evaluating that
request and packaging
our response to that re-
quest at this time,"” Salter
told The Dispatch, “The
university has not had it
long enough to make any
sort of response (about
what the proposal will
entail), We're in the very
early stages of evaluating
it and determining what
our response would be.”

The Dispatch contact-
ed MSMS for a statement,
but leadership deferred
all comments to MDE.

The 2024 legislative
session called MSMS's lo-
cation into question when
abill proposing relocating
the school to MSU was
introduced in the Senate
Education Commi

ght the “successful
ership” shared with
S,

he request we re-
1 earlier (Friday)
o prior notification
not follow best prac-
for requests of this
e and magnitude,
:ularly as it relates
meframe or stake-
rinvolvement,” Mill-
‘ote in a statement
he Dispatch. “We
forward to working
MDE and meeting
$’ desire to expand
r campus and in the
abus community.”
;e President for
:gic  Communica-
and Director of
= Affairs Sid Salter
‘med MSU also re-
1 MDE's request
y.

alker

wed from Page 1A

While that propos-
al never made it out of
committee, the discus-

sion about where MSMS
should be located has per-
sisted.

Records The Dis-
patch obtained in April
2024 found legislators,
as well as leadership at
MSU, MSMS and the
Starkville-Oktibbeha
Consolidated School
District were drawing
preliminary plans for an
educational complex on
the edge of MSU's cam-
pus that would house
both MSMS and the new
Starkville High School.

In December 2024,
MSMS Executive Direc-
tor Ginger Tedder told
The Dispatch the current
facilities on the campus
are hindering the school's

growth,
adding larg-

er academic
and residen-
tial spaces
would  be
necessary
to  accom-
modate any
growth, She also con-
firmed  administrators
from MUW and MSMS
had met to discuss facility
needs and the possible ad-
dition of a new residence
hall on The W campus.

‘If it's not broken,
don't fix it

After the surprises of
the 2024 session, a Co-
lumbus committee made
up of local elected offi-
cials and MSMS support-
ers formed Lo strategize
ways to ensure the high
school remains at The W,

Trip Haxrslon, Lown-
des County
Board  of
Supervisors
president
and a mem-
ber of the
committee,
said the re-
quest for III rston
proposals
struck him as an unseri-
ous inquiry. If the state
board rea]ly wants to

odder

opinion, ... the Depart-

“Leave it where it is and

collaborat-

ment of Education surcly pump some money into ing  with

is saying out loud what it that would benefit the SOCSD.

large institution in the students that are on that “I' think

state they prefer, If they campus and actually grow that having M

were going to truly study it there at MUW, We've the SOCSD

it, why didn't they ask got room. They can do it asaconnec-

other large institutions there.” tor  would -
to weigh in on that too?" District 43 Rep. Rob help defer Roberson

Hairston maintained Roberson, R-Starkville, some of the costs (of
his belief that The W who chairs the House new facilities),” he said.
campus is a safer home Education Committee, “I think that it would

for high school students
than MSU's campus of
more than 20,000 stu-
dents,

“If it's not broken,
don't fix it,” he said.

said the process should
provide a fair assessment
of what needs to happen.
He feels MSMS students
would be better served
at MSU, especially in

give those kids that go
to MSMS more opportu-
nities to have the picture
perfect high school life
and career that we want
for all our kids.”

SUMMARY: One more warm day s In

store Saturday followed by
closerto-average tomperatures
{ra Sunday and next week, Raln chances
d Increase next woek as well,
|| TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY

MONDAY

Light Showers

Storm Chance
HIGH LOW

Scattered Raln Raln/Storms

Few Showors

ly  study
the future of MSMS, he
said, why only consider
two universities?
“They've already
pulled the cart before the
horse,” he told The Dis-
patch on Friday. “In my

time whether more
es would be forth-

g
‘e've got a whole lot of
nation waiting at the

crime lab,” he said. “We're
still very early into it.”
Walker is being held at
the Clay County Detention
Center. He was arraigned

Friday afternoon, with
bond set at $650,000. Scott
also said Walker would be
required to wear an ankle
monitor if released.
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