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Atmosphere
n Zachary’s
u Munson and Brothers Trading Post
u Huck’s Place

BBQ
n Hank’s #1 BBQ
u The Little Dooey of Starkville
u Little Dooey

Beer Selection
n Munson and Brothers Trading Post
u Zachary’s
u The Smokestack

First Date Restaurant
n Harveys
u Huck’s Place
u Zachary’s

Breakfast
n Up Down Eatery and Coffeehouse
u Hardee’s
u Cracker Barrel

Brisket
n Hank’s #1 BBQ
u Davey Jay’s BBQ
u BabyDuck’s Fish Camp at The 
    Starkville Cafe

Area Restaurant
G u i d e

ss

ss

Below is a list of the best dining options as voted on by readers of The Dispatch 
newspaper in 2025. Businesses selected as the “Best” in a category are marked with an n. 

Businesses selected as “Among the Best” are marked with an u.

Cheese streams down from a croque monsieur sandwich at Starkville’s The Older Brother restaurant.
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Catfish
n The Fish Shack
u Ruben’s Fish and Steak House
u Little Dooey

Chicken
n Chick-fil-A
u Zaxby’s
u Food Giant

Chicken Tenders
n Zaxby’s
u Harveys
u Zachary’s

Chicken Wings
n Buffalo Wild Wings
u Huck’s Place
u American Deli

Chinese
n Peking Chinese Restaurant
u China House
u China Royal

Coffee
n 1514 Caffeine
u Southbound Coffee Co | Cafe & 
    Roastery
u Up Down Eatery and  Coffeehouse

Crawfish
n Huck’s Place
u Brewski’s
u Jack’s Crawfish

Dessert
n Cafe on Main & Sweet Shop
u Harveys
u J. Broussard’s

Family Restaurant
n Zachary’s
u Doug & Hazel’s Drive In
u Munson and Brothers Trading Post

Hamburger
n Doug & Hazel’s Drive In
u Mugshots Grill and Bar, Columbus
u Zachary’s

Happy Hour
n Harveys
u Munson and Brothers Trading Post
u Zachary’s

Ice Cream
n Southern Sweets Old Fashioned Ice 

Cream Parlor
u Baskin-Robbins
u Dairy Queen Grill & Chill

Japanese
n Umi Japanese Steakhouse & Sushi Bar

Liquor Store
n Mike’s Fine Wine & Liquor
n Towne Liquor
u Wines Etc.
u Military Liquor

Locally Owned Restaurant
n Zachary’s
u Proffitt’s Porch
u Huck’s Place

Lunch in 30 Minutes
n Cafe on Main & Sweet Shop
u Zachary’s
u United Deli & Grocery

Margarita
n Sol y Luna Mexican Grill
u Mi Hacienda Mexican Restaurant
u Guadalajara Cantina and Grill

Mexican
n El Patron
n Mi Toro of Caledonia
u Mi Hacienda Mexican Restaurant
u Mi Toro Mexican Restaurant

New Restaurant
n Mita’s Himalayan Kitchen
u El Tepeyac, Columbus
u Kay’s Leftovers

Outdoor Dining
n Proffitt’s Porch
u Munson and Brothers Trading Post
u Bluto’s Greek Tavern

Pizza
n Munson and Brothers Trading Post
u CJ’s Pizza of Columbus
u Lost Pizza Co., Columbus

Plate Lunch
n Cafe on Main & Sweet Shop
u Kountry Kitchen
u Kay’s Leftovers

Po Boy
n Oby’s of Starkville
n Proffitt’s Porch
u Zachary’s
u Huck’s Place

Restaurant Wait Staff
n Zachary’s
u Jackson Square Grill
u Harveys
u Huck’s Place

Ribs
n Hank’s #1 BBQ
u Brothers Keepers Bar- B- Que
u Little Dooey

Salad
n Zachary’s
u Harveys
u Little Dooey

Sandwich
n United Deli & Grocery
u Proffitt’s Porch
u Sweet Pepper’s Deli

Seafood
n Huck’s Place
u Breaux Bridge, Columbus
u Anthony’s Market, West Point

Sports Bar/Night Club
n Muddy Waters
u The New Princess Theater
u Walk-Ons Sports Bistreaux, Starkville

Steak
n Old Hickory Steak House
u Huck’s Place
u Anthony’s Market, West Point

Sushi
n Umi Japanese Steakhouse & Sushi Bar
u Hibachi Buffet
u Yamato Japanese Steak House

Sweet Tea
n Sweet Pepper’s Deli
u McAllister’s
u Zachary’s

Thai
n Golden Thai
u Thai Siam
u Andaman Thai
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Welcome to

THE MAGNOLIA STATE celebrated its bicentennial eight 
years ago after it became the 20th state to join the union in 1817.

Mississippi, originally a territory occupied by the Chickasaw, Choctaw and Natchez Native 
APericaQ triEes� has siQce serYeG as a staJe for CiYil :ar Eattles aQG ciYil riJhts coQÁicts� 7he state 
claims a rich artistic history as the birthplace of the Delta Blues and award-winning actors, writers, 
and musicians. 

([Slore the 0ississiSSi BlXes 7rail� stretchiQJ froP the Qortheast 0ississiSSi 'elta to the *Xlf 
Coast, which celebrates Mississippi natives such as B.B. King, Muddy Waters and Elvis Presley. Visit 
the EirthSlace of Sla\wriJht 7eQQessee :illiaPs iQ ColXPEXs� the 2[forG hoPe of aXthor :illiaP 
)aXlkQer or the colorfXll\ GecorateG workshoS of SaiQter :alter AQGersoQ iQ 2ceaQ 6SriQJs�

While Mississippi celebrates its history, it also looks toward the future. Legislation in 2020 
SaYeG the wa\ for a Qew ÁaJ GesiJQ to reSlace the olG state ÁaJ� which coQtaiQeG the CoQfeGerate 
battle emblem. Voters overwhelmingly approved the new design – which contains a Magnolia and 
the worGs ´,Q *oG :e 7rXstµ ² iQ a statewiGe electioQ� 

/eJislators iQ ���� leJali]eG caQQaEis Xse for PeGical reasoQs� 7he state allows resiGeQts to Xse 
medical cannabis to help combat the symptoms of certain disorders like cancer, Parkinson’s disease, 
Huntington’s disease, muscular dystrophy, glaucoma and other diseases or conditions with a doctor-
issued prescription.  

A coXrt case that oriJiQateG iQ 0ississiSSi serYeG as the SrePise for the 8�6� 6XSrePe CoXrt 
ruling in June 2022 that turned abortion laws back to individual states, essentially overturning the 
1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that had granted women the federal right to have an abortion. After the 
*estatioQal AJe Act SasseG the state leJislatXre iQ ���� aQG oXtlaweG aEortioQ after �� weeks� 
except in the case of a medical emergency or severe fetal abnormality, the Jackson Women’s Health 
2rJaQi]atioQ sXeG 'r� 7hoPas 'oEEs� theQ the state health officer� aQG the case �'oEEs Y� JacksoQ 
:oPeQ’s +ealth 2rJaQi]atioQ� weQt Eefore the 8�6� 6XSrePe CoXrt iQ 'ecePEer ����� 7he JXQe 
decision triggered a 2007 state law that banned abortion except in cases of rape or to save the life of 
the mother.
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Nickname: 7he 0aJQolia 6tate
Motto: 9irtXte et ArPis �´B\ 9alor aQG ArPsµ�
Flower: Magnolia
Bird: Northern Mockingbird
Stone: PetrifieG wooG
Beverage: Milk
Fossil: Eocene whale
Land mammal: White-tailed deer
Waterfowl: Wood duck
Fish: Largemouth bass
Insect: Honeybee

Shell: 2\ster
Fruit: Blueberry
Gemstone: 2Sal
Water mammal: Bottlenose dolphin
Song: ´2Qe 0ississiSSiµ
Entered the Union: Dec. 10, 1817
Capital: Jackson
Area: 48,430 square miles
Number of counties: 82
Rank in nation: ��th iQ SoSXlatioQ �8�6� CeQsXs 
���� estiPate ���������� 

THE FACTS



7ate 5eeYes
Governor

6haG :hite
State Auditor

Delbert Hosemann
Lieutenant Governor

AQG\ *iSsoQ
Commissioner of Agriculture

Michael Watson
Secretary of State

Mike Chaney
Commissioner of Insurance

Lynn Fitch
Attorney General

John Caldwell
Commissioner of Transportation

Northern District

David McRae
Treasurer

Chris Brown
Commissioner of Public Service

Northern District

STATE OFFICIALS
&urreQt VtDte offiFLDOV Zere eOeFteG LQ 1oYePber ���� DQG tooN offiFe LQ -DQuDry ����. 7he geQerDO eOeFtLoQ for VtDte offiFeV ZLOO be heOG 
1oYePber ����. PhyVLFDO DQG PDLOLQg DGGreVVeV beOoZ PDy GLffer� FDOO for Pore LQforPDtLoQ.

Governor
Tate Reeves
2ffice of *oYerQor
P�2� Bo[ ��� 
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-����
governor@govreeves.ms.gov

Lieutenant Governor
Delbert Hosemann
2ffice of the /t� *oYerQor
P�2� Bo[ ���� 
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-����
ltgov@senate.ms.gov

Secretary of State
Michael Watson
2ffice of 6ec� of 6tate
��� 0ississiSSi 6t� 
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-����

Attorney General
Lynn Fitch
06 AttorQe\ *eQeral’s 2ffice
��� +iJh 6t� 6Xite ����
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-����

Treasurer
David McRae
P�2� Bo[ ��� 
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-����
ms.treasurydept@
treasury.ms.gov

State Auditor
Shad White
��� 1� :est 6t� 6Xite ���
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-����
auditor@osa.ms.gov

Commissioner 
of Agriculture
Andy Gipson
��� 1� JeffersoQ 6t� 
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-����

Commissioner 
of Insurance
Mike Chaney
��� 1� :est 6t�
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-����
commissioner@mid.state.ms.us

Northern District 
Transportation 
Commissioner
John Caldwell
0ississiSSi 7raQsSortatioQ 
Commission
��� 1� :est 6t� 
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-����
����� ���-���� �7XSelo 
office�

Northern District 
Public Service 
Commissioner
Chris Brown
PXElic 6erYice CoPPissioQ
P�2� Bo[ ���� 
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-����
northern.district@
psc.state.ms.us
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U.S. Senators
Roger Wicker
8QiteG 6tates 6eQate
��� 'irkseQ
6eQate 2ffice BXilGiQJ
:ashiQJtoQ� '�C� �����
����� ���-����
:icker also has offices iQ 7X-
pelo, Jackson, Hernando and 
*XlfSort� 
Visit www.wicker.senate.gov 
for more information.

Cindy Hyde-Smith
8QiteG 6tates 6eQate
702 Hart 
6eQate 2ffice BXilGiQJ
:ashiQJtoQ� '�C� �����
����� ���-����
+\Ge-6Pith also has offices iQ 
JacksoQ� 2[forG aQG *XlfSort�
Visit www.hydesmith.senate.
gov for more information.
0ississiSSi will Yote to fill Eoth 
8�6� seQate seats iQ the state’s 
1oY� �� ���� electioQ�

U.S. Representatives
District 1
Trent Kelly
8�6� +oXse of 5eSreseQtatiYes
2243 Rayburn 
+oXse 2ffice BXilGiQJ
:ashiQJtoQ� '�C� �����
����� ���-���� 
/owQGes CoXQt\ office�
��� 1� 6eYeQth 6t� 6Xite ' 
ColXPEXs� 06 �����
����� ���-����
Visit www.trentkelly.house.gov 
for more information.

District 2
Bennie Thompson
8�6� +oXse of 5eSreseQtatiYes
2466 Rayburn 
+oXse 2ffice BXilGiQJ
:ashiQJtoQ� '�C� �����
����� ���-���� 
Visit www.benniethompson.
house.gov for more informa-
tion.

District 3
Michael Guest
8�6� +oXse of 5eSreseQtatiYes
418 Cannon 
+oXse 2ffice BXilGiQJ 
:ashiQJtoQ� '�C� �����
����� ���-���� 
6tarkYille office� 
��� 5Xssell 6t� 6Xite ��� 
6tarkYille� 06 ����� 
����� ���-���� 
Visit www.guest.house.gov for 
more information.

District 4
Mike Ezell
8�6� +oXse of 5eSreseQtatiYes
443 Cannon 
+oXse 2ffice BXilGiQJ
:ashiQJtoQ� '�C� ����� 
����� ���-���� 
Visit www.ezell.house.gov for 
more information.

State Representatives
Current members of Mississip-
pi’s House of Representatives 
were elected in 2023 and will 
serve through 2027. Elec-
tions will be held November 
����� 7he followiQJ are those 
members representing Clay, 
/owQGes� 1o[XEee aQG�or 2k-
tiEEeha coXQties� 7o coQtact a 
representative during a session, 
telephone the Capitol switch-
EoarG at ����� ���-�����

District 35
�&hoFtDZ� 2NtLbbehD� :ebVter� 
:LQVtoQ� 
Joey Hood
P�2� Bo[ ����
JacksoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �hoPe�
����� ���-���� �ZorN�
jhood@house.ms.gov 

District 36
�&ODy� 0oQroe�
Karl Gibbs
��� *eorJe :alker 5oaG 
:est PoiQt� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �hoPe�
kgibbs@house.ms.gov
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Roger Wicker
8.S. SeQDtor

Mike Ezell
8.S. 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt �

CiQG\ +\Ge-6Pith
8.S. SeQDtor

Joey Hood
StDte 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt ��

7reQt .ell\
8.S. 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt �

BeQQie 7hoPSsoQ
8.S. 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt �

.arl *iEEs
StDte 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt ��

0ichael *Xest
8.S. 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt �
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District 37
�&ODy� /oZQGeV� 2NtLbbehD�
Andy Boyd
��� :hisSeriQJ 7rees 
ColXPEXs� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �hoPe�
Aboyd@house.ms.gov

District 38
�&ODy� /oZQGeV� 2NtLbbehD�
Cheikh A. Taylor
��� 6teele 5oaG
6tarkYille� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �work�
ctaylor@house.ms.gov

District 39
�/oZQGeV� 0oQroe�
Dana McLean
332 Williamsburg Road
ColXPEXs� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �cell�
dmclean@house.ms.gov

District 41
�/oZQGeV�
Kabir Karriem
P�2� Bo[ ��� 
ColXPEXs� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �work�
kkarriem@house.ms.gov

District 42
�/oZQGeV� 1o[ubee� :LQVtoQ�
Carl Mickens
P�2� Bo[ ��� 
BrooksYille� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �cell�
cmickens@house.ms.gov

District 43
�2NtLbbehD� :LQVtoQ�
Rob Roberson
��� (� 0aiQ 6t� 
6tarkYille� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �work�
����� ���-���� �cell�
rroberson@house.ms.gov

State Senators 
Current Mississippi state 
senators were elected in 2023 
and will serve through 2027.  
Elections will be held Novem-
Eer ����� 7he followiQJ are 
those senators representing 
Clay, Lowndes, Noxubee, and/
or 2ktiEEeha coXQties� 7o coQ-
tact a senator during a session, 
call the Capitol switchboard at 
����� ���-����

District 15
�&hoFtDZ� 0oQtgoPery� 
2NtLbbehD� :ebVter�
Bart Williams
901 Lynn Lane
6tarkYille� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �office�
bwilliams@senate.ms.gov

District 16
�&ODy� /oZQGeV� 1o[ubee� 2NtLb�
behD�
Angela Turner-Ford
P�2� 'rawer ����
:est PoiQt� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �work�
aturner@senate.ms.gov

District 17
�/oZQGeV� 0oQroe�
Charles “Chuck” Younger
1213 Younger Road 
ColXPEXs� 06 �����
����� ���-���� �hoPe�
cyounger@senate.ms.gov

District 32
�.ePSer� /DuGerGDOe� 1o[ubee� 
:LQVtoQ�
Rod Hickman
���� JeffersoQ 6t�
0acoQ� 06 �����
����� ���-�����office�
rhickman@senate.ms.gov

Cheikh A� 7a\lor
StDte 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt ��

Charles ´ChXckµ <oXQJer
StDte SeQDtor�'LVtrLFt ��

Dana McLean
StDte 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt ��

AQJela 7XrQer-)orG
StDte SeQDtor�'LVtrLFt ��

Kabir Karriem
StDte 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt ��

Bart Williams
StDte SeQDtor�'LVtrLFt ��

Carl Mickens
StDte 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt ��

Rob Roberson
StDte 5eSreVeQtDtLYe�'LVtrLFt ��
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StDte SeQDtor�'LVtrLFt ��

Andy Boyd
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Anti-litter laws
Dumping trash or litter on the 

highways or right-of-ways is a misde-
PeaQor offeQse sXEMect to a fiQe� 

Mississippi seat belt law
As of July 1, 2017, all car front and 

rear-seat passengers will be required to 
wear a seat belt. Violation of the safety 
law is a misdemeanor offense punish-
aEle E\ a ��� fiQe�

Boat registration
Boats must be registered with the 

Mississippi Department of Wildlife, 
)isheries aQG Parks office iQ JacksoQ� 
Forms may be obtained at any county 
ta[ collector’s office� at Post sSortiQJ 
goods stores, from MDWFP’s Jack-
soQ office or froP the GeSartPeQt’s 
website at www.mdwfp.com/license/
EoatiQJ� 7railer taJs caQ Ee SXrchaseG 
at the coXQt\ ta[ collector’s office at the 
courthouse.

Car tags
Automobile license plates must be 

purchased at the county tax collector’s 
office withiQ seYeQ Ga\s of Yehicle SXr-
chase and must be renewed annually. At 
the time the license plate is purchased 
at the courthouse, a registration fee 
and state, county and city taxes for the 
automobile must be paid to the county 
tax collector.

A person moving to Mississippi 
from another state must register his 
or her vehicle in Mississippi within 30 
days of declaring residency. If a vehicle 
owner fails to register within 30 days, 
he or she will be charged a standard late 
fee aQG Pa\ Ee sXEMect to fiQes if foXQG 
in violation of the law. For information, 
contact your county courthouse.

Driver’s licenses
4XalifieG GriYers Pa\ oEtaiQ a 

Mississippi driver’s license for a four-
year or eight-year period by visiting 
their local DMV, presenting at least 
two forPs of iGeQtificatioQ� Sa\iQJ the 
appropriate fee and passing the written 
and driving skills tests, if applicable. 
New Mississippi residents who present 
valid out-of-state licenses may have the 

written or driving skills tests waived.
Applicants for a driver’s license 

must be at least 16 years of age. 
16-year-old applicants must have six 
months’ experience under an interme-
diate license; this requirement does not 
apply to new residents who have held 
driver’s licenses in another state for at 
least six months.

0ississiSSi resiGeQts of at least �� 
years of age may apply for a temporary 
learner’s permit. A learner’s permit 
allows the driver to operate a vehicle 
with the supervision of a licensed driver 
21 years or older. An intermediate 
license may be issued to those who have 
held a learner’s permit for at least 12 
PoQths withoXt aQ\ traffic YiolatioQs� ,f 
an intermediate license is granted, the 
driver is only allowed to operate a ve-
hicle unsupervised between 6 a.m. and 
�� S�P� 6XQGa\ throXJh 7hXrsGa\ aQG 
froP � a�P� to ����� S�P� )riGa\ aQG 
6atXrGa\� ASSlicaQts less thaQ �� \ears 
of age must show proof of enrollment in 
school. 

Mississippi DMV is no longer 
administering road tests due to CDC 
guidelines. 

For more information about 
driving laws, license fees and DMV 
locations visit www.dps.state.ms.us/driv-
er-services/. 

+XQtLQJ�aQG�fishLQJ�OLFHQsHs
5esiGeQt hXQtiQJ aQG fishiQJ 

licenses may be purchased from most 
local sporting goods dealers and bait 
shops, as well as online at www.mdwfp.
coP� 6taQGarG liceQses are YaliG for oQe 
year. Persons exempt from purchasing 
licenses are residents under age 16 or 
olGer thaQ aJe ��� All others� iQclXGiQJ 
military personnel, must purchase a 
liceQse Eefore hXQtiQJ or fishiQJ� All 
license types and prices may be found 
on the Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries, 
and Parks website under the “purchase 
liceQse aQG SerPitsµ taE� /iceQse fees 
are in addition to agent and processing 
fees.

Marriage licenses
Marriage licenses are issued by a 

county’s circuit clerk, and both parties 
must appear before the circuit clerk 
to fiQali]e the ParriaJe aSSlicatioQ� 
Mississippi welcomes same-sex mar-
riages. Males at least 17 years old and 
fePales at least �� \ears olG are caSaEle 
of applying for marriage, but applicants 
under 21 must provide proof of con-
sent from a parent or legal guardian. 
Marriage applications must include the 
names, ages and addresses of both par-
ties� 7he cost of a ParriaJe liceQse aQG 
Qecessar\ certificates is ���� )or Pore 
information, including whether your 

Lynyrd Skynyrd monument near the 1977 crash 
site of the band located in Magnolia, Mississippi.

M I S S I S S I P P I



county accepts card payments, call your local circuit clerk’s 
office�

Motor Vehicle Financial Responsibility Law
Mississippi law requires all drivers to have proof of in-

surance inside their vehicles at all times. Anyone operating a 
vehicle without proof of insurance will be subject to an initial 
SeQalt\ of a ������ fiQe aQG tePSorar\ sXsSeQsioQ of his or 
her liceQse� �httSs���www�YalXeSeQJXiQ�coP�aXto-iQsXraQce�
PississiSSi�SeQalties-GriYiQJ-withoXt-iQsXraQce�

Every vehicle accident in which a person is killed or in-
MXreG or iQ which SroSert\ GaPaJe is iQ e[cess of ���� PXst 
Ee reSorteG to the 0ississiSSi 'eSartPeQt of PXElic 6afet\ 
withiQ �� Ga\s� )ailXre to file a reSort is a PisGePeaQor 
offense subject to suspension of a driver’s license.

Better Business Bureau
7he Better BXsiQess BXreaX is iQ Slace to Srotect aJaiQst 

irresponsible business and scams of all types. It also lends a 
helping hand to those reputable businesses in need.

BBB implemented a program in January 1987 called 
´CXstoPer Care�µ which allows EXsiQesses to aGYertise the\ 
are members of the bureau. Under the program, members are 
allowed to use an arbitration logo in newspapers, periodicals, 
Girect Pail� Á\ers� haQGoXts� EillEoarGs� Sosters� raGio�79� 
letterheaGs� EXsiQess carGs aQG iQYoices� 7he loJo caQQot Ee 
used in yellow page ads in telephone books, annual directo-
ries and handbooks/manuals.

For more information about the Better Business Bureau 
iQ 0ississiSSi aQG its serYices� call ����� ���-����� 

Mississippi Voter ID law
All Mississippians voting in person at the polls or by 

aEseQtee Eallot iQ the circXit clerk’s office are reTXireG to 
present a photo ID before casting a ballot. Acceptable photo 
,'s iQclXGe a GriYer’s liceQse� state issXeG Shoto ,' carG� 8�6� 
passport, any other photo ID issued by any branch, depart-
PeQt� aJeQc\ or eQtit\ of the 8QiteG 6tates JoYerQPeQt or 
aQ\ 6tate JoYerQPeQt� firearPs liceQse� stXGeQt Shoto ,' 
issued by an accredited Mississippi university, college or 
coPPXQit\�MXQior colleJe� 8�6� Pilitar\ ,' or a 0ississiSSi 
Yoter iGeQtificatioQ carG� )or Pore iQforPatioQ aEoXt Yoter 
IDs or how to register to vote visit msvoterid.ms.gov. Eligible 
voters casting an absentee ballot by mail do not have to show 
a photo ID.
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A Muppet museum in Leland, Mississippi honors the 
roots of Jim Henson’s most beloved creation.
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Welcome to

The area known as LOWNDES COUNTY, 
named after U.S. congressman William Jones Lown-
des, began developing well before Columbus was 
chartered in 1821. 

Lowndes County is home to the former railroad 
towns of Artesia, Mayhew and Crawford and towns 
on the east side of the county, including Caledonia 
and Steens.

In recent years, Lowndes County has seen major 
industrial development under the Columbus-Lown-
des Chamber of Commerce and the Golden Triangle 
Development LINK, both headquartered in Colum-
bus. The Chamber has worked to bring businesses to 
highways 45 and 182, while the LINK has developed 
industrial sites near the Golden Triangle Regional 
Airport. The LINK, which has brought major plants 
such as PACCAR, Airbus and Steel Dynamics to the 
region, has seen national media attention and was 
featured in 2016 on CBS’ “60 Minutes” in an episode 
exploring the manufacturing successes of the area.

In 2022, the LINK landed a $2.5 billion project 
that woXlG aGG a low-carEoQ Áat-rolleG alXPiQXP 
mill near the Steel Dynamics site and a biocarbon 
facility on Artesia Road near the International Paper 
pulp mill. Expected to create over 700 jobs, it is the 
largest economic development project in the state’s 
history.

Writers from The Atlantic, James and Deb 
)allows� wrote aEoXt the oStiPisP local officials aQG 
industry leaders maintain in their 2018 book “Our 
Towns,” which explores small-town cultural scenes 
across the United States. HBO featured the area in 
a filP GocXPeQtar\ iQ ���� EaseG oQ the )allows’ 
book.

COLUMBUS serves as the seat of Lowndes 
County. Despite changes over nearly two centuries, 
residents of the “Friendly City” retain the hospitality 
for which they are justly known, welcoming the new, 
while preserving and paying homage to a storied past.

(XroSeaQ e[Slorer +erQaQGo Ge 6oto first 
entered Mississippi when he crossed the Tombigbee 
5iYer Qear /owQGes CoXQt\ iQ ����� 7he first actXal 
trading post along this area of the Tombigbee was es-

tablished not far from Columbus in 1790. Columbus 
thusly earned the moniker, “Possum Town” — not 
due to an abundance of possums, but because to the 
area’s Native Americans, the proprietor of the trading 
post resembled a possum.

In 1820, Gen. Andrew Jackson brought his 
Military Road through the area on the way to New 
2rleaQs� 7he first steaPEoat to QaYiJate the riYer 
docked here in 1821, the same year that Columbus 
was incorporated.

0ississiSSi’s first SXElic school� )raQkliQ AcaGe-
my, was founded in 1821 in Columbus. The elemen-
tary school closed in May after 204 years of educating 
students. The closure is part of the Columbus Mu-
QiciSal 6chool 'istrict’s SlaQ to coQsoliGate its fiYe 
elementary schools and shift from the current magnet 
school model to grade span learning. Fairview Ele-
mentary is set to close by 2026. 

7he QatioQ’s first ´'ecoratioQ 'a\�µ or 0e-
morial Day, was observed in 1866 when a group of 
Columbus women decorated the graves of both the 
Confederate and Union soldiers at Friendship Cem-
etery. The women’s actions inspired national news 
recognition and the poem, “The Blue and the Gray.”

APerica’s first state-sXSSorteG colleJe for woPeQ 
was founded in Columbus in 1884. Mississippi Uni-
versity for Women today continues its tradition of 
quality education for men and women. Many Co-
lumbus residents take pride in MUW as well as the 
Columbus Air Force Base, an Air Force pilot training 
facilit\ iQ oSeratioQ siQce :orlG :ar ,,� 7he iQÁX[ of 
military personnel has brought innovative ideas to the 
community and many military retirees have chosen 
this area as their permanent home. 

Columbus is also proud of its historic Main 
Street district. The National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation named Main Street Columbus a winner of 
the 2010 Great American Main Street Awards, one of 
four winners nationally. Mississippi Main Street As-
sociation honored Executive Director Barbara Bigelow 
with the Charles Beasley Outstanding Main Street 
Director of the Year award in 2025. 
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County:  Lowndes
County seat:  Columbus
Population:  The U.S. Census of 2020 esti-

mated a county population of 58,879 and a city 
population of 24,084. According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s 2010 census, the population was 23,640 in 
the city and 59,779 in the county. The U.S. cen-
sus is conducted every 10 years. In 2023, the U.S. 
Census estimated a city population of 23,035 and a 
county population of 57,283. 

Government: City – mayor and six-member 
cit\ coXQcil� CoXQt\ ² fiYe-PePEer EoarG of sXSer-
visors.

Altitude: 217 feet above sea level
Area: 25.85 square miles (city); 516 square 

miles (county)

Assessed valuation: City – $225 million; 
County – $1.24 billion.

Public safety: )irefiJhters ² �� ColXPEXs fire-
fiJhters� ��� YolXQteer firefiJhters serYe the coXQt\� 
Police officers ² �� iQ ColXPEXs� 2Qe iQteriP chief 
Parshal� fiYe Sart-tiPe GeSXt\ Parshals aQG two 
reserYe Parshals iQ CaleGoQia 0arshal’s 2ffice� 
Sheriff’s Deputies – 74 full-time.

Climate: On average, January is the cool-
est month and July is the warmest. January daily 
average temperatures: high of 54 degrees, low of 36 
degrees; July daily average temperatures: high of 91 
degrees, low of 72 degrees.

Major highways: U.S. 45 and 82; state high-
ways 12, 50, 69, 182 and 373.

THE FACTS



Stephen Jones
Mayor

Roderick Smith
Councilman, Ward 2

Duane Hughes
Fire Chief

Gregory Jefferson
Councilman, Ward 5

Lavonne Harris
Councilman, Ward 4

Ethel Taylor Stewart
Councilman, Ward 1

Joseph Daughtry
Chief of Police

Rusty Greene
Councilman, Ward 3

Jason Spears
Councilman, Ward 6

CITY OFFICIALS
A mayor and city council govern Columbus. The mayor is elected every four years by a majority vote, based on the votes cast by city 
residents in the primary and general elections. The six councilmen are also elected every four years based on votes in predetermined 
sections, or wards, of the city. The current mayor and council were elected in June 2025. Their terms will expire in 2029. City council 
PeetLQgV Dre heOG the firVt DQG thLrG 7ueVGDyV of the PoQth Dt � S.P. LQ the &Lty 0uQLFLSDO &oPSOe[ Dt ���� 0DLQ St. DQG Dre oSeQ 
to the public. 

Mayor
Stephen Jones
(662) 328-7021 �offiFe�
(662) 386-5022 �FeOO�
sjones@columbusms.org

City Council
Ward 1
Ethel Taylor Stewart
(662) 251-3841 �offiFe�
(662) 329-1227 �hoPe�
(662) 425-1833 �FeOO�
ward1@columbusms.org

Ward 2
Roderick Smith
(601) 604-7700 �FeOO�
(662) 359-7676 �offiFe�
ward2@columbusms.org

Ward 3
Rusty Greene
(662) 889-1912 �offiFe�
(662) 242-7799 �FeOO� 
ward3@columbusms.org

Ward 4
Lavonne Harris
(662) 549-2390 �FeOO�
(662) 889-7225 �offiFe�
ward4@columbusms.org

Ward 5
Gregory Jefferson
(662) 386-3738 �FeOO�
(662) 359-7678 �offiFe�
ward5@columbusms.org

Ward 6
Jason Spears
(662) 861-0967 �FeOO�
(662) 359-7679 �offiFe�
ward6@columbusms.org

Chief Operations 
2IfiFHr
Jammie Garrett
(662) 329-5119 �offiFe�
(662) 769-8268 �FeOO�
jammie.garrett@columbusms.
org

ChLHI�)LQaQFLaO�2IfiFHr
James Brigham
(662) 329-5120 �offiFe�
(662)-889-9636 �FeOO�
james.brigham@columbusms.
org

Chief of Police
Joseph Daughtry
(662) 848-3002 �offiFe�
jdaughtry@columbusms.org

Fire Chief
Duane Hughes
(662) 329-5121 
ext. 4100 �offiFe�
(662) 570-8814 �FeOO�
dhughes@columbusms.org

Columbus Municipal 
School District 
Superintendent
CMSD is in the process of 
hiring a new superintendent as 
of press time
(662) 241-7400 �offiFe of the 
VuSerLQteQGeQt�

City Attorney
Jeff Turnage
(662) 328-2316 �offiFe�
(662) 364-0846 �FeOO�
jturnage@mitchellmcnutt.com

City Judges
Gary S. Goodwin
Rhonda Hayes-Ellis

City Prosecutor
Nicole Clinkscales

Public Defender
Amanda Meadows

City/County Tax 
Assessor
Greg Andrews
(662) 329-5700

City/County Tax 
Collector
Kalee Talley
(662) 329-5700
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Columbus Action Center
CAC offers aQ oXtlet for SeoSle to Qotif\ cit\ officials aEoXt aQ\ 
PXQiciSal issXes that QeeG atteQtioQ� 7he office is locateG oQ the 
first Áoor of Cit\ +all aQG caQ Ee reacheG at ����� ���-����� 
7o file a reSort or sXEPit a reTXest� Yisit their oQliQe Sortal at� 
seeclickfi[�coP�colXPEXsB�

City Hall and the Columbus Municipal Complex are open 7 a.m. - 6 
p.m., Monday through Thursday.



Matt Furnari
SuSerYLVor� 'LVtrLFt �

Sam Allison
SuSerLQteQGeQt of (GuFDtLoQ

Andy Williamson
SuSerYLVor� 'LVtrLFt �

Leroy Brooks
SuSerYLVor� 'LVtrLFt �

Trip Hairston
SuSerYLVor� 'LVtrLFt �

Jeff Smith
SuSerYLVor� 'LVtrLFt �

Eddie Hawkins
SherLff

COUNTY OFFICIALS
7he reVSoQVLbLOLty for DGPLQLVterLQg the GutLeV of FouQty goYerQPeQt fDOOV to the /oZQGeV &ouQty BoDrG of SuSerYLVorV.
7he FouQty LV GLYLGeG LQto fiYe GLVtrLFtV DQG hDV oSerDteG uQGer the uQLt VyVteP VLQFe -DQuDry ����. 7he offiFLDOV Dre eOeFteG to D four�
yeDr terP of offiFe. 7he ODVt eOeFtLoQ ZDV heOG LQ ����� the FurreQt boDrG ZLOO VerYe through 'eFePber ����. 7he BoDrG of SuSerYLVorV 
PeetV reguODrOy eYery firVt 0oQGDy of the PoQth Dt � D.P. DQG oFFDVLoQDOOy oQ the ��th DQG ODVt GDy of the PoQth. 0eetLQgV Dre heOG LQ 
the supervisors’ boardroom in the Lowndes County Courthouse and are open to the public.

Board of Supervisors
'LVtrLFt �
Matt Furnari
(662) 574-2591
mfurnari@lowndescountyms.
com

'LVtrLFt �
Trip Hairston, (board 
president)
(662) 251-5006
thairston@lowndescountyms.
com

'LVtrLFt �
Andy Williamson
awilliamson@
lownedscountyms.com
(662) 242-2102

'LVtrLFt �
Jeff Smith, (board vice-
president)
(662) 386-6923
lcjsmith@bellsouth.net

'LVtrLFt �
Leroy Brooks
(662) 251-8125
lclbrooks@bellsouth.net

Sheriff
Eddie Hawkins
Lowndes County Sheriff’s 
Dept. 
(662) 328-6788

Superintendent of 
Education
Sam Allison
(662) 244-5005
Sam.Allison@lowndes.k12.
ms.us

Constables
'LVtrLFt �
ChrLs�*rLIfiQ
(662) 386-4160

'LVtrLFt �
Joe Ables, Jr.
(662) 328-4373 

'LVtrLFt �
Willie “Sonny” Sanders
(662) 251-4545

County Prosecutor
Will Cooper
(662) 243-7443

Justice Court Judges
7he MuVtLFe Fourt offiFe LV OoFDteG 
Dt ��� South 0/. -r. 'rLYe.
Ron Cooke, Christopher 
D. Hemphill and Peggy  
G. Phillips 

Justice Court Clerk
Carley Estes
(662) 329-5718

Chancery Court Clerk
Cindy Goode
(662) 329-5800

Circuit Court Judges
7he FLrFuLt Fourt offiFe LV 
OoFDteG Dt ��� SeFoQG $Ye. 1. 
in downtown Columbus.
Lee “Jay” Howard, James 
T. Kitchens, Jr. and 
Michelle Easterling 

Circuit Court Clerk 
Teresa Barksdale
(662) 329-5900

County Road Manager
Mike Aldridge
(662) 251-8105

County Administrator
Jay Fisher
(662) 329-5870
Mfisher#lowQGescoXQt\Ps�coP

Coroner
Greg Merchant
(662) 386-0704
gregmerchant@bellsouth.net
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Maps of the city and county are available to newcomers at the 
*oOGeQ 7rLDQgOe 'eYeOoSPeQt /,1. OoFDteG Dt ���� 0DLQ St. 
&DOO ����� �������� for GetDLOV.

All emergency services in the county may be reached by 
dialing 911.

Fire Services 
Coordinator
County is in the process of 
hiring this position
(662) 329-5152 �offiFe�
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7he towQ of CaleGoQia was officiall\ chartereG iQ 
December of 1904 under Governor James Vardaman. Just 
northeast of Columbus, Caledonia has seen three expansions 
under county judges in 1971, 1973 and in the 1980s. The 
community now has a population of 1,107 people.

Caledonia is home to Caledonia Elementary School and 
Caledonia High School. Located down the street from the 
high school is Ola J. Pickett Park, where Caledonia’s youth 
sports leagues play and where the two-day festival “Caledonia 
Days” is held each October.

Mayor
Betty Darnell
(662) 402-7901
badarnellmayor@gmail.com

Board of Aldermen/women
Matt Chisolm
(662) 386-0882
bulldog0186@gmail.com

Jason Daniel Chrest
(662) 251-9312
jasondchrest@gmail.com

Jacqueline Furnari
(662) 574-1423
jacqueline.furnari24@gmail.com

Robert Linn Jacobs
(662) 574-2704
robertjacobs15@hotmail.com

Tammy McCool
(662) 574-3744
PtEBPccool#EellsoXth�Qet

Interim Town Marshal
John Pevey
662-356-4117

Board Attorney
Chris Hemphill
662-356-4417

ABOUT CALEDONIA

TOWN GOVERNMENT
$ PDyor DQG fiYe�PePber boDrG of DOGerPeQ goYerQ &DOeGoQLD. $OGerPeQ reSreVeQt DOO of &DOeGoQLD DQG Dre Qot eOeFteG to reSreVeQt 
VSeFLfiF GLVtrLFtV. &urreQt toZQ offiFLDOV Zere eOeFteG LQ -uQe ����.

Matt Chisolm
Board of Aldermen

Jacqueline Furnari
Board of Aldermen

Betty Darnell
Mayor

Jason Chrest
Board of Aldermen

Tammy McCool
Board of Aldermen

Chris Hemphill
Board Attorney

Robert Linn Jacobs
Board of Aldermen

John Pevey
,QterLP 7oZQ 0DrVhDO

A  G U I D E  T O  T H E  G O L D E N  T R I A N G L E   2 1

       C o l u m b u s / L o w n d e s  C o u n t y





GENERAL INFORMATION
Permits, licenses

Building and business permits – City building and 
business permits may be obtained at the Building Inspection 
Department located at 1621 Main St. Call (662) 245-5055 
for more information.

For county permits, visit the County Administrative 
BXilGiQJ at ���� 0aiQ 6t� iQ ColXPEXs� Call the office at 
(662) 329-5700 for more information, or contact Larry 
Collums with the county Building Inspection Department at 
(662) 329-5860.

Postal service
Residents can deposit their mail at a number of locations 

throughout the city and county.
ColXPEXs has three Sost office locatioQs� 7he GowQtowQ 

locatioQ at ��� 0aiQ 6t� is a fXll-serYice Sost office oSeQ 
���� a�P� to � S�P� 0oQGa\ throXJh )riGa\� 7his Sost office 
has several window-service collection boxes on Sixth Street 
6oXth� 7he fiQal collectioQ tiPe is � S�P� 0oQGa\ throXJh 
Friday and 2 p.m. on Saturday. To contact the branch, call 
(662) 329-1091.

The second location at 235 Alabama St. in Columbus 
offers general delivery, money order, and P.O. Box services. 
Retail hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
7he fiQal collectioQ tiPe is � S�P� 0oQGa\ throXJh )riGa\� 
To contact the branch, call (662) 245-0247.

7he thirG ColXPEXs locatioQ is a fXll-serYice Sost office 
at 3202 Bluecutt Road. Retail hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 8:30 a.m. to noon on 
6atXrGa\� 7he fiQal collectioQ tiPe is � S�P� 0oQGa\ throXJh 
Saturday. This location also offers passport services Monday 
through Friday 9 a.m. to noon and 2-4 p.m. To contact the 
branch, call (662) 245-0247.

CoXQt\ Sost offices are locateG iQ 6teeQs� Artesia aQG 
Caledonia. The Steens branch is located at 346 Steens Ver-
non Road and may be contacted by calling (662) 328-0909. 
The Artesia branch is located at 11 S. Front St. and may be 
contacted at (662) 272-5211. The Caledonia branch is locat-
ed at 650 Main St. and may be contacted at (662) 356-6497.

Taxes
Personal taxes – State, county and municipal ad valor-

em taxes, except on motor vehicles, must be paid by Feb. 1 of 
each year. County and city tax millage rates are set prior to 
Sept. 15 of each year.

Where to pay taxes – Municipal and county taxes are 
to Ee SaiG at the /owQGes CoXQt\ ta[ assessor’s office at 
1121 Main St. Call (662) 329-5700 for information.

State income tax is payable to the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Revenue in early April. Visit www.dor.ms.gov for 
more information on state tax information. Some payments 
may be made online.
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Homestead exemption – Persons moving into Lowndes 
County must have their house purchased by Dec. 31 and 
GeeG recorGeG with the chaQcer\ clerk E\ JaQ� � to file for 
homestead exemption that same year. The applicant must 
have been living in the home on Jan. 1 of the year for which 
he or she is filiQJ� +oPesteaG e[ePStioQs Pa\ Ee fileG at the 
ta[ collector’s office oQ the first Áoor of the /owQGes CoXQt\ 
7a[ 2ffice� ���� 0aiQ 6t� iQ ColXPEXs� ([ePStioQs PXst Ee 
fileG Eefore ASril ��

A SersoQ filiQJ for hoPesteaG e[ePStioQ for the first 
time should present the warranty deed for the property, their 
Lowndes County automobile tag number(s), at least one 
forP of iGeQtificatioQ� social secXrit\ QXPEer�s�� the SXrchase 
price and down payment amount of the home, as well as the 
hoXse GeeG� )or aQ\oQe filiQJ EecaXse of a GisaEilit\� the\ 
must present the original award letter stating they are 100% 
GisaEleG aQG the Gate he�she EecaPe GisaEleG�

For more information, contact the Lowndes County Tax 
Assessor at ���� 0aiQ 6t� Call ����� ���-����� 2ffice hoXrs 

are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Voter registration
In order to vote in Mississippi a person must reside in 

the state and be 18 years old on or before Election Day. A 
person must be registered with the county or city clerk at 
least 30 days prior in order to vote in local, state and national 
elections. 

For more information, contact Lowndes County Circuit 
Clerk Teresa Barksdale at (662) 329-5900. The circuit clerk’s 
office is locateG iQ the /owQGes CoXQt\ CoXrthoXse at ��� 
Second Ave. N. in downtown Columbus. City residents may 
register at City Hall, 523 Main St., Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. To register by mail, residents may pick 
up a voter registration form at City Hall, the public library or 
download a form from the Secretary of State’s website. Forms 
caQ Ee PaileG to the 2ffice of 5eJistrar� P�2� Bo[ ��� ColXP-
bus, MS 39703.

UTILITIES
Refuse collection

City – A monthly charge of $20.95 is charged to each 
household for city residents. The cost covers one pick-up 
per week and a city-provided bin. Golden Triangle Waste 
Services will collect trash south of Fifth Avenue North on 
Mondays, and residents north of Fifth Avenue North will 
have their trash collected Tuesdays. Call Golden Triangle 
Waste Services at (662) 327-6600.

County – Those residents living in the county have their 
garbage picked up once a week on a pre scheduled basis for 
each area. The charge is $15 per month.

For information on the schedule for your area, contact 
Golden Triangle Waste Services, 1311 Industrial Park Road 
in Columbus. Call (662) 327-6660. Hours are 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 
weekdays. 

Electricity
City – To establish service within the city, newcomers, 

whether renting or owning, need to bring two forms of identi-
ficatioQ� iQclXGiQJ oQe with a receQt Shoto� to the ColXPEXs 
Light and Water Department, 420 Fourth Ave. S. Those 
renting an apartment or house will need to present a lease 
agreement. Homeowners must present their house deed.

A deposit is required to set up any service with CL&W. 
For renters, a $300 deposit is required for combined elec-
tric and water services. For homeowners, a $200 deposit is 
required for combined electric and water service. Whether 
renting or owning, a $200 deposit is required to establish 
electricity service only.

For more information, contact Columbus Light and 
Water at (662) 328-7192. Hours are Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

County – Those moving to Lowndes County will have 
to apply for membership with 4-County Electric Power As-
sociation. Applications may be retrieved from www.4county.
orJ�resiGeQtial-aSSl\-for-serYice�� 7he aSSlicatioQ for serYice 

may be completed online; downloaded and mailed to P.O. 
Box 351, Columbus, MS 39703; or downloaded, scanned, 
and emailed to support@4county.org. Before sending your 
completed application, contact 4-County at (800) 431-1544 
for important information needed to complete the applica-
tion.

A $25 membership fee and a $25 connection fee are 
required for residential connection. An additional deposit, 
based on a credit check, may be required. Same day service 
may be available if all applicable fees and documentation are 
received by 4-County by 3:30 p.m.

For more information, contact 4-County Electric Power 
Association’s customer call center at (800) 431-1544 Mon-
day through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 4-County’s Columbus 
office is locateG at ���� 6� )roQtaJe 5oaG� 

Monroe County Power – To establish service, two 
forPs of iGeQtificatioQ are reTXireG� social secXrit\ QXPEer 
and a valid driver’s license or state issued picture ID. Mem-
berships are $50 per meter. Those renting an apartment or 
house will need a signed lease agreement. A minimum deposit 
of $100 is required to establish service but the deposit can 
be higher based on credit rating. For more information on 
Qew serYice reTXirePeQts call ����� ���-���� or Yisit httSs���
www�PoQroecoXQt\electric�coP�� 7he EraQch is locateG at 
746 Main Street Caledonia, MS, 39740.

Gas
Atmos Energy is the primary gas service provider in the 

Golden Triangle. 
For more information, contact Atmos Energy at (888) 

286-6700, or visit the company’s website: www.atmosenergy.
com.

Caledonia Natural Gas serves the entire northeastern 
quadrant of Lowndes County, including the town of Caledo-
nia. For more information, contact Caledonia Natural Gas at 
(662) 356-4250 or visit 639 Main St. in Caledonia.

C o l u m b u s / L o w n d e s  C o u n t y
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Churches

There are more than 210 churches of all faiths in Co-
lumbus and Lowndes County. A church directory is available 
oQliQe at cGisSatch�coP�reliJioQ�

Education
General information – Registration for the fall school 

term is held in the summer. Notice of the registration is 
published prior to the registration period. Kindergarten in 
Columbus is available to all students in both public and 
private schools.

6tXGeQts eQteriQJ kiQGerJarteQ PXst Ee fiYe \ears of aJe 
oQ or Eefore 6eSt� �� A Eirth certificate aQG a recorG of iPPX-
nization (Form 121) are required for registration. 

City schools – In the Columbus Municipal School 
'istrict� there are fiYe elePeQtar\ schools� oQe PiGGle school� 
one high school, one vocational school and one alternative 
school.

More information about the city school system can be 
obtained by contacting the Columbus Municipal School 
District at (662) 241-7453 or by visiting www.columbusci-
t\schools�orJ� 7he aGGress for ceQtral office aQG the office of 
the superintendent is 2630 McArthur Dr. 

County schools – The Lowndes County School District 
has three elementary schools, two middle schools and three 
high schools.

For more information about the county school district 
contact Lowndes County Superintendent of Education Sam 
AllisoQ at ����� ���-����� 7he sXSeriQteQGeQt’s office is 
located at 1053 Highway 45 S. in Columbus. Visit www.
lowndes.k12.ms.us for more information.

Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science – 

Located on the campus of Mississippi University for Women, 
MSMS is a residential, public high school for juniors and 
seniors. The public magnet school has a selective admission 
process, and potential students apply during their sophomore 
years of high school. Call (800) 400-4656 or visit www.
themsms.org for more information.

Parochial schools – There are three parochial schools in 
the county. Those are:

• Annunciation Catholic School, 223 N. Browder St., 
(662) 328-4479. (The school serves preschool through eighth 
grade). 

• Columbus Christian Academy, 6405 Military Road, 
Steens (662) 328-7888

• Victory Christian Academy, 100 Victory Loop, (662) 
327-7744

Private schools – There are two private schools, one ele-
mentary and one high school, in the county. These are:

• Heritage Academy Elementary, 623 Willowbrook 
Road

• Heritage Academy High School, 625 Magnolia Lane
To reach Heritage Academy call (662) 327-5272. For 

director of admissions, call (662) 327-1556.
Colleges – Three higher education facilities are located 

in Lowndes County. They are:
• Mississippi University for Women, 1100 College St. 

For more information, call (662) 329-4750 or see www.muw.
edu.

• East Mississippi Community College, Golden Trian-
gle Campus. For more information, call (662) 243-1900 or 
see www.eastms.edu. EMCC also offers some classes at the 
Columbus Air Force Base.
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Water
City – To establish service within the city, newcomers, 

whether renting or owning, need to bring two forms of identi-
ficatioQ� iQclXGiQJ oQe with a receQt Shoto� to the ColXPEXs 
Light and Water Department, 420 Fourth Ave. S. Those 
renting an apartment or house will need to present a lease 
agreement. Homeowners must present their house deed.

A deposit is required to set up any service with CL&W. 
For renters, a $300 deposit is required for combined elec-
tric and water services. For homeowners, a $200 deposit is 
required for combined electric and water service. Whether 
renting or owning, a $100 deposit is required to establish 
water service only. 

East Lowndes – Rural water users who are hooked up 
to the East Lowndes Water Association will pay a $75 depos-
it and a $25 connection fee to establish service.

An $800 deposit is required to establish service if a new 
water meter must be installed.

For more information contact East Lowndes Water 
Association at (662) 327-1651 or visit 1325 Ridge Road in 
Columbus. The association’s normal hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 

West Lowndes – County residents hooked up to the 

Prairie Land Water Association will pay a $50 deposit if they 
own the home and a $100 deposit if they are renting. All 
residents must pay a $25 membership fee to establish service. 

The cost of a new meter starts at $800.
The Prairie Land Water Association is located at 150 Ar-

tesia Road. For more information call (662) 245-1150. Hours 
are Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

South Lowndes – County residents using South Lown-
des Water Association will pay a $35 deposit to establish 
service if they own the home and $100 if they are renting.   

A $400 deposit is required to establish service if a new 
water meter must be installed.

For more information call (662) 272-5750. The South 
Lowndes Water Association is located at 2109 O’Leary Lane. 
Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Caledonia Water and Sewage – Caledonia residents 
hooked up to Caledonia Water and Sewage will pay a $40 
deposit to establish service if they own the home and a $100 
deposit to establish service on a rental property. 

Caledonia Water and Sewage is located at 202 South 
St. in Caledonia. For more information, call (662) 356-6993. 
Hours are 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
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• Saint Leo University, Columbus Air Force Base Edu-
cation Center, 81 Fifth St., Suite 11, Columbus AFB; (662)  
729-8319

Other colleges and universities in the area include:
• Mississippi State University in Starkville, which is 23 

miles west of Columbus.
• University of Mississippi in Oxford, 105 miles north of 

Columbus.
• East Mississippi Community College, Scooba Campus, 

52 miles south of Columbus.
• Northeast Mississippi Community College at Boon-

eville, 100 miles north of Columbus.
• University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa, 60 miles east of 

Columbus.

Libraries
The main branch of the Columbus-Lowndes Public 

Library system, containing more than 100,000 volumes, is 
located at 314 Seventh St. N. in Columbus. It is the main 
office for the coXQt\’s liErar\ s\steP aQG is hoXseG iQ a 
28,000-square-foot building. There are branch libraries in 
Artesia, Caledonia and Crawford.

Some of the library’s services include a meeting room 
for the public that seats 75, a modern reference department, 
a genealogy and local history department, a story hour for 
preschoolers, and exhibits and art displays.

Columbus Lowndes Public Library – Hours are 9 
a.m.to 6 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday. Call (662) 329-5300 or visit www.lowndeslibrary.
com for more information. The branch clerk is Wil’lani Turn-
er, wturner@lowndes.lib.ms.us.

Artesia Public Library – Located at 18 S. Front St., 
Artesia, MS 39736. Hours are Monday and Wednesday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Contact branch clerk Bernice Wilson at 
(662) 272-5255 or via email at bwilson@lowndes.lib.ms.us 
for more information.

Caledonia Public Library – Located at 754 Main St., 
Caledonia, MS 39740. Hours are 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday 
and Thursday, and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday and Wednes-
day. Contact branch clerk Tori Hawkins at (662) 356-6384 
for more information.

Crawford Public Library – Located at 320 Main St., 
Crawford, MS 39743. Hours are 12:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday and Wednesday. Contact branch clerk Bernice Wil-
son at (662) 272-5144 or via email at bwilson@lowndes.lib.
ms.us for more information. 

Media
The Commercial Dispatch: 516 Main St., Columbus; 

Business hours are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Call (662) 328-2424 for subscription information. Printed 
Tuesday through Saturday. Visit www.cdispatch.com for 
more information.

The Columbus Packet:  425 College St., Columbus; 
Printed weekly on Thursday. Call (662) 329-1741 or visit 
columbuspacket.com for more information.
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Television stations serving the area include WCBI of 
ColXPEXs� ChaQQel � �CB6� )o[ aQG 0\1etwork79 affili-
ate�� :79A of 7XSelo� ChaQQel � �1BC aQG ABC affiliate�� 
:/29 of 7XSelo� ChaQQel �� �C:� affiliate� aQG :.'+ 
of 7XSelo� ChaQQel �� �ABC affiliate��

Hospital
 Baptist Memorial Hospital – Golden Triangle is located 

at 2520 Fifth Street N., (662) 244-1000.

Airports
• Golden Triangle Regional Airport, 2080 Airport Road, 

Columbus; (662) 327-4422
• Columbus-Lowndes County Airport, 368 Fabritek 

Drive, Columbus; (662) 570-1559

Accommodations
Bed and breakfasts

Burnt Oak Lodge – 1563 Penn Station Road, Craw-
ford; (662) 272-9550

Puckett House – 1100 College St., Columbus; (662) 
329-7126

Shadowlawn Bed & Breakfast – 1024 College St., 
Columbus; (662) 327-3600

The Jackie O’ House Bed and Breakfast – 1700 9th 
St. S., Columbus: (662) 327-5100

Cabins, camping
Columbus East Bank Recreation – 3257 Wilkins-

Wise Road, Columbus; (662) 245-0461
Tombigbee RV Park – 25 Nash Road, Columbus; 

(662) 574-7879
Hidden Cove RV Park – 315 Sand Road, Columbus; 

(662) 242-0786
Brown’s RV Park – 2002 Bluecutt Road, Columbus; 

(662) 328-1976
Parkwood RV Park – 319 E. Plymouth Road, Colum-

bus; (662) 386-3047
Island Road RV Park – 533 Island Road, Columbus; 

(662) 549-2304
Country Living RV Park – 447 Robinson Road, Co-

lumbus; (662) 242-0786
Lake Lowndes State Park – 3319 Lake Lowndes Road, 

Columbus; (662) 328-2110
Dewayne Hayes Campground and Recreation Area

– 7934 Barton Ferry Road, Columbus; (662) 434-6939

C o l u m b u s / L o w n d e s  C o u n t y
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ANNUAL EVENTS
Catfish�LQ�thH�$OOH\��This festival, 

held in early spring each year, celebrates 
a historicall\ siJQificaQt AfricaQ-APer-
ican business district in downtown 
Columbus. The event includes live 
music and good food, including Missis-
siSSi farP-raiseG catfish� Catfish Alle\ is 
located at Fourth Street South, between 
College and Main streets. Contact the 
Columbus Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (662) 329-1191 for more infor-
mation.

Annual Spring Pilgrimage 
Historic and Heritage Tours: This 
award-winning annual celebration of 
history, culture, architectural and culi-
nary events includes exclusive access to 
culturally diverse 19th Century private 
homes and sights, historic interactive 
events and more. Visit the Preservation 
Society of Columbus at www.preserve-
columbus.com or call (662) 889-1145 
for more information.

Half-marathon and 5K run: 
During Pilgrimage season, participate 

Hadley Read and Lexi Read run a lemonade stand during Lemonade Day, an annual 
summer event held throughout the Golden Triangle.
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in or cheer on runners in a race through 
the downtown and south-side areas of 
Columbus. The half-marathon run takes 
participants past antebellum homes and 
historic Friendship Cemetery and along 
the Tombigbee River. Call the Colum-
bus Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
(662) 329-1191, for registration info.

Juneteenth Freedom Day: On 
the weekend of June 19th, Columbus 
celebrates freedom and emancipation 
with live music, food, vendors and 
family activities at Sim Scott Park. Call 
Leroy Brooks for more information 
(662) 251-8125.

Tales From the Crypt: Mississip-
pi School for Mathematics and Science 
students combine history and drama 
in this nationally recognized research 
project, as they portray local personal-
ities near their gravesites in Friendship 
Cemetery. Tales From the Crypt runs 
on select nights during spring Pilgrim-
aJe at the site of the first 'ecoratioQ 
Day in 1866. Call Chuck Yarborough at 
(662) 251-5177 for more information.

Hitching Lot Farmers Market:
The Columbus farmers market is open 

Hayley Gilmer helps Rick Seichrist pick out two watermelons at the 
Cherokee Melons stand in Caledonia.
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May through October. Hours are 
Tuesdays 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Satur-
days 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. In October, the 
market only takes place on Saturdays. 
The Hitching Lot will host the annual 
Holiday Market from 9 a.m to 1 p.m. 
on November 22. The market offers 
locally grown produce, artisanal goods, 
children’s activities and more. The 
Hitching Lot market is located near the 
intersection of Second Avenue and Sec-
ond Street North. Contact Main Street 
Columbus at (662) 328-6305 or email 
Chelsea Best at columbusmainstreet@
gmail.com for more information.

Market Street Festival: Thou-
saQGs of Yisitors Áock to this awarG-wiQ-
ning festival held each May in down-
town Columbus. Market Street features 
live music on multiple stages and more 
thaQ ��� YeQGors of fiQe arts� crafts� 
food and more. Contact Main Street 
Columbus at (662) 328-6305 for more 
information.

Eighth of May Celebration: This 
annual presentation by Mississippi 
School for Mathematics and Science 
students commemorates the day – May 
8, 1865 – federal troops arrived in 
Columbus to free black slaves remaining 
in bondage. The event takes place in 
6aQGfielG CePeter\ MXst off 0aiQ 6treet 
on 25th Street South. Contact MSMS 
at (800) 400-4656 or email Chuck 
Yarborough at cyarborough@themsms.
org for more information.

Sounds of Summer: This free 
concert series is held on summer eve-
nings in June and July at the Columbus 
Soccer Complex. Contact Main Street 
Columbus at (662) 328-6305 for more 
information and this year’s concert 
schedule.

Crawford Days: This festival, held 
in July each year, features live entertain-
ment, including music, speakers, a step 
show and more. Contact (662) 272-
5164 for more information.

Artesia Days: Typically held the 
first weekeQG iQ AXJXst� the Artesia 
Days festival features live music, craft 
and food vendors, and a school supply 
giveaway in downtown Artesia. For 
information, call (662) 272-5104.

Roast-n-Boast: Mississippi’s 
barbecue cooking competition, held at 
the Columbus Fairgrounds, draws teams 
from around the country. Roast-n-Boast 
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offers music, food vendors and children’s activities and is 
located just off Highway 69 South. The event takes place 
each year near the beginning of October. Visit www.roastn-
boast.com or contact the Columbus Convention and Visitors 
Bureau at (662) 329-1191 for more information.

Tennessee Williams Tribute: The tribute and tour 
of Victorian homes, held in early September, honors one of 
APerica’s Post Srolific Sla\wriJhts� EorQ iQ ColXPEXs 0arch 
26, 1911. Contact the Columbus Convention and Visitors 
Bureau at (662) 329-1191 for more information.

Eudora Welty Writers’ Symposium: The Welty 
symposium, sponsored by Mississippi University for Women, 
honors Pulitzer Prize winning novelist and one of MUW’s 
most distinguished scholars, Eudora Welty. The symposium 
is typically held in late October. For information, visit muw.
eGX�welt\ or coQtact the XQiYersit\’s Girector of coPPXQica-
tions, Anika Perkins, at (662) 329-7124.

7th Avenue Heritage Festival: African American artists 
and the rich music history of this part of Columbus is being 
celebrated with local artists as well as Grammy-Award-win-
ning musicians in October of every year. Call Kabir Karriem 
for more information (662) 400-0873.

Caledonia Days Celebration: This two-day event held 
in October at Ola J. Pickett park in Caledonia features music, 
vendors, games and more. Contact Amanda Boltwood at 
(662) 251-2875 for more information.

Art ‘n Antiques Show and Sale: This popular antique 
show features pieces from dealers across the South. Last 
\ear’s show was helG the first weekeQG of 1oYePEer� Call the 
Columbus Convention and Visitor’s Bureau at (662) 329-
1191 for more information.

Christmas Open House: Historic downtown Colum-
bus dresses up for Christmas as downtown shops and busi-
nesses present open house celebrations and refreshments. 
Contact Columbus Main Street at (662) 328-6305 for more 
information.

Veteran’s Day Parade: Honor area veterans and ser-
vicemen and women during the annual parade. Contact the 
Columbus Air Force Base at (662) 434-7069 or the Colum-
bus Convention and Visitors Bureau at (662) 329-1191 for 
more information.

City Christmas Tree Lighting: Join friends and 
neighbors for this community event, held each year on the 
last Monday of November in downtown Columbus. Contact 
Columbus Main Street at (662) 328-6305 for more informa-
tion.

C o l u m b u s / L o w n d e s  C o u n t y
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Racing
With three different race tracks, 

Columbus offers a variety of dirt-track 
motor races year-round. For a complete 
list of this year’s races and to view race 
results visit each strip’s website.

Magnolia Motor Speedway:
495 US-45, Columbus; www.mag-

noliadirt.com; (662) 240-3478
Columbus Speedway:
574 Lacy Road, Columbus; www.

facEeook�coP�colXPEXsEXllriQJ� ����� 
241-6262

Columbus Dragstrip Inc.:
1085 Hairston Bend Road, Colum-

bus; (662) 327-3637

Leisure activities
Antebellum homes: The Colum-

bus Historic Foundation sponsors tours 
of soPe of the 6oXth’s fiQest aQteEel-

lum homes. For maps and schedules, 
call Visit Columbus at (800) 327-2682 
or visit www.visitcolumbusms.org.
Blues Markers: Lowndes County is 
home to several Mississippi Blues Trail 
Parkers� iGeQtif\iQJ iQÁXeQtial area 
musicians and historic sites that have 
contributed to the blues culture of the 
Magnolia State. Go to www.visitcolum-
EXsPs�orJ�thiQJs-to-Go-aQG-see�attrac-
tions for information about local stops 
on this statewide tour.

Friendship Cemetery: Located at 
the corner of Fourth Street South and 
15th Avenue South, this historic cem-
eter\ was the site of the first 0ePorial 
Day observance in 1866. Call (662) 
328-4164 for more information.

Mississippi University for 
Women:  “The W,” as the school is af-
fectioQatel\ kQowQ� was the first SXElic 

college for women in the United States. 
Stroll through the campus to see more 
than 20 buildings listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

African-American Heritage 
Tour: Columbus boasts many Afri-
can-American historical sites, including 
the faPoXs Catfish Alle\� a ceQtral 
meeting and business district for the Af-
rican-American community in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. Go to 
www�YisitcolXPEXsPs�orJ�thiQJs-to-Go-
aQG-see�histor\-aQG-heritaJe to e[Slore 
other stops on the tour.

Stephen D. Lee Home and 
Museum:  Built c. 1847, the building 
was home to one of the earliest citizens 
of Columbus. It was restored in 1960 
and now houses an exhibit containing 
Civil War memorabilia and artifacts 
from the area. The museum, located at 

ATTRACTIONS

CRRSHr�3HarsRQ�hROGs�thH�arHQa�JatH�RSHQ�IRr�FRwER\s�rLGLQJ�LQ�at�thH�/RwQGHs�CRXQt\�%HQHfit�5RGHR��
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316 Seventh St. N. in Columbus, is open Fridays 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. or by appointment. Call (662) 327-8888 for informa-
tion and tours.

Rosenzweig Arts Center: The arts center is home to 
the Columbus Arts Council, which coordinates and assists 
iQ SroPotiQJ fiQe aQG SerforPiQJ arts locall\� 7he CAC also 
grants funding assistance for various civic and community 
projects and offers classes and camps for all ages. Visit www.
columbus-arts.org for more information, or call (662) 328-
2787. The arts center is located at 501 Main St. in Colum-
bus’ historic downtown.

Tennessee Williams Home and Welcome Center: 
Birthplace of the late playwright Tennessee Williams, located 
at 300 Main St. Tours are offered Monday through Saturday 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The home also features a gift shop with 
locally-made goods. Call (662) 328-0222 for more informa-
tion. 

Agnes Zaiontz Tennessee Tombigbee Waterway 
Museum: The Tenn-Tom Waterway Transportation Muse-
um and Intermodal Learning Center, located at 318 Seventh 
St. N., highlights the uniqueness of the Waterway with its 
extensive lock and dam system and incorporates artifacts and 
information from rail and highway transportation as well. For 
more information call (662) 328-3286.

Recreation
Those who enjoy recreational sports will have little 

troXEle fiQGiQJ soPethiQJ to Go iQ the *olGeQ 7riaQJle area� 
)roP fishiQJ to sXPPer EaseEall� the *olGeQ 7riaQJle offers 
a wide range of options to its residents.

While the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway was built 
for EarJe traffic� it also offers aPSle oSSortXQities for fishiQJ 
and water sports. 

Several golf courses in the Golden Triangle area offer 
challenges to both the occasional hacker and the scratch 
player.

If tennis is your racket, then both public and private 
courts are available. A variety of habitats make the Golden 
Triangle a hunter’s paradise.

Fishing
Fishing in and around Columbus can be done at any of 

the following locations:
Columbus Lake on Tennessee-Tombigbee Water-

way: 2ffers ����� acres of fresh water for fishiQJ aQG water 
sports, located on West Plymouth Road, call (662) 327-2142 
for more information.

Columbus Lock and Dam East Bank: Located on 
Wilkins Wise Road. The park opens at 6 a.m. and closes at 
nightfall. Call (662) 245-0461 for more information.

Dewayne Hayes Recreation Area and Campground:
Located at 7934 Barton Ferry Road in Columbus. Call (662) 
434-6939 for more information.

Lake Lowndes State Park: 150-acre lake located at 
3319 Lake Lowndes Road in Columbus. Call (662) 328-2110 
for more information.

Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway: 3606 West Plym-
outh Road in Columbus. Call (662) 328-3286.

Several local organizations hold tournaments throughout 
the \ear to JiYe aQJlers a chaQce to Srofit froP their faYor-



ite pastime. For information on local 
tournaments contact the Columbus 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, (662) 
329-1191.

Boating, water sports
Both skiing and recreational boat-

ing have become popular activities on 
the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway.

The waterway offers numerous 
places to launch boats, including the 
Stennis Lock and Dam and Waverly 
Landing.

The Columbus Marina offers a 
spot for boaters to come ashore during 
their travels along the Tenn-Tom 
Waterway. The Marina is located at the 
335-mile marker on the waterway or at 
295 Marina Drive, Wilkins Wise Road 
in Columbus. For marina information, 
call (662) 327-8450.

Golf
There are several courses in the 

area, which can be found at the follow-
ing locations:

Green Oaks Golf Club: 
326 Green Oaks Drive in Co-

lumbus, call (662) 328-3879 for more 
information

Lion Hills Golf Club: 
2331 Military Road in Columbus, 

call (662) 328-4837 for more informa-
tion

Elm Lake Golf Club: 
1609 Taylor Thurston Road in Co-

lumbus, call (662) 329-8964 for more 
information

Tennis
Public tennis courts are available 

throughout the Golden Triangle area.
In Columbus, tennis courts are lo-

cated at Propst Park and Lake Lowndes 
State Park. The Magnolia Tennis Club, 
a private club located at 626 Magnolia 
Lane, has eight rubico courts and four 
hard courts. 

Hunting
No matter what your favorite 

game, the abundance of wildlife in the 
area offers hunters a variety of challeng-
es.

Deer season in Mississippi gives 
hunters a chance to test their skill as a 
still hunter or with dogs. There is also a 
bow season and a muzzle-loader season. 

There are doe days during the season.
Waterfowl, wild turkey and small 

game can also be found throughout the 
region.

For information on hunting sea-
sons and licenses, visit the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Parks website, www.mdwfp.com.

Other recreation
Other recreation activities available 

in the Golden Triangle area include 
baseball and softball, bowling, horse-
back riding, volleyball, soccer, disc golf 
and cycling. For more information 
about youth organized sports contact 
Greg Lewis with the Columbus Rec-
reation at (662) 251-4016 or visit the 
recreatioQ office locateG Qe[t to ProSst 
Park Department, 2535 Main St.

Local parks
Propst Park: Columbus’ largest 

park is Propst Park, located at 2535 
Main St. The park has a spray pad, 
skate raPSs� softEall aQG EaseEall fielGs� 
batting cages, pickleball courts, disc 
golf, community huts and pavilions, a 

playground and picnic tables.
Columbus Riverwalk: The 

Riverwalk is a popular attraction for 
both local residents and visitors to the 
area. The Riverwalk features a 4.4-mile 
walking path that winds from down-
town Columbus through trees along 
the banks of the Tennessee-Tombig-
bee River. The path begins near the 
intersection of College Street and First 
Street South and has new additions 
connecting the Riverwalk to the soccer 
complex.

Roger Short Soccer Complex:  
The downtown soccer complex fea-
tXres �� soccer fielGs� footEall fielGs� a 
playground and a bark park for small 
and large dogs. The soccer complex is 
located downtown, near the intersection 
of Third Street and Seventh Avenue. 

Dewayne Hayes Recreation 
Area: Located north of Columbus on 
Columbus Lake, Dewayne Hayes offers 
camping facilities, hiking trails and 
more.

14th Avenue Minipark:  Located 
on 14th Avenue and 19th Street North, 
it has an outdoor basketball court and 
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playground.
Lake Lowndes State Park and 

Opossum Trail: This park, located at 
3319 Lake Lowndes Road in Columbus, 
has a 150-acre lake, a campground area 
with cabins and a 5.6-mile trail. The 
park also features a gymnasium, meet-
iQJ rooPs� teQQis coXrts� softEall fielGs� 
disc golf, picnic areas, playground and a 
covered picnic pavilion. Call (662) 328-
2110 for more information.

Lee Park: Located just off of 
Seventh Street North, the park features 
a playground, picnic tables, a pavilion 
with a BBQ grill and restrooms. Call 
(662) 327-4935 for more information.

Ola J. Pickett Park: Located at 
9500 Wolfe Road in Caledonia, the 
park features baseball, softball  and soc-
cer fielGs� skate Sark� walkiQJ track� Gisc 
golf, a playground, a pavilion, splash 
pad and restrooms. 

6aQGfiHOG�CRPPXQLt\�CHQ-
ter: Located at 617 Oak St., the area 
features a community center, a pavilion 
with picnic tables and a walking track.

Sim Scott Park: Located near the 
intersection of 20th Street North and 
Eighth Avenue, Sim Scott Park features 
a sSlash SaG� EaseEall aQG softEall fielGs� 
a picnic area, community hut, play-
ground, walking track and basketball 
courts.

Southside Park: Located near 
the intersection of Seventh Street and 
11th Avenue South, the park features a 
EaseEall fielG� oXtGoor EasketEall coXrts� 
a playground and a pavilion.  

Townsend Park:  Located near 
the intersection of Seventh Avenue 
South and 11th Street, the park 
featXres a EaseEall fielG� coPPXQit\ 
center, basketball court and playground. 

Lowndes County Sportsplex:
Located on North Frontage Road, the 
sSortsSle[ featXres � EaseEall fielGs� 
concessions, and a playground. 
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The area of Mississippi, now known as OKTIB-
BEHA COUNTY, was originally part of land belong-
ing to the Choctaw Indians. It takes its name from 
a creek in the northern part of the county, which 
formed a portion of the boundary between the Choc-
taw and Chickasaw nations.

Oktibbeha, in the Choctaw language, means 
“icy water.” It is estimated that in the early 1800s, 
there were between 1,000 and 1,500 Choctaws living 
within the county’s present-day boundaries. In 1830, 
after local Native Americans surrendered their land 
to white settlers through the Treaty of Dancing Rab-
bit Creek, the area’s population grew. Newcomers 
were attracted to what is now Starkville by two large 
springs and the favorable lay of the land. Oktibbeha 
County was formally organized Dec. 23, 1833.

The seat of Oktibbeha County is STARKVILLE, 
the Golden Triangle’s college town. Starkville was 
originally named Boardtown for the city’s sawmill 
oSeratioQs� 2fficiall\ iQcorSorateG iQ ����� the towQ 
was renamed to honor American Revolution general 
John Stark. Starkville is home to Mississippi State 
8QiYersit\� foXQGeG iQ ���� as the AJricXltXral 
and Mechanical College of the State of Mississippi. 
Mississippi State now boasts an undergraduate en-
rollment of more than 20,000 students — who, from 
August through May, nearly double the town popula-
tion of just 25,000.

,Q ����� a fire sweSt throXJh GowQtowQ 
Starkville and destroyed 52 buildings. However, 
determined people in the community rebuilt the 
area, placing the stores further apart than before and 
widening Main Street by 20 feet, resulting in the 
present width. 

One of the area’s strongest promoters was Col. 
W.B. Montgomery. Not only did he revolution-
ize the agricultural base of the area from cotton to 
dairy farming, he was also instrumental in securing 
Starkville as the location for what is now Mississippi 
6tate iQ ����� :hile 068 GeYeloSeG iQto a Eack-
bone of the local economy, businesses in the area are 
also suppliers of wood products, clothing, electronics 

and industrial cable. The city’s identity is now linked 
to the university, as many popular local businesses 
and events take their names from the university’s 
mascot, the bulldog. 

Part of the rapidly growing Golden Triangle 
area, Starkville and Oktibbeha County have enjoyed 
impressive growth in the past two decades. Much of 
that growth has been rooted in technology thanks to 
an increased research emphasis at MSU. Industry has 
continued to blossom in the Golden Triangle under 
the Golden Triangle Development LINK, a main pro-
moter of regional industry. In April 2022, the City of 
Starkville annexed a portion of Oktibbeha County, 
growing by 2.3 square miles and approximately 1,600 
residents.

Starkville’s Main Street is one of the most 
recognizable areas in town. In 2023, the Starkville 
Main Street Association won the Main Street Cir-
cle of Excellence award from the Mississippi Main 
Street Association. Also in 2023, the city started a 
downtown water and sewer system upgrade project 
on Main Street, which is intended to lay the ground-
work for a complete Main Street redesign project in 
the future. 

Since August of 2020, construction has been 
ongoing for Cornerstone Park, a $20-million-plus 
baseball complex containing three “quads” of 12 
EaseEall fielGs� 7he 6tarkYille Parks aQG 5ecreatioQ 
Department hosted a soft-opening for the complex in 
May of 2023.

In fall 2024, an expected two-year project to 
revitalize a mile stretch of Highway 182 – between 
Long Street and Old West Point Road – to make 
it more pedestrian friendly and spur more business 
development. A Main Street redesign, between City 
Hall and Jackson Street, is slated to begin in late 
summer 2025.

OCH Regional Medical Center, which opened in 
the ����s as a coXQt\-owQeG hosSital� is iQ QeJotia-
tions to be sold to Baptist Memorial Healthcare. The 
Geal is e[SecteG to Ee fiQali]eG E\ the eQG of �����

Welcome to
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County: Oktibbeha
County seat: Starkville
Population:  The U.S. Census of 2020 esti-

PateG a coXQt\ SoSXlatioQ of ������ aQG a cit\ 
population of 24,360. According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s 2010 census, the population was 23,888 in 
the cit\ aQG ������ iQ the coXQt\� 7he 8�6� ceQ-
sus is conducted every 10 years. In 2023, the U.S. 
Census estimated a city population of 25,444 and a 
county population of 51,203. 

Government: City – mayor and seven-member 
EoarG of alGerPeQ� CoXQt\ ² fiYe-PePEer EoarG of 
supervisors

Altitude: 335 feet above sea level
Area: ����� sTXare Piles �cit\�� ����� sTXare 

Piles �coXQt\�
Assessed valuation: City – $349 million; 

County – $546 million
Public Safety: )irefiJhters ² �� iQ 6tarkYille� 

��� YolXQteer firefiJhters iQ the coXQt\� Police 
officers ² �� iQ 6tarkYille� 6heriff’s GeSXties ² �� 
deputies

Climate: On average, January is the cool-
est month and July is the warmest. January daily 
average temperatures: high of 54 degrees, low of 36 
degrees; July daily average temperatures: high of 91 
GeJrees� low of �� GeJrees�

Major highways: U.S. Highway 82; state high-
ways 12, 25, 182 and 383

THE FACTS
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Lynn Spruill
Mayor

Roy A. Perkins
Alderman, Ward 6

Sandra Sistrunk
Alderwoman, Ward 2

Mark Ballard
Chief of Police

Mike Brooks
Alderman, Ward 4

Kim Moreland
Alderwoman, Ward 1

Henry Vaughn, Sr.
Alderman, Ward 7

James Kyle Skinner
Alderman, Ward 3

Dewayne Davis
Fire Chief

William Pochop
Alderman, Ward 5

CITY OFFICIALS
A mayor and seven-member board of aldermen govern Starkville. The mayor is elected every four years by a majority vote from city 
residents. The seven aldermen, who also serve four-year terms, are elected based on votes in predetermined wards of the city. The present 
PDyor DQG DOGerPeQ Zere eOeFteG LQ ����. 7heLr terPV ZLOO e[SLre LQ ����.7he boDrG PeetV the firVt DQG thLrG 7ueVGDyV of eYery 
month at 5:30 p.m. in the City Hall boardroom and are open to the public.

Mayor
Lynn Spruill
����� ���-���� e[t� ����
l.spruill@cityofstarkville.org

Board of aldermen/women
Ward 1
Kim Moreland
����� ���-����
k.moreland@cityofstarkville.org

Ward 2
Sandra C. Sistrunk
����� ���-����
s.sistrunk@cityofstarkville.org

Ward 3
James Kyle Skinner
����� ���-����
j.skinner@cityofstarkville.org

Ward 4
Mike Brooks
����� ���-����
m.brooks@cityofstarkville.org

Ward 5
William Pochop
����� ���-����
w.pochop@cityofstarkville.org

Ward 6
Roy A. Perkins
����� ���-����
royaperkins@hotmail.com

Ward 7
Henry N. Vaughn, Sr.
����� ���-����  
����� ���-����
h.vaughn@cityofstarkville.org

Chief of Police
Mark Ballard
����� ���-����
mballard@cityofstarkville.org

Fire Chief
Dewayne Davis
����� ���-����
d.davis@cityofstarkville.org

City Clerk
Lesa Hardin
����� ���-���� e[t� ����
l.hardin@cityofstarkville.org

City Attorney
Berk Huskison
����� ���-����

City Prosecuting Attorney
Caroline Moore
����� ���-����

City Judge
J. Brian Kelley
����� ���-����

Court Clerk
Monica Lairy
����� ���-���� e[t� ����

City Hall is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and is located at 
110 West Main St.
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Ben Carver
Supervisor, District 1

Patrick Warner
Fire Services Coordinator

Marvell Howard
Supervisor, District 3

Joe Williams
Supervisor, District 5

Orlando Trainer
Supervisor, District 2

Tony McGee
Superintendent of Education

Pattie Little
Supervisor, District 4

Shank Phelps
Sheriff

COUNTY OFFICIALS
$ fiYe�PePber BoDrG of SuSerYLVorV goYerQV the fiYe GLVtrLFtV of 2NtLbbehD &ouQty. SuSerYLVorV hoOG offiFe for four�yeDr terPV. 7he 
last election was held in 2023. The current board will serve through December 2027.

Board of Supervisors
District 1
Ben Carver
����� ���-����
bcarver@gtpdd.com

District 2
Orlando Trainer 
����� ���-����
otrainer@gtpdd.com

District 3
Marvell Howard, (board 
president)
����� ���-����
mhoward@gtpdd.com

District 4
Pattie Little
����� ���-����

District 5
Joe Williams, (board vice-pres-
ident)
 ����� ���-����
jwilliams@gtpdd.com

Sheriff
Shank Phelps
����� ���-����
sphelps@sheriff.oktibbeha.
ms.us

Fire Services 
Coordinator
Patrick Warner
Oktibbeha County
Courthouse Annex
����� ���-����

Superintendent of 
Education
Dr. Tony McGee
����� ���-����
tmcgee@starkvillesd.com

County Board Attorney
Loyd “Rob” Roberson
����� ���-����

Justice Court Judges
District 1
William “Tony” Boykin, 
Jr.
����� ���-����

District 2
Larnzy Carpenter, Jr.
����� ���-����

District 3
Charles “Marty” Haug
����� ���-����

Constables
District 1
Kenny Watkins
����� ���-����

District 2
Curtis D. Randle
����� ���-����

District 3
James Lindsey
����� ���-����

Justice Court Clerk
Sholanda Sykes
����� ���-����

County Prosecutor
Haley M. Brown
����� ���-����
brownhm@gmail.com

Chancery Clerk
Sharon Livingston
����� ���-����
slivingston@gtpdd.com

County Administrator
Delois Farmer
����� ���-����
dfarmer@gtpdd.com

Circuit Clerk
Tony M. Rook
����� ���-����
trook@oktcircuitcourt.org

Tax Assessor/Collector
JoHelen Walker
����� ���-����

Coroner
Michael Hunt
����� ���-����

Oktibbeha County 
([tHQsLRQ�2IfiFH
Mississippi State Univer-
sity 
����� ���-����

7he BoDrG of SuSerYLVorV PeetV the firVt 0oQGDy of eDFh PoQth Dt � D.P.� uQOeVV the 
firVt 0oQGDy fDOOV oQ D hoOLGDy. ,Q thDt FDVe the VuSerYLVorV Peet the foOOoZLQg 7ueVGDy. 
0eetLQgV Dre heOG LQ the boDrGrooP oQ the VeFoQG Áoor of the 2NtLbbehD &ouQty 
Courthouse and are open to the public. 
Maps of the city and county are available at the Greater Starkville Development 
Partnership, 200 E. Main St. Call (662) 323-3322.

All emergency services in the county can be reached by dialing 911.

48 Lynn Lane, Suite D
6tarkYille� 06 �����
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Permits, licenses
Building permits, business permits and privilege licenses 

may be obtained through the building department or city 
clerk’s office at cit\ hall� GeSeQGiQJ oQ the liceQse reTXesteG� 
9isit cit\ hall at ��� :� 0aiQ 6t� or call ����� ���-���� for 
more information.

Postal service
7here are a QXPEer of Sost office locatioQs iQ 6tarkYille 

and Oktibbeha County:
7he 6tarkYille Sost office at ��� 7a\lor 6t� is a fXll-ser-

vice facility open 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Final collection time Monday through Friday is 5:30 
S�P�� aQG fiQal collectioQ tiPe oQ 6atXrGa\ is � S�P� 7o coQ-
tact the EraQch� call ����� ���-�����

7here is aQother fXll-serYice Sost office locateG oQ the 
Mississippi State University campus at 414 Lee Blvd. Hours 
are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. Final collection 
tiPe oQ weekGa\s is � S�P�� aQG fiQal collectioQ tiPe oQ 6at-
XrGa\ is �� a�P� 7o coQtact the EraQch� call ����� ���-�����

,Q 2ktiEEeha CoXQt\� fXll-serYice Sost offices e[ist iQ 
0aEeQ aQG 6tXrJis� 7he 0aEeQ Sost office� locateG at ��� 
:ater 6t�� is oSeQ ���� a�P� to QooQ aQG � S�P� to ���� S�P� 
Monday through Friday and 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. on Satur-
day. Final collection times are 2:30 p.m. on weekdays and 
���� a�P� oQ 6atXrGa\s� 7o coQtact the EraQch� call ����� 
���-����� 7he 6tXrJis Sost office� locateG at ���� +w\� �� 
W., is open 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. and noon to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Final collection times are 4 p.m. on weekdays 
aQG � a�P� oQ 6atXrGa\s� 7o coQtact the EraQch� call ����� 
���-�����

Taxes
Personal taxes – State, county and municipal ad valor-

em taxes, except on motor vehicles, must be paid by Feb. 1 
each year. County and city tax millage rates are set prior to 
Sept. 15 each year and go into effect Oct. 1.

For car tags, tax millage goes into effect Oct. 1.

Where to pay taxes – Taxes should be paid at the tax 
collector’s office iQ the 2ktiEEeha CoXQt\ CoXrthoXse� )or 
Pore iQforPatioQ� coQtact the coXQt\ ta[ collector at ����� 
���-�����

State income tax is payable to the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Revenue in early April. Visit www.dor.ms.gov for 
more information on state tax information. Some payments 
may be made online.

Homestead exemption – Persons moving into Oktib-
beha County must have their house purchased by Dec. 31 
aQG GeeG recorGeG with the chaQcer\ clerk E\ JaQ� � to file 
for homestead exemption that same year. The applicant must 
have been living in the home on Jan. 1 of the year for which 
he or she is filiQJ� +oPesteaG e[ePStioQs Pa\ Ee fileG at the 
Oktibbeha County Courthouse, 101 E. Main St.

A SersoQ filiQJ for hoPesteaG e[ePStioQ for the first 
time should present the warranty deed for the property, their 
2ktiEEeha CoXQt\ aXtoPoEile taJ QXPEer�s�� at least oQe 
forP of iGeQtificatioQ� social secXrit\ QXPEer�s�� the SXr-
chase price and down payment amount of the home, and the 
hoXse GeeG� )or aQ\oQe filiQJ EecaXse of a GisaEilit\� the\ 
must present the original award letter stating they are 100%  
disabled and the date he/she became disabled.

For more information, contact the Oktibbeha County 
ta[ assessor at ����� ���-���� or the hoPesteaG e[ePStioQ 
office at ����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ�  

Voter registration
In order to vote in Mississippi a person must reside in 

the state and be 18 years old on or before Election Day. A 
SersoQ PXst Ee reJistereG with the circXit clerk’s office at 
least 30 days prior in order to vote in local, state and national 
elections. 

For more information, contact Oktibbeha County Cir-
cXit Clerk 7oQ\ 5ook at ����� ���-����� 7he circXit clerk’s 
office is locateG iQ the 2ktiEEeha CoXQt\ CoXrthoXse AQQe[� 
108 W. Main St., in downtown Starkville.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Refuse collection
City – A monthly fee of $21 is added to residents’ utility 

bills for the regular service. Trash is collected twice a week, on 
either Monday/Thursday or Tuesday/Friday, depending on a 
resident’s location within the city limits. For more informa-
tion, call the Sanitation and Environmental Services Depart-
PeQt at ����� ���-����� 

County – Golden Triangle Solid Waste Services collects 
garbage for residents of Oktibbeha County. Residents are 
billed $13 a month for service through the Golden Triangle 
Planning and Development Unit. For information about 
Sick-XS Ga\s for \oXr area� call ����� ���-����� 7o estaElish 
service contact the Golden Triangle Planning and Develop-
PeQt 2ffice at ����� ���-����� 

Electricity
City – To establish service within the city limits, res-

iGeQts shoXlG EriQJ a forP of iGeQtificatioQ aQG a coS\ of 
their lease agreement or house deed to the Starkville Utilities 
Department at 200 N. Lafayette St. The deposit to establish 
electricity is $150. Visit www.starkvilleutilities.com or call 
����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ� 

County – Newcomers who live outside the city limits 
must apply for membership with 4-County Electric Power As-
sociation. Applications may be retrieved from www.4county.
org/residential-apply-for-service/. The application for service 
may be completed online; downloaded and mailed to P.O. 
Bo[ ���� ColXPEXs� 06 ������ or GowQloaGeG� scaQQeG� 
and emailed to support@4county.org. Before sending your 
coPSleteG aSSlicatioQ� coQtact �-CoXQt\ at ����� ���-���� 

UTILITIES
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for important information needed to complete the applica-
tion. 

A $25 membership fee and a $25 connection fee are 
required for residential connection. An additional deposit, 
based on a credit check, may be required. Same day service 
may be available if all applicable fees and documentation are 
received by 4-County by 3:30 p.m.

For more information, contact 4-County Electric Power 
AssociatioQ’s cXstoPer call ceQter at ����� ���-���� 0oQ-
day through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 4-County’s Columbus 
office is locateG at ���� 6� )roQtaJe 5oaG�

Gas
Atmos Energy is the primary gas service provider in the 

Golden Triangle. 

)or Pore iQforPatioQ� coQtact AtPos (QerJ\ at ����� 
���-����� or Yisit the coPSaQ\’s weEsite� www�atPoseQerJ\�
com.

Water
City – Residents may set up both electric and water ser-

vices at the Starkville Utilities Department, 200 N. Lafayette 
St. The deposit to establish electric and water is $185, plus a 
$25 connection fee.  Visit www.starkvilleutilities.com or call 
����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ� 

County – Rural water users will need to establish service 
with one of the county’s water associations. Deposit amounts 
may vary based on an association’s rates. Hooking up a new 
meter will cost more than simply connecting service. 

Churches
More than 150 churches exist in Starkville and Oktib-

beha County, representing numerous Protestant denomina-
tions, at least one Catholic church and one Mosque. 

Education
General information – Notice of registration dates 

and times for the upcoming school year are published during 
the summer by area schools. Kindergarten is available to all 
students in the city and county at both public and private 

institutions. Students entering kindergarten must be 5 years 
olG oQ or Eefore 6eSt� � to eQroll� A Eirth certificate aQG 
record of immunization are required for registration. Contact 
the school district or school for more information.

The Starkville-Oktibbeha Consolidated School District 
�62C6'� serYes the eQtire 2ktiEEeha CoXQt\ area with 
four elementary schools, one middle school, one junior high 
school, one high school, and a career and technology center. 
The Learning Center, also part of SOCSD, provides an alter-
native school for grades 5-12, an acceleration program and 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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a GED program. Emerson Preschool, a 
fee-based childcare/pre-school program 
is also part of the district. To contact 
the district, visit 401 Greensboro St. or 
call ����� ���-�����

Homeschools – There are three 
active homeschool groups in the area.

• Starkville Christian Home Edu-
cators. For more information visit www.
homeschool-life.com.

• Starkville Open Homeschool. For 
more information visit the Starkville 
Open Homeschool Facebook group.

• Wild and Free, Starkville, MS. 
For more information visit www.bewil-
dandfree.org.

Private schools – There are two 
private schools in the county serving 
grades K-12:

• Starkville Academy, 505 Acad-
emy Road. For more information call 
����� ���-�����

• Starkville Christian School, 303 
Lynn Lane. For more information call 
����� ���-�����

Colleges – Mississippi State Uni-
versity, located in Starkville, has more 
than 20,000 undergraduate students. It 

is one of the state’s largest universities. 
7he caPSXs has its owQ Sost office aQG 
ZIP code and provides many opportuni-
ties for cultural, intellectual and recre-
atioQal actiYities� Call 068’s 2ffice of 
8QiYersit\ 5elatioQs at ����� ���-���� 
for more information.

Other colleges in the area include:
• East Mississippi Community 

College, Golden Triangle Campus, 
located just 10 miles from Starkville 
in Mayhew. To reach the school, call 
����� ���-�����

• Mississippi University for Wom-
en is located 23 miles east of Starkville 
in Columbus. To reach the school, call 
����� ���-�����

Libraries
The Starkville Public Library

serves as the main branch of the 
Starkville-Oktibbeha County Public 
Library System. The library, located at 
326 University Drive, is open Mon-
day-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. To contact the Starkville Public 
/iErar\� call ����� ���-���� or ePail 

starkvillelibrary@gmail.com.
The Maben Public Library is 

open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
and noon to 4:30 p.m. To contact the 
EraQch� call ����� ���-�����

The Sturgis Public Library is 
open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. To contact the 
EraQch� call ����� ���-����� 

All branch libraries offer a chil-
dren’s story time. To receive a library 
card from your local branch, patrons 
must present proof of their local 
address. A parent or guardian must 
accoPSaQ\ SatroQs �-�� \ears olG� /i-
brary cards are free for county residents. 
If you live outside Oktibbeha County, 
the fee is $10.

Media
The Starkville Dispatch: Call 

����� ���-���� for sXEscriStioQ iQfor-
PatioQ� PriQteG fiYe Ga\s a week� 7Xes-
day through Saturday. Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Visit www.cdispatch.com for news 
and more information.

S t a r k v i l l e / O k t i b b e h a  C o u n t y

Daniel Hall holds Nox the spectacled owl at the Starkville Public Library.
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International Fiesta: 7his festiYal� helG the first 6atXr-
day of April each year, celebrates the diverse mix of cultures 
represented in the community. The festival features food, 
music and dancing. The event is sponsored by the Holmes 
Cultural Diversity Center at Mississippi State and is open to 
the SXElic� Call ����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ�

Cotton District Arts Festival: This free festival is 
always held the same weekend in April as MSU’s Super 
Bulldog Weekend. The Cotton District Arts Festival, put on 
by the Starkville Area Arts Council, features live music and 
arts aQG craft YeQGors� CoQtact the arts coXQcil at ����� ���-
3080 for more information.

ANNUAL EVENTS

S t a r k v i l l e / O k t i b b e h a  C o u n t y

Starkville Daily News: Call ����� ���-���� for 
subscription information. Printed six days a week. The 
Qews office is locateG at ��� (� /aPSkiQ 6t� BXsiQess hoXrs 
are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Visit www.
starkvilledailynews.com for news and more information.

Television stations serving the area are WOBV, Channel 
5, an independent station licensed to Starkville; WCBI of Co-
lXPEXs� ChaQQel � �CB6� )2; aQG 0\1etwork79 affiliate�� 
:79A of 7XSelo� ChaQQel � �1BC aQG ABC affiliate�� aQG 
:/29 of 7XSelo� ChaQQel �� �C:� affiliate��

Hospital
Oktibbeha County Hospital Regional Medical Center, 

��� +osSital 5oaG� 6tarkYille� ����� ���-����

Airports
• Golden Triangle Regional Airport – 2080 Airport 

5oaG� ColXPEXs� ����� ���-����

• George M. Bryan Airport – 120 Airport Road, 
6tarkYille� ����� ���-����

Accommodations
Bed & breakfasts

Montgomery B & B ² ��� 2lG :est PoiQt 5oaG� 
6tarkYille� ����� ���-����

Cabins, camping
Indian Mound Campground Resort – 833 Frye Road, 

6tarkYille� ����� ���-����
Starkville KOA Holiday – 2661 County Lake Road, 

6tarkYille� ����� ���-����
No Curfew Campground – Maben Road, Sturgis; 

����� ���-����
Starkville Cabin Rentals ² ���� )r\e 5oaG� 6tarkYille� 

����� ���-����



5 0   I N S I G H T  2 0 2 5

Super Bulldog Weekend: Mississippi State University 
hosts this annual spring homecoming. The weekend features 
a lineup of sporting events, including MSU’s spring football 
scrimmage, an SEC baseball game and more. The scrimmage 
game is free, but other events may require a ticket. Contact 
the 068 ticket office at ����� ���-���� for iQforPatioQ�

Souperbowl: This event is a soup tasting contest put 
on by the Greater Starkville Development Partnership. Chefs 
from local restaurants prepare the soup for a chance to win 
a “Best Soup” award. The event takes place in January each 
year in downtown Starkville. Contact the Greater Starkville 
'eYeloSPeQt PartQershiS at ����� ���-���� for Pore iQfor-
mation.

JAZZ in the PARK: In June, Starkville celebrates 
Juneteenth with Jazz music, spoken word and food. For more 
iQforPatioQ coQtact 1ichols CoQsXltiQJ at ����� ���-�����

Unwine: This event, which happens in spring,summer, 
andfall, allows locals to shop in downtown Starkville with 
discounts and wine tasting while they browse. Contact the 
*reater 6tarkYille 'eYeloSPeQt PartQershiS at ����� ���-
3322 for more information.

Starkville Derby: World’s largest charity wiener dog 
race EeQefits 2ktiEEeha CoXQt\ +XPaQe 6ociet\ each 0a\�

.LQJ�CRttRQ�Crawfish�%RLO��Locals compete in this 
crawfish-cookiQJ coQtest to Ee the Eest area crawfish Eoiler� 
The event is held in May each year in Starkville’s Cotton Dis-
trict. For more information, or to sign up, contact the Greater 
6tarkYille 'eYeloSPeQt PartQershiS at ����� ���-�����

Downtown at Sundown: This is a free summer concert 
series held at Fire Station Park and sponsored by the Great-
er Starkville Development Partnership. Concerts take place 
May through August on the third Thursday of each month. 
Contact the Greater Starkville Development Partnership at 
����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ�

Independence Day Celebration: This annual cele-
bration takes place on July 4 each year at Cornerstone Park. 
)estiYities iQclXGe PXsic� fooG YeQGors aQG a fireworks show� 
Contact the Starkville Parks and Recreation Department at 
����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ�

Get Swept Up: This is an annual citywide service day, 
during which residents spend time cleaning up the city. It is 
held each year on the Wednesday before Mississippi State’s 

first hoPe footEall JaPe iQ AXJXst�
“Little Sturgis” Motorcycle Rally: This family-friendly 

event, held the third weekend in August each year, draws mo-
torcyclists from across the country for a bike show. The event 
features games for children and contests. For more informa-
tioQ� coQtact 'oQQie +aQsoQ at ����� ���-�����

New South Weekends: August through November, 
the Greater Starkville Development Partnership puts on 
New South Weekends, featuring a variety of events during 
those four months. Events include Starkville’s Night Market, 
Unwine, Pumpkinpalooza, a citywide tailgate and Starkville’s 
Christmas open house. Contact the Greater Starkville Devel-
oSPeQt PartQershiS at ����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ�

Bulldog Bash: This free event, held each fall, features 
a free outdoor concert at Mississippi State. Bulldog Bash is 
typically held the Friday before an SEC home football game. 
MSU’s Student Association organizes the event.

Pumpkinpalooza: Held at the end of October, this 
weekend-long festival includes trick-or-treating down Main 
Street, a pumpkin patch, pumpkin painting and more. Pump-
kinpalooza is part of the Greater Starkville Development 
Partnership’s New South Weekends. Contact the Greater 
6tarkYille 'eYeloSPeQt PartQershiS at ����� ���-���� for 
more information.

Policeman’s Charity Ball: Each fall the Starkville 
Police Department hosts this semi-formal event, from which 
proceeds are donated to a local organization. Past organiza-
tions have included the Mississippi Special Olympics and the 
T.K. Martin Center for Technology and Disabilities. Contact 
6P' at ����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ�

Starkville Christmas Parade: Kick off your holiday fes-
tivities by joining the Starkville community on Main Street 
for the city’s annual Christmas Parade. The parade is held the 
0oQGa\ after 7haQksJiYiQJ aQG featXres Áoats� PXsic aQG 
walking groups. Contact the Greater Starkville Development 
PartQershiS at ����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ�

Holiday Bazaar: This is an event held at The Mill 
in Starkville on the Wednesday and Thursday following 
Thanksgiving. It includes shopping promotions and arts and 
craft vendors. Contact the Greater Starkville Development 
PartQershiS at ����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ�

Around town
Greensboro Historic District: Starkville’s Greensboro 

Historic District is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Anyone is welcome to drive through the district to 
view some of the 30 Victorian homes on display.

Mississippi Horse Park: This 100-acre facility, at 
869 E. Poorhouse Road in Oktibbeha County, hosts regu-
lar events, including rodeos, motocross, barrel racing and 
liYestock shows� Call the Sark at ����� ���-���� for Pore 
information or to inquire about upcoming events.

Oktibbeha County Heritage Museum: The museum 
hiJhliJhts local artifacts aQG SeoSle that fiQG their stories 
intertwined with that of Oktibbeha County’s. It has both per-
manent and rotating exhibits. Hours are Tuesdays, Wednes-

days and Thursdays 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. or by appointment. Call 
����� ���-���� to scheGXle aQ aSSoiQtPeQt or for Pore 
information.

Starkville Community Theater: The community the-
ater hosts SroGXctioQs \ear-roXQG� Call ����� ���-���� or 
visit www.sct-online.org for more information.

At Mississippi State
Chapel of Memories: Built in the early 1960s from the 

Erick of 2lG 0aiQ 'orPitor\ ² the first EXilGiQJ oQ 0issis-
sippi State’s campus – the chapel was dedicated in 1965. It is 
often the site of weddings and other student gatherings. The 
chapel’s tower features 183 bells, which can be heard across 
campus.

ATTRACTIONS

S t a r k v i l l e / O k t i b b e h a  C o u n t y
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Lee Hall: Named for Stephen D. 
/ee� the first SresiGeQt of 068� /ee 
Hall was built in 1909 as an academic 
and administration building and chapel. 
It has been designated as a Mississippi 
Landmark.

Mitchell Memorial Library: The 
library underwent a multi-million dollar 
renovation, which established a Ulysses 
S. Grant Presidential Library Gallery 
and a Frank and Virginia Williams civil 
war collection. The library houses vol-
umes, including manuscripts, maps and 
four special collections.

Templeton Music Museum: The 
PXseXP� locateG oQ the foXrth Áoor 
of the Mitchell Memorial Library, tells 
a story about the business of music. 
Starkville businessman Charles H. 
Templeton Sr. donated the collection 
to 068 iQ ����� 0XseXP hoXrs are 
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 
S�P� 7o scheGXle a toXr call ����� ���-
6634. 

MAFES Sales Store: The store 
sells many products, including cheese, 
ice cream, jams/jellies and meat that 
are produced on the MSU campus by 

students, faculty and staff. Visit msuch-
eese.com for more information.

MSU Art Gallery: The MSU 

Art Gallery, located in McComas Hall, 
features monthly exhibits by students, 
facXlt\ aQG JXest artists� Call ����� 

Isaiah McBride, 11, winds up to throw a water balloon during a water 
fiJht�at�-�/��.LQJ�3arN�LQ�6tarNYLOOH��
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���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ�

In the area
Pearl River Resort: This resort 

featXres QiJhtl\ liYe eQtertaiQPeQt� fiQe 
restaurants, more than 500 hotel rooms 
and more at two casinos:  The Silver 
Star Hotel and Casino and The Golden 
Moon Hotel and Casino. Located on 
Highway 16 West near Philadelphia. 
Call ����� ���-���� for Pore iQforPa-
tion.

Ole Country Bakery: When you 
visit this traditional Mennonite bakery 
in Brooksville, you’ll fall in love with a 
variety of special treats from pastries to 
Po’boy sandwiches. Hours are Monday 
through Friday 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
6atXrGa\ � a�P� to � S�P� Call ����� 
���-����� 

Local parks
Starkville Sportsplex:  A 

multi-purpose facility that includes four 
\oXth softEall fielGs� foXr aGXlt softEall 
fielGs� seYeQ soccer fielGs� aQG three coQ-
cession stands. The sportsplex is located 
at 405 Lynn Lane.

George Evans Park: The park 
offers basketball courts and playground 

equipment and is located at 610 E. 
Gillespie St. 

J. L. King Senior Memorial 
Park: The park offers two multi-pur-
Sose fielGs� two EasketEall coXrts� two 
tennis courts and a splash pad. It is 
located at 400 N. Long St. 

Josey Park: This community park, 
located on Josey Avenue, offers play-
ground equipment, a concrete court and 
Starkville’s Community Garden. 

McKee Park: The park, located on 
/\QQ /aQe� has si[ \oXth EaseEall fielGs� 
four tennis courts, playground equip-
ment, a musical trail and one basketball 
court. 

Moncrief Park: This Starkville 
park, located on North Jackson Street, 
offers playground equipment, an inline 
hockey court, a pavilion, a public swim-
ming pool and Starkville’s Dog Park. 

Patriots Park: The park has a 
pavilion and playground equipment 
aQG is locateG oQ :hitfielG 6treet iQ 
Starkville.

Cornerstone Park: The park, 
located off Highway 25, has 12 tourna-
PeQt-caliEer EaseEall�softEall fielGs� a 
playground and a walking track.





CLAY COUNTY was organized May 12, 1871. 
The county was created from parts of Chickasaw,  
Lowndes, Monroe as well as Oktibbeha counties and 
originally named Colfax County after Schuyler Col-
fax, vice-president under Ulysses S. Grant. In 1876, 
the Mississippi legislature changed the name to Clay 
County to honor American statesman Henry Clay, 
secretary of state under John Quincy Adams.

WEST POINT holds the Clay County seat, 
though several smaller communities are present — 
including Cedar Bluff, Pheba, Montpelier, Abbott, 
*riffith aQG 6iloaP� 7he 7oPEiJEee 5iYer EorGers 
Clay County to the east and nearby railways and 
major highways offer extensive transportation for 
budding industry. As the northern-most of three 
towns constituting the Golden Triangle and just 50 
miles south of Tupelo, Clay County residents enjoy 
easy access to nearby universities, airports, industries 
and leisure and recreational activities.

Located eight miles north of Highway 82 on 
Highway 45 Alternate, West Point is a small town 
with budding Southern charm. 

As the birthplace of renowned Blues musician 
Howlin’ Wolf — an inductee into both the Blues 
)oXQGatioQ’s +all of )aPe aQG the 5ock aQG 5oll 
Hall of Fame — West Point holds a rich and lively 
cultural scene. Boasting murals throughout the town 
to its aQQXal Prairie Arts )estiYal� it’s a certifieG 0aiQ 
6treet CoPPXQit\ aQG was oQe of the first PePEers 
of the Mississippi Main Street Association. 

Like nearby Columbus, West Point lays claim 

to having Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto come 
close to what is now the modern-day city during an 
expedition in 1541. De Soto brought new breeds of 
horses and hogs with him and in doing so helped 
establish what would become a major part of the local 
economy — swine farming.

2fficiall\ iQcorSorateG iQ ����� :est PoiQt 
boasts a unique and elegant example of antebellum 
architecture — Waverly Mansion. The octagonal 
mansion, built by Col. George Hampton Young, is a 
registered historic landmark and was previously open 
for tours. It has been sold and is undergoing extensive 
renovations.

7he cit\’s GefiQiQJ PoPeQt caPe iQ ���� wheQ 
J.C. Bryan Sr. began selling pork products out of a 
West Point storefront. Although the Bryans sold 
the business to Sara Lee Food and Beverage Corp. 
iQ ����� Br\aQ EraQG fooGs were SroGXceG iQ :est 
Point until March 2007 when Sara Lee shut the plant 
down and laid off more than 1,200 employees.

Under the direction of the Golden Triangle De-
velopment LINK, West Point and Clay County have 
witnessed the expansion of a number of local manu-
facturing businesses, including Navistar, Plum Creek 
(QYiroQPeQtal� (llis 6teel aQG 5o\al 7rXckiQJ�

It is also home to Yokohama Tire and Peco 
Foods plants. It is also home to Mossy Oak, a cam-
oXÁaJe aQG oXtGoor lifest\le coPSaQ\� 2riJis (QerJ\ 
has built one 200-megawatt solar farm in Clay Coun-
ty and is planning another that is under environmen-
tal review. 
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County seat: West Point
Population: The U.S. Census of 2020 es-

timated a county population of 18,636 and a 
city population of 10,105. According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s 2010 census, the population was 
11,307 in the city and 20,634 in the county. The 
U.S. census is conducted every 10 years. In 2023, 
the U.S. Census estimated a city population of 
����� aQG a coXQt\ SoSXlatioQ of ������� 

 Government: City – mayor and board of  
fiYe selectPeQ� CoXQt\ ³ fiYe-PePEer EoarG of 
supervisors

Altitude: 223 feet above sea level
Area: ����� sTXare Piles �cit\�� ��� sTXare 

miles (county)

Assessed valuation: Clay County total – 
������������

Public safety: )irefiJhters ² �� firefiJhters iQ 
the cit\� �� YolXQteer firefiJhters for the coXQt\� 
Police officers ² ��� 6heriff’s GeSXties ² ��

Climate: On average, January is the cool-
est month and July is the warmest. January daily 
average temperatures: high of 54 degrees, low of 36 
GeJrees� JXl\ Gail\ aYeraJe tePSeratXres� hiJh of �� 
degrees, low of 72 degrees.

Major highways running through the coun-
ty:  8�6� �� AlterQate� +iJhwa\ ��

THE FACTS



5oG BoEo
Mayor

CITY OFFICIALS
$ PDyor DQG boDrG of fiYe VeOeFtPeQ goYerQ :eVt PoLQt. 7he PDyor LV eOeFteG eYery four yeDrV by D PDMorLty Yote 
froP FLty FLtL]eQV. 7he fiYe VeOeFtPeQ Dre eOeFteG bDVeG oQ YoterV LQ SreGeterPLQeG ZDrGV of the FLty. 7he FurreQt 
PDyor DQG VeOeFtPeQ Zere eOeFteG LQ ����. 7heLr terPV ZLOO e[SLre LQ ����. 7he boDrG PeetV Dt ���� S.P. oQ 
the VeFoQG 7ueVGDy of eDFh PoQth DQG PeetLQgV Dre oSeQ to the SubOLF. &Lty +DOO LV OoFDteG Dt ��� &oPPerFe 
St. +ourV Dre � D.P. to � S.P.� 0oQGDy through )rLGDy. )or Pore LQforPDtLoQ� FDOO ����� ��������.

0DSV of the FLty DQG FouQty Dre DYDLODbOe Dt the FhDQFery FOerN·V offiFe.

COUNTY OFFICIALS
7he reVSoQVLbLOLty for DGPLQLVterLQg the GutLeV of FouQty goYerQPeQt fDOOV to the &ODy &ouQty BoDrG of SuSerYLVorV. 7he FouQty 
LV GLYLGeG LQto fiYe GLVtrLFtV� eDFh oYerVeeQ by DQ eOeFteG FouQty VuSerYLVor. SuSerYLVorV VerYe four�yeDr terPV. 7he FurreQt boDrG of 
VuSerYLVorV Zere eOeFteG LQ ���� DQG theLr terPV ZLOO e[SLre LQ ����. BoDrG PeetLQgV Dre oSeQ to the SubOLF DQG heOG Dt the &ODy 
&ouQty &ourthouVe� OoFDteG Dt ��� &ourt St.� the firVt 0oQGDy� firVt 7hurVGDy DQG the fourth 7hurVGDy of eDFh PoQth Dt � D.P. 7he 
boDrG PDy FhooVe to Vet DGGLtLoQDO QLghtOy PeetLQgV. )or Pore LQforPDtLoQ FDOO ����� ��������.

Mayor
Rod Bobo
����� ���-���� �offiFe�
rbobo@wpnet.org

Board of selectmen/
women
:DrG �
Terell Harris
(662) 275-3666
terellharris@wpnet.org

:DrG �
William Binder
����� ���-����
wbinder@wpnet.org

:DrG �
Ken Poole
����� ���-����
kenpoole7@comcast.net

:DrG �
Keith McBrayer 
����� ���-����
mcbrayer@wpms.net

:DrG �
Cole Bryan
����� ���-����
cole@dreamcenterms.org

Interim Chief of Police
Michael Edwards
����� ���-���� 

Fire Chief
Ken Wilbourne
����� ���-����
kwilbourne@wpnet.org

City Attorney
Orlando Richmond, Sr.
����� ���-����

City Judges
Bennie L. Jones, Jr.
����� ���-����

Mark Cliett
����� ���-����

City Prosecutor
Robin Brown
662-854-1240 �ZorN�

Board of Supervisors
'LVtrLFt �
Lynn “Don” Horton
����� ���-���� �bDrQ�
����� ���-���� �offiFe�
����� ���-���� �hoPe�
����� ���-���� �FeOO�
lhorton@claycounty.ms.gov

'LVtrLFt �
Daryl Thomas
����� ���-���� �bDrQ�
����� ���-���� �offiFe�
����� ���-���� �FeOO�
dthomas@claycounty.ms.gov

'LVtrLFt �
R.B. Davis, �boDrG SreVLGeQt� 
���� ���-���� �bDrQ�
����� ���-���� �offiFe�
����� ���-���� �hoPe�
����� ���-���� �FeOO�
rbdavis@claycounty.ms.gov

'LVtrLFt �
Melvin Raines
����� ���-���� �bDrQ�
����� ���-���� �offiFe�
����� ���-���� �FeOO�

'LVtrLFt �
Joe D. Chandler
����� ���-���� �bDrQ�
����� ���-���� �offiFe�
����� ���-���� �FeOO�
jchandler@claycounty.ms.gov

Board Secretary
Ann Wilkerson
����� ���-����
ncude@claycounty.ms.gov

Sheriff
Eddie Scott
Clay County Sheriff’s 
Department
����� ���-����

Board Attorney
Angela Turner-Ford
angela@bturnerlaw.com

Justice Court Judges
Thomas Hampton and 
Chris McBrayer
����� ���-����

Constables
'LVtrLFt �
Sherman Ivy 

'LVtrLFt �
Albert Lee

Chancery Clerk
LeFrance H. Boyd
����� ���-����
lboyd@claycounty.ms.gov

Circuit Clerk
Kim Brown Hood
����� ���-����
khood@claycounty.ms.gov

Tax Assessor and 
Collector 
Porsha Lee
����� ���-���� 
����� ���-����
plee@claycounty.ms.gov

Coroner
Alvin Carter
����� ���-����

County Prosecutor
Robin Brown 
����� ���-����
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All emergency services in the county may be reached by 
dialing 911.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Permits, licenses
Building permits – Building permits may be obtained 

at the EXilGiQJ iQsSector’s office at ��� :ashiQJtoQ 6t� Call 
����� ���-�����

Privilege licenses – Privilege licenses, or business per-
mits, may be obtained at city hall:  580 Commerce St. Call 
����� ���-�����

Postal service
:est PoiQt has a fXll serYice Sost office at ��� CoP-

Perce 6t� 5etail hoXrs are 0oQGa\ throXJh )riGa\ ���� a�P� 
to ���� S�P� aQG 6atXrGa\ � a�P� to �� a�P� 7he last SickXS 
of the day is 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and 3 p.m. 
oQ 6atXrGa\� Call ����� ���-�����

6taPSs Pa\ Ee SXrchaseG at :alPart locateG at ���� 
Highway 45 Alt. S.

Cedar Bluff and Pheba each have a full service post 
office� 5etail hoXrs are 0oQGa\ throXJh )riGa\ ���� a�P� to 
11:30 a.m.

����� +iJhwa\ ��� CeGar BlXff� ����� ���-����
��� 1� Beasle\ 5oaG� PheEa� ����� ���-����

Taxes
Personal taxes – State, county and municipal ad valor-

em taxes, except on motor vehicles, must be paid by Feb. 1 
each year, as they become delinquent thereafter. According to 
statute, county and city tax millage rates are set by the board 
of supervisors and must be determined by Sept. 15 each year. 
For more information contact Delores Doss, West Point’s 
city clerk, at city hall or via email at ddoss@wpnet.org.

Where to pay taxes – Municipal and city ad valorem 
taxes are to be paid at West Point City Hall:  580 Commerce 
6t�� ����� ���-����� CoXQt\ ta[es aQG state aG YaloreP ta[es 
are payable at the Clay County Courthouse:  365 Court St., 

����� ���-�����
State income tax is payable to the Mississippi Depart-

PeQt of 5eYeQXe iQ earl\ ASril� 9isit www�Gor�Ps�JoY for 
more information on state tax information. Some payments 
may be made online.

Homestead exemption – City and county applications 
for hoPesteaG e[ePStioQ oQ SroSert\ shoXlG Ee fileG each 
\ear Qo later thaQ ASril � at the coXQt\ ta[ office� ��� CoXrt 
6t� iQ :est PoiQt� A SersoQ filiQJ for hoPesteaG e[ePStioQ 
for the first tiPe shoXlG SreseQt the warraQt\ GeeG for the 
property, their Clay County automobile tag number(s), at 
least oQe forP of iGeQtificatioQ� social secXrit\ QXPEer�s�� the 
purchase price and down payment amount of the home, and 
the hoXse GeeG� )or aQ\oQe filiQJ EecaXse of a GisaEilit\� the\ 
must present the original award letter stating they are 100% 
disabled and the date he/she became disabled.

Any applicant must have been living in the home on Jan. 
� of the \ear for which he or she is filiQJ� 7he hoPe PXst 
have been purchased by Dec. 31 of the previous year and 
recorded no later than Jan. 7.

For more information, contact Clay County Tax Asses-
sor Porsha /ee at ����� ���-�����

Voter registration
In order to vote in Mississippi, a person must be a citi-

zen of the United States, reside in the state, and be 18 years 
of age on or before the election date. To register, visit the 
CircXit Clerk’s office iQ the Cla\ CoXQt\ CoXrthoXse� locateG 
at  365 Court St., West Point. A person must be registered 
at least 30 days prior to vote in municipal, county, state and 
national elections. 

For more information, contact Clay County Circuit 
Clerk’s office at ����� ���-�����

          W e s t  P O i n t / C l a y  C o u n t y

UTILITIES
Refuse collection

City – Within the city limits, garbage is collected 
weekly. The monthly fee for residents is $15.50. West Point 
also has a city recycling program. For more information on 
city refuse collection call Public Works Director Chris Cox at 
����� ���-����� 

County – The Clay County Board of Supervisors is in 
charge of the county’s garbage collection services. Trash is 
collected weekly by district. The monthly fee is $13. For in-
formation on the schedule for your area, contact your county 
sXSerYisor� *olGeQ 7riaQJle P'' for EilliQJ ����� ���-�����

The White Goods Collection site may be used by Clay 
County residents to dispose of mattresses, appliances and 
other household items. However, no household garbage is 
allowed to be disposed of at the site. The site is located on 
+iJhwa\ �� Qear /ake *roYe 5oaG aQG is oSeQ :eGQesGa\� 
Friday and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Electricity
City – Within the city limits, newcomers, whether 

reQtiQJ or owQiQJ� PXst SreseQt two forPs of iGeQtificatioQ 
to the West Point Water and Light Department’s administra-
tiYe office at ��� BroaG 6t� to estaElish serYices� 2Qe forP of 
iGeQtificatioQ PXst iQclXGe a receQt Shoto� AcceStaEle secoQG 
forPs of iGeQtificatioQ iQclXGe social secXrit\ carGs� SassSorts� 
Yoter reJistratioQ carGs� aQG Eirth certificates�

Deposits will vary for renters and homeowners, accord-
iQJ to XsaJe� 5eQters PXst SreseQt a lease aJreePeQt� )or 
further information on billing and services, contact the West 
PoiQt :ater aQG /iJht 'eSartPeQt at ����� ���-�����

County –Those moving to Clay County will have to 
apply for membership with 4-County Electric Power Associ-
ation. Applications may be retrieved from www.4county.org/
residential-apply-for-service/. The application for service may 
Ee coPSleteG oQliQe� GowQloaGeG aQG PaileG to P�2� Bo[ 
���� ColXPEXs� 06 ������ or GowQloaGeG� scaQQeG� aQG 
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emailed to support@4county.org. Before sending your com-
pleted application, contact 4-County at (800) 431-1544 for 
important information needed to complete the application.

A $25 membership fee and a $25 connection fee are 
required for residential connection. An additional deposit, 
based on a credit check, may be required. Same day service 
may be available if all applicable fees and documentation are 
received by 4-County by 3:30 p.m.

For more information, contact 4-County Electric Power 
Association’s customer call center at (800) 431-1544 Mon-
day through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 4-County has two of-
fice locatioQs�  ���� 6� )roQtaJe 5oaG� ColXPEXs� 06 ����� 
aQG ���� +iJhwa\ �� 6�� 6tarkYille� 06 ������

Gas
Atmos Energy is the primary gas service provider in the 

Golden Triangle. 

For more information, contact Atmos Energy at (888) 
286-6700, or visit the company’s website:  www.atmosener-
gy.com. 

Water
County – The West Point Water and Light Department 

handles water service to the majority of county residents. For 
a few hundred residents not under city authority, the Golden 
Triangle Water Association provides water services.

5Xral resiGeQts settiQJ XS serYice with *olGeQ 7riaQJle 
Water Association must present their driver’s license, proof 
of residency, and rent or lease agreement (if applicable) to 
the associatioQ’s office at ��� 0a\hew 5oaG� 0a\hew� 7he 
deposit for service is  $150  for homeowners and $250 for 
renters. Although, the fees may change after the publication 
of this information. For more information contact the Golden 
Triangle Water Association at (662) 327-3008.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Churches

West Point is home to more than 70 churches, ranging 
in denomination from Baptist to Catholic to Methodist as 
well as Presbyterian and many more.

Education
General information ² 5eJistratioQ is helG each sXP-

mer for the year’s fall term. Notice of registration is published 
prior to that time. Contact schools directly for exact registra-
tion dates.

Kindergarten in West Point is available to all students in 
both public and private schools. Those entering kindergarten 
PXst Ee � \ears of aJe oQ or Eefore 6eSt� �� A Eirth certifi-
cate, a Social Security card and a record of immunization are 
required for registration.

Public schools – The West Point Consolidated School 
District serves Clay County. There are four elementary 
schools, one middle school, one high school and a career and 
technology center. The West Point Learning Center (grades 
5-12) provides alternative education. The district’s superin-
tendent is Mr. Jermaine Taylor. To contact the school dis-
trict� call ����� ���-���� or Yisit ��� CoPPerce 6t�� :est 
Point. Website: www.westpoint.k12.ms.us

Parochial schools – Hebron Christian School 
�Sre-.-���� ���� +eQr\Yille 5oaG� PheEa� ����� ���-����� 
www.hebronchristianschool.com

Private schools – Oak Hill Academy (pre-K-12): 1682 
1� (shPaQ AYe�� :est PoiQt� ����� ���-����� www�oakhil-
lacademy.net

Colleges
• East Mississippi Community College, Golden Triangle 

Campus, is located 10 miles south of West Point.
• Mississippi University for Women is 21 miles east in 

Columbus.
• Mississippi State University is 18 miles southwest in 

Starkville.

Library
The Bryan Public Library is located at 436 Commerce 

St. The library serves as the headquarters for the Tombigbee 
5eJioQal /iErar\ 6\steP� which eQcoPSasses three coXQties 
in Northeast Mississippi and includes eight branches.

Special services provided by Bryan Public Library in-
clude an adult literacy program, an inter-library loan service, 
summer reading programs for youth, and a children’s story 
time year-round.

The library’s hours are Monday-Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call the library at (662) 
���-���� for Pore iQforPatioQ� 

Media
The Commercial Dispatch: ��� 0aiQ 6t�� ColXPEXs� 

Business hours are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Call (662) 328-2424 for subscription information. Printed 
Tuesday through Saturday.

The Daily Times Leader: 304 East Lampkin St., 
6tarkYille� BXsiQess hoXrs are � a�P� to � S�P� 0oQGa\ 
through Friday. Call (662) 323-1642 for subscription infor-
mation. Printed Wednesday and Saturday. 

7eleYisioQ statioQs serYiQJ the area iQclXGe :/29 
�C:� affiliate� of 7XSelo� :CB, �CB6� )o[ aQG 0\1et-
work79 affiliate� of ColXPEXs� aQG :79A �1BC aQG ABC 
affiliate� of 7XSelo�

Hospital
North Mississippi Medical Center–West Point is located 

at ��� 0eGical CeQter 'riYe� ����� ���-����

Airports
McCharen Field, local airport with the capabilities to 

support corporate jet aircrafts and small private and sport 
planes.

*olGeQ 7riaQJle 5eJioQal AirSort� the thirG larJest air-
port in the state, is just a 15-minute drive from West Point. 
7his coPPercial airSort offers eastEoXQG 'elta ÁiJhts aQG 

W e s t  P O i n t / C l a y  C o u n t y
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Prairie Arts Festival: The Saturday before Labor Day 
each year, more than 300 area artists, craftsmen, and vendors 
participate in the Prairie Arts Festival, held in West Point’s 
historic downtown. Admission is free. A 5K run is held in 
coQMXQctioQ with the festiYal� aQG liYe PXsic fills the streets 
for what has been called “one of the top 10 events in the 
South” by the Southeast Tourism Society. For more informa-
tion on this year’s event visit prairieartsfestival.org.

Black Prairie Blues Festival: Formerly the “Howlin’ 
Wolf Blues Festival,” the Black Prairie Blues Festival is held 
each year on the Friday before the Prairie Arts Festival. This 
event honors blues legend Howlin’ Wolf, a West Point na-
tive, and other musicians who have contributed to the area’s 
renowned music and cultural scenes.

West Point Farmers Market: Each year from June 2 
through July 28 local farmers, craftsmen and bakers sell pro-

duce and other handmade goods at the Mossy Oak Pavilion 
in West Point. The farmers market is held on Thursdays 
from 4 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Makin’ Hay Day: This traditional fall farmers market 
is helG each \ear oQ the first or secoQG 6atXrGa\ of 2ctoEer 
and features live music, a hay ride, pumpkin vendors and fall 
activities for the whole family. 

Boo Parade:  Costumes and candy for kids and fun for 
the whole family. Always on Halloween.

Christmas Parade: Usually held in early December, the 
parade runs through historic downtown West Point. Par-
ticiSatiQJ Áoats haYe the oSSortXQit\ to Ee MXGJeG for cash 
prizes. 

For more information on events in the West Point area, 
coQtact the :est PoiQt *rowth AlliaQce at ����� ���-���� 
or email info@westpointms.org. 

ANNUAL EVENTS

westEoXQG APericaQ AirliQes ÁiJhts�

Accommodations
Camping, cabins

Bryan Lodge ² ���� 2lG 9iQtoQ 5oaG� :est PoiQt� 
����� ���-����

Town Creek Campground ² ����� :ithersSooQ 
5oaG� :est PoiQt� ����� ���-����

The Oaks RV Park ² ��� BartoQ )err\ 5oaG� :est 
PoiQt� ����� ���-����

Pine Acres RV Park ² ���� 2lG 9iQtoQ 5oaG� :est 
PoiQt� ����� ���-����

Sallee Manor ² ����� (� 0aiQ 6t�� :est PoiQt� ����� 
���-����
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Howlin’ Wolf Blues Museum:  57  E. Westbrook St., 
����� ���-����� 7he +owliQ’ :olf BlXes 0XseXP featXres 
memorabilia and information honoring Howlin’ Wolf and 
the PaQ\ other PXsiciaQs froP the Black Prairie 5eJioQ� 
Hours: By appointment only. 

Sam Wilhite Transportation Museum: 5 Depot Drive 
����� ���-����� 7he 6aP :ilhite 7raQsSortatioQ 0XseXP 
features exhibits about the important transportation system 
in the West Point area, offering an authentic look back in 
time tracing the vision and progress of forefathers over a 200 
year period.

Waverly Plantation Mansion: 1852 Waverly Mansion 
5oaG� ����� ���-����� :aYerl\ 0aQsioQ is a reQoYateG 
antebellum home with unique architecture, including an oc-
tagonal shaped cupola and self-supporting curved stairways, 
which has been renovated. It has been sold and is undergoing 
extensive renovations. 

West Point-Clay County Arts Council: P.O. Box 105, 
����� ���-����

Old Waverly: Named “Mississippi’s #1 Golf Course” 
and one of “America’s Top 100 Courses,” 1 Magnolia Drive, 
����� ���-����

Mossy Oak Golf Course:  1 Mossy Oak Drive, (662) 
524-1000

Prairie Wildlife Preserve: Provides outdoor and wild-
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Students visited the Black Prairie Blues Museum in 
West Point for art and music projects.
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life experiences on a nearly 6,000-acre 
property in the heart of Mississippi’s 
black belt region. Guests can enjoy quail 
hunting, white-tailed deer hunting, 
rabbit and dove hunting, bird watching 
and horseback riding. 4225-B. Bryan 
'riYe� ����� ���-����

West Point Country Club: 1145 
Lakeshore Drive, West Point, (662) 
���-����

West Point Hall of Fame Mu-
seum: Located at 580 Commerce St. 
(upstairs in city hall)

Local parks
Town Creek Recreation Area:

Offers 100 campsites, is equipped for 
recreational vehicles, and has a wash-
room facility. The campground area has 
a multi-use shelter, a bike trail, hiking 
trails, two children’s play lots and two 
multi-use play courts.

Sally Kate Winters Memorial 
Park: Located at 731 E. Broad St., this 
park features fountains, an old-fash-
ioned bandstand for special events, a 
playground for children, a gazebo, and 
an “Arbor of Memories,” made with 
bricks purchased in memory of loved 
ones.

Jesse Harmon Sports Complex:
/ocateG at ��� 0ac Co[ 5oaG� featXres 
a splash pad, and is home to baseball 
aQG soccer fielGs�

Marshall Park: Located at 120 
Wood St., this park offers a disc golf 
course, a half-mile walking path, tennis 
courts, picnic areas, covered verandas, a 
skateboarding park and a playground. 

Zuber Park: Located at 6470 
Highway 45 Alt., this park offers tennis 
courts, basketball courts and walking 
paths. 

Kid Town: Located at 283 East 
St., this park offers a playground in 
the center of historic downtown and is 
designed for young children. It offers 
ideal spaces to host birthday parties and 
picnics. 

Kitty Bryan Dill Memorial 
Parkway: Located at 186 E. Westbrook 
St., features a 3.75-mile recreational 
walkway running through town. The 
pathway replaced railroad tracks that 
formerly ran through the city and is 
iQforPall\ kQowQ as the ´5ails to 7rails 
Parkway.”

Other area parks include:
• Sportsman Park, 120 Fifth St.
• Half Mile Park, 287 W. Half 

Mile St.
• Progress Street Park, 275 Prog-

ress St.
� :est PoiQt 5ecreatioQ CeQter� 

��� :ooG 6t�
� Br\aQ 5eaGiQJ Park� ��� CoP-

merce St.

Ja’Meisha Gibson and her dog Summer D’yor attend Prairie Arts Festival in West Point.
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NOXUBEE COUNTY was one of 26 counties 
in Mississippi resulting from Indian cession east 
of the Mississippi River. On Sept. 27, 1830, the 
United States entered into a treaty, known as the 
Dancing Rabbit Creek Treaty, with the Choctaw 
Indians. The tribe signed the treaty on what is 
now Noxubee County land. The treaty, through 
which Choctaws surrendered land to white settlers, 
was the first rePoYal treat\ fileG XQGer the ,QGi-
an Removal Act of 1830. In December 1833, the 
State Legislature authorized Noxubee as a county.

Today, Noxubee County’s three largest com-
munities – Macon, Brooksville and Shuqualak – sit 
along U.S. Highway 45, which runs north and 
south through the county. 

In the largely rural area, MACON serves as 
the county seat and the center of community life. 
Macon was founded on Feb. 9, 1833, as “Talade-
ga.” The town’s name was changed to Macon – for 
Nathaniel Macon, a North Carolina congressman 
and U.S. speaker of the house – on Aug. 10, 1835. 

The Andrew Jackson Military Road crossed 

the Noxubee River, which runs near the present 
town, just west of Macon.

Much of life in Macon revolves around the 
laQG� froP cattle Jra]iQJ to catfish farPiQJ�

The Mennonite congregations spread across 
Noxubee represent a substantial part of its popu-
lation and economy. Though they interact freely 
with the community, Mennonites maintain a 
separate and distinct culture. Social life revolves 
around church; children attend church-run 
schools. 

Mennonite farmers tend large tracts of cot-
toQ� corQ aQG so\EeaQs� Catfish farPiQJ is aQother 
agricultural mainstay.

A new lumber mill, owned by North Caroli-
na-based Huber Engineered Woods, will be con-
structed on 551 acres north of Shuqualak. The 
$418 million project will create 158 jobs and is 
expected to be up and running by early 2026.

Freddie Poindexter was elected as Macon’s 
first Black Pa\or iQ a JXQe ���� rXQoff� 

Welcome to



County: Noxubee
County seat: Macon
Population:  The U.S. Census of 2020 esti-

mated a county population of 10,285 and a city 
population of 2,582. According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s 2010 census, the population was 2,768 in 
the city and 11,545 in the county. The U.S. census 
is conducted every 10 years. In 2023, the U.S. 
Census estimated a city population of 2,455 and a 
county population of 9,914. 

Government: Cit\ ² Pa\or aQG EoarG of fiYe 
alGerPeQ� CoXQt\ ² fiYe-PePEer EoarG of sXSerYi-
sors

Altitude: 197 feet above sea level
Area: 3.85 square miles (city); 700 square 

miles (county)
Assessed Valuation: $84,396,030 
Public safety: )irefiJhters ² ��� Police officers 

– 11; Sheriff deputies – 9
Climate: On average, January is the cool-

est month and July is the warmest. January daily 
average temperatures: high of 54 degrees, low of 37 
degrees; July daily average temperatures: high of 91 
degrees, low of 71 degrees.

Major highways: U.S. Highway 45

THE FACTS
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Freddie Poindexter
Mayor

CITY OFFICIALS
A mayor and board of aldermen govern Macon. The mayor and aldermen are elected every four years. Current 
FLty offiFLDOV Zere eOeFteG LQ ����. 7heLr terPV ZLOO e[SLre LQ ����. )our of the fiYe DOGerPeQ Dre eOeFteG bDVeG 
oQ YoteV LQ SreGeterPLQeG ZDrGV of the FLty� ZhLOe the DOGerPDQ�Dt�ODrge LV eOeFteG bDVeG oQ YoteV froP reVLGeQtV 
throughout the FLty. &Lty +DOO·V hourV Dre � D.P. to ���� S.P.� 0oQGDy through )rLGDy DQG PDy be reDFheG 
by FDOOLQg ����� ��������. $OGerPeQ Peet the firVt DQG VeFoQG 7ueVGDyV of eDFh PoQth Dt ���� S.P. LQ FLty 
hDOO ² ��� (. PuODVNL St.� 0DFoQ. 0eetLQgV Dre oSeQ to the SubOLF.

COUNTY OFFICIALS
7he reVSoQVLbLOLty for DGPLQLVterLQg the GutLeV of FouQty goYerQPeQt fDOOV to the 1o[ubee &ouQty BoDrG of SuSerYLVorV.
7he FouQty LV GLYLGeG LQto fiYe GLVtrLFtV� eDFh oYerVeeQ by DQ eOeFteG FouQty VuSerYLVor.  &ouQty eOeFtLoQV ZLOO be heOG LQ 1oYePber ����. 
7heVe offiFLDOV Dre eOeFteG to four�yeDr terPV.  0eetLQgV Dre heOG oQ the firVt Áoor of the 1o[ubee &ouQty &ourthouVe ² ���� -efferVoQ 
St�. 0DFoQ� 0S ����� ² oQ the firVt 0oQGDy DQG )rLGDy of eDFh PoQth. $t the )rLGDy PeetLQg� VuSerYLVorV VFheGuOe DQ DGGLtLoQDO 
boDrG PeetLQg for the PoQth. $OO PeetLQgV tDNe SODFe Dt � D.P. DQG Dre oSeQ to the SubOLF. )or Pore LQforPDtLoQ FoQtDFt the 1o[ubee 
&ouQty &ourthouVe Dt ����� ��������.

Mayor
Freddie Poindexter
(662) 726-5847
mayorpoindexter@cityofma-
con.org

Board of Aldermen/
Women
:DrG �
Earnest Harmon 

:DrG �
Patrick Hopkins

Ward 3
Thomas C. Campbell Jr.

Ward 4
Dr. Travonder (Von) 
Dixon McCloud 

Alderman-at-large
Beverly (Tina) Jones 
Hunter
(662) 726-5847

Interim Chief of Police
Andreas Walker
Macon Police Dept. 
(662) 726-5838

Fire Chief
David Estes
(662) 726-5847

City Attorney
Roderick “Ricky” Walker
(662) 726-5977

City Judge
Taylor Tucker
(662) 773 9254

Board of Supervisors
'LVtrLFt �
Bryan F. Schimmel
(662) 361-8492

'LVtrLFt �
Landis Mickens, (board 
SreVLGeQt�
(662) 361-0772

District 3
LaVelle Patterson Rice
(662) 361-0447

District 4
Christopher Mayberry
(662) 889-0535

'LVtrLFt �
Bruce Brooks
(662) 361-9070

Sheriff
Tommy Roby
(601) 749-1228

Superintendent of 
Education
Dr. Washington Cole
(662) 726-4527

Board Attorney
Christopher Hemphill
(662) 327-4211

Justice Court Judges
Dorothy Stewart and
Shirley Moore-Blakley

County Prosecuting 
Attorney
Tina Holcombe Ferrell

Constables
Frank Draper and 
Derone Moseley
(662) 726-5834

Chancery Clerk
Gwendolyn Graham
(662) 726- 4243

Circuit Clerk
Freda Phillips
(662) 726-5737
noxctycircuitcourtclerkfre-
dap@gmail.com 

Tax Assessor and 
Collector
Valerie Harris
(662) 726-4744

Coroner
R.L. Calhoun
(662) 361-0740

0DSV of the FLty DQG FouQty Dre DYDLODbOe Dt the 1o[ubee &ouQty (FoQoPLF DQG &oPPuQLty 'eYeOoSPeQt $OOLDQFe offiFe� OoFDteG Dt 
��� :DVhLQgtoQ St.� 0DFoQ. 2ffiFe hourV Dre 0oQGDy through 7hurVGDy� ���� D.P. to ���� S.P. 2utVLGe of offiFe hourV� PDSV Dre 
available on the front door.

All emergency services in the county may be reached by dialing 911.

M a c o n / N o x u b e e  C o u n t y
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Permits, licenses

City – Building permits and business licenses may 
be obtained at Macon City Hall. Call (662) 726-5847 for 
more information or visit city hall at 105 W. Pulaski St.

County – Business permits and licenses for county 
residents may be obtained at the county tax assessor’s 
office� locateG iQ the 1o[XEee CoXQt\ CoXrthoXse ² ��� 
Jefferson St., Macon.

Postal service
1o[XEee CoXQt\ has three fXll-serYice Sost offices�
Macon ² ���� JeffersoQ 6t�� fiQal collectioQ is ���� 

p.m. Monday through Friday and 11 a.m. on Saturday; 
Hours: Monday through Wednesday and Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m.; (662) 726-5420

Brooksville ² �� (� 'eSot 6t�� fiQal collectioQ is ���� 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. on Saturday; 
Hours: Monday through Wednesday and Friday 9 a.m. 
to noon, and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Thursday 8 a.m. to noon, 
Saturday 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.; (662) 738-5890

Shuqualak ² ��� PiQe 6t�� fiQal collectioQ is ���� 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. on Saturday; 
Hours: Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.; 
(662) 793-4839

Taxes
Personal taxes – State, county and municipal ad 

valorem taxes, except on motor vehicles, must be paid by 
Feb. 1 of each year. County and city tax millage rates are 
set prior to Oct. 1 of each year.

Where to pay taxes – Municipal, county and state 
ad valorem taxes are payable to the Noxubee County tax 
collector’s office� locateG at ���� JeffersoQ 6t� 6Xite �� iQ 

Macon.
State income tax is payable to the Mississippi De-

partment of Revenue in early April. Visit www.dor.ms.gov 
for more information on state tax information. Some 
payments may be made online.

Homestead exemption – Applications for home-
steaG e[ePStioQ oQ SroSert\ shoXlG Ee fileG each \ear E\ 
the last workiQJ Ga\ iQ 0arch at the coXQt\ ta[ office� 
locateG at ���� JeffersoQ 6t� A SersoQ filiQJ for hoPe-
steaG e[ePStioQ for the first tiPe shoXlG SreseQt the ta[ 
office with his�her SroSert\ GeeGs� the 6ocial 6ecXrit\ 
QXPEers for hiP�herself aQG sSoXse� aQG Yehicle taJs for 
all Yehicles reJistereG iQ 1o[XEee CoXQt\� )or aQ\oQe fil-
ing because of a disability, they must present the original 
award letter stating they are 100% disabled and the date 
he�she EecaPe GisaEleG�

Any applicant must have been living in the home on 
JaQ� � of the \ear for which he or she is filiQJ� 7he hoPe 
must have been purchased by Dec. 31 of the previous 
year and recorded no later than Jan. 7.

For more information, contact the Noxubee County 
7a[ Assessor�Collector’s office at ����� ���-����� 7olG to 
talk to the ta[ assessor wheQ she was Eack iQ the office 

Voter registration
In order to vote in Mississippi, a person must be a 

citizen of the United States, reside in the state and be 18 
years of age on or before the election date. To register, 
Yisit the CircXit Clerk’s office iQ the 1o[XEee CoXQt\ 
Courthouse, located at 505 Jefferson St. in Macon. A 
person must be registered at least 30 days prior to vote in 
municipal, county, state and national elections. 

For more information, contact the Noxubee County 
Circuit Clerk, Freda Phillips, at (662) 726-5737.

UTILITIES
Refuse collection

:aste Pro� which has aQ office iQ ColXPEXs� collects 
garbage in Macon and areas of Noxubee County. In Ma-
con, garbage is collected Monday and Thursday. In the 
county, garbage is collected Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
or Friday depending on location. The monthly fee for city 
and county residents is $18, which is included on resi-
dents’ utility bills. 

Electricity
City – Newcomers to Macon establish water, electric, 

and garbage collection services with the Macon Electric 
and Water Department. Whether renting or owning, 
resiGeQts PXst EriQJ two forPs of iGeQtificatioQ �oQe 
of which must include a photo ID) to the department’s 
office� locateG at ���� JeffersoQ 6t� iQ 0acoQ� to secXre 
service. Renters must present their lease agreement, and 
homeowners must present the deed to their property. Ser-

vice deposits are the same among renters and homeown-
ers:  $200 for electricity connection, $50 for water hook-
up, and $25 for garbage collection. There is also a $20 
connection fee. For more information contact the Macon 
Electric and Water Department at (662) 726-5251. 

County – Those moving outside Macon’s town limits 
into Noxubee County will have to apply for membership 
with 4-County Electric Power Association. Applications 
Pa\ Ee retrieYeG froP www��coXQt\�orJ�resiGeQtial-aS-
Sl\-for-serYice�� 7he aSSlicatioQ for serYice Pa\ Ee coP-
pleted online; downloaded and mailed to P.O. Box 351, 
Columbus, MS 39703; or downloaded, scanned, and 
emailed to support@4county.org. Before sending your 
completed application, contact 4-County at (800) 431-
1544 for important information needed to complete the 
application.

A $25 membership fee and a $25 connection fee are 
required for residential connection. An additional deposit, 
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based on a credit check, may be required.
Same day service may be available if all applicable 

fees and documentation are received by 4-County by 3:30 
p.m.

For more information, contact 4-County Elec-
tric Power Association’s customer call center at (800) 
431-1544 Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
�-CoXQt\ has two office locatioQs�  ���� 6� )roQtaJe 
Road, Columbus and 9776 Highway 25 S., Starkville.

Gas
Atmos Energy is the primary gas service provider in 

Noxubee County. For more information on service, con-
tact Atmos Energy at (888) 286-6700, or visit the compa-
ny’s website: www.atmosenergy.com.

Water
Rural water users will need to establish service with 

one of the area’s water associations. Usually associations 
charge a deposit and a connection fee. The cost of hookup 
will be more if a new water meter is required. For more 
information, contact the municipality closest to your 
residence.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Churches

Noxubee County has over 100 active churches. Many 
are concentrated in and around Macon, the county’s seat, 
but churches spread to all corners of Noxubee. The churches 
include primarily protestant denominations and several sites 
with rich histories.

Education
General information – Registration for students in the 

Noxubee County School District takes place each year near 
the end of July. Notice of registration is published prior to 
that time on the District’s website: www.noxcnty.k12.ms.us.

Students entering kindergarten must be 5 years old on 
or before Sept. 1. To register for classes, parents must pres-
ent the school at which they are registering with their child’s 
Eirth certificate� recorG of iPPXQi]atioQ� aQG two Sroofs of 
residency.

Public schools – Earl Nash Elementary School, Macon 
(grades K-4); Reed Elementary School, Shuqualak (grades 
K-6); Wilson Elementary School, Brooksville (grades K-6); 
B.F. Liddell Middle School, Macon (grades 5-8); Noxubee 
County High School, Macon (grades 9-12)

Colleges
• Mississippi University for Women, about 30 miles 

from Macon, in Columbus.
• Mississippi State University, about 35 miles from 

Macon, in Starkville.
• Meridian Community College, about 54 miles from 

Macon, in Meridian.
• University of Alabama, about 69 miles from Macon, in 

Tuscaloosa, Ala.
• Shelton State Community College, about 72 miles 

from Macon, in Tuscaloosa, Ala.
• Itawamba Community College, about 81 miles from 

Macon, in Fulton.
• Holmes Community College, about 94 miles from 

Macon, in Goodman.
• East Mississippi Community College, about 30 miles 

from Macon, in Scooba.
• University of West Alabama, about 50 miles from 

Macon, in Livingston, Ala.
Library

The Noxubee County Public Library is a three-branch 
system, operating in Macon, Brooksville, and Shuqualak. 

The Ada S. Fant Library in Macon, located at 145 S. 
Dr. MLK Jr. Drive, is the main branch. Its hours are 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. The Macon 
library offers computer services, faxing, printing, genealogy 
services, children’s story time programs, computer classes, 
and free Wi-Fi. To contact the Macon branch, call (662) 
726-5461.

The Brooksville Public Library is located at 13758 W. 
Main St. in Brooksville. Its hours are 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day, Tuesday and Thursday and 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Wednes-
day. For the Brooksville Public Library, call (662) 738-4559.

The Vista J. Daniel Memorial Library in Shuqualak 
is located at 4719 Residence St. Its hours are 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday, Tuesday and Thursday and 2 p.m.  to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday. For the Shuqualak library, call (662) 793-9576.

Media
The Commercial Dispatch – 516 Main St., Columbus; 

business hours are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Call (662) 328-2424 for subscription information. Printed 
Tuesday through Saturday.

The Macon Beacon – printed weekly; 403 Jefferson St., 
Macon; (662) 726-4747 

Television stations serving the area include WLOV 
�C:� affiliate� of 7XSelo� :CB, �CB6� )o[ aQG 0\1et-
work79 affiliate� of ColXPEXs� :72. �ABC� 0\1etwork-
79 aQG C:� affiliate� of 0eriGiaQ� aQG :79A �1BC aQG 
ABC affiliate� of 7XSelo�

Hospital
 Noxubee General Hospital – 78 Hospital Road, Macon; 

(662) 726-4231

Airport
Macon Municipal Airport, located at 105 W. Pulaski 

St., is operated by the City of Macon and open to the public 
for use. The airport features a 50-foot-wide, 3,000-foot-long 
runway.

Accommodations
Bed & breakfast

Cedar Ridge Bed & Breakfast – 42183 Old Highway 

M a c o n / N o x u b e e  C o u n t y
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ATTRACTIONS
Noxubee County Historical Trail: This trail takes 

visitors on a self-guided tour through the county to see 
points of historical interest and learn more about the 
area’s history. For a list of stops on the trail, contact the 
Noxubee County Economic and Community Develop-
ment Alliance. (662) 726-4456

Noxubee County Historical Society Museum: The 
museum features a collection of artifacts detailing the 
history of Noxubee County. Some artifacts date back to 
the 1800s, when Choctaw Indians occupied the land. The 
0XseXP is locateG oQ the secoQG Áoor of the :ar 0ePo-
rial Building in Macon, across the street from the county 
courthouse. Tours are by appointment only. For more 
information about the museum or the Noxubee historical 
society, or to schedule a museum tour, call (662) 726-
5218.

Noxubee County Library: The unique Noxubee 
County Library on East King Street in Macon is a Mis-
sissippi Landmark and listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places because it is housed in an attractive 
Romanesque building constructed in 1907 to serve as a 
jail. Books are shelved inside the former jail cells, and 
the original gallows may still be seen. It was accorded the 
1984 Award of Merit for Adaptive Restoration from the 
Mississippi Historical Society.

Ole Country Bakery in Brooksville: The Ole Country 
Bakery in Brooksville is operated by members of the Men-
nonite community and is widely popular for its tradition-

al Mennonite baked goods. It provides visible and edible 
evidence of the county’s unique role as home to the 
largest Mennonite community outside the Midwest.

The Black Prairie Blues Trail Marker: The Black 
Prairie Blues Trail Marker at the Welcome Center on 
Jefferson Street in downtown Macon recognizes the con-
tributions that Carey Bell, Willie King, and Eddie “The 
Chief” Clearwater made to the blues music genre born in 
the Mississippi Delta. All three went on to achieve world-
wide fame with their Chicago-style blues performances.

Local parks
Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge: This 48,000-acre 

wildlife refuge offers visitors opportunities for hiking, 
hXQtiQJ� fishiQJ aQG EirG-watchiQJ� aPoQJ other oXtGoor 
actiYities� 7he refXJe office aQG Yisitor ceQter is oSeQ 
7 a.m.-3 p.m. weekdays. The refuge is accessible to the 
public from daylight until dark every day. For more infor-
PatioQ call ����� ���-���� or Yisit httSs���www�fws�JoY�
refXJe�saP-G-haPiltoQ-Qo[XEee� 

Noxubee Sportsplex: Located at 61 Sportsplex Dr., 
this Sark iQclXGes EaseEall aQG softEall fielGs� coQcessioQ 
areas, and an open-air covered arena. 

Zach Brooks Golf Course: This nine-hole golf course, 
located in Macon’s Piney Woods community, can be used 
most days of the year. For more information, call (662) 
726-5847.

Dancing Rabbit Festival: This festival, named for the 
1830 treaty agreement between the Choctaw tribe and 
the U.S. Government, is held the fourth weekend in Oc-
tober each year. The Dancing Rabbit Festival celebrates 
Noxubee County’s heritage. Festivities include arts and 
crafts vendors, a 5k run and walk, an open mic session, 
SoQ\ riGes� iQÁataEles� JaPes� a traiQ riGe aQG Pore� 7he 
highlight of the festival is a concert on the courthouse 
lawn. 

Juneteenth Festival: Held on the second Saturday of 
June each year, this festival commemorates the abolition 
of slavery in the United States. It features a variety of 
family-oriented entertainment, including sports activities, 
arts and crafts vendors and food offerings.

For more information contact the Noxubee Coun-
ty Economic and Community Development Alliance at 
����� ���-���� or Yisit the alliaQce’s office at ��� :ash-
ington St. in Macon.

Jeffrey Simmons Community Fun Day: This event, 
hosted by NFL star Jeffrey Simmons, is held around the 
Fourth of July each year at the Noxubee Titans Field at 
814 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive. Festivities typically 
iQclXGe JaPes for kiGs� liYe eQtertaiQPeQt� fireworks aQG 
vendors.

Noxubee Farmers Alliance Market: Purchase fresh 
produce on the lawn of the courthouse the second and 
fourth Saturdays in June-August, 7 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

             M a c o n / N o x u b e e  C o u n t y

14, Macon; (662) 361-7727
Circle M Plantation – 4588 Paulette Road, Macon; 

(662) 726-5789

Camping, cabins
Lake Forest Ranch – 5326 Lake Forest Road, Macon; 

(662) 726-5052



We consulted our readers for 
insiders’ info on good food, 

fXQ aQG fielG triSs iQsiGe the *olGeQ 
7riaQJle� aQG withiQ GriYiQJ GistaQce� 
+ere are ��� wa\s to eQMo\ Qorth 
0ississiSSi aQG AlaEaPa�

FOOD

1Sit inside or on the porch:
/ocateG oQ 2fficer’s /ake iQ 

ColXPEXs� Proffitt’s Porch is a 
ColXPEXs iQstitXtioQ that serYes XS 
tast\ saQGwiches aQG reG EeaQs aQG 
rice� .eeS aQ e\e oXt for the EalG 
eaJles who Qest QearE\� 

2Fresh bread: BakeG is iQ the froQt 
sSace of J� BroXssarG’s restaXraQt 

iQ GowQtowQ ColXPEXs� *raE soPe 
Sastries� :e JXaraQtee \oX woQ’t 
leaYe with MXst oQe� ,f \oX’re iQ 
6tarkYille stoS E\ Proof for a fresh 
loaf of EreaG�

3Secret sips: /ookiQJ for a 
faQtastic cocktail Eefore GiQQer" 

6toS iQ 7he *Xest 5ooP� a sSeakeas\ 
EehiQG 5estaXraQt 7\ler� 

4Burgers road trip?: Co]\ XS 
to the ceraPic tile Ear at Bill’s 

+aPEXrJers iQ APor\ for their 
faPoXs slXJEXrJers� whose reciSe 
has EeeQ SasseG GowQ for Qearl\ ��� 
\ears�

5Say cheese: 6oPe sa\ JXEilatioQs 
Cheesecake is the Eest� 6toS E\ 

their coffeehoXse iQ :est PoiQt� 
which has a larJe wiQGow allowiQJ 
\oX to siS \oXr coffee while \oX see 
cheesecakes EeiQJ PaGe� 

6Dagwood’s paradise: :ho kQew 
Jas statioQ fooG coXlG Ee this 

JooG" 7ackle oQe of the oXtraJeoXsl\ 
hXJe saQGwiches at 8QiteG 'eli oQ 
the corQer of 7Xscaloosa 5oaG aQG 
*arGQer BoXleYarG iQ ColXPEXs� 6a\ 
hi to 0r� JohQ for Xs�

7Zorba the Greek’s fave: Enjoy 
a wiGe Yariet\ of J\ros at BlXto’s 

7aYerQ oQ 8QiYersit\ 'riYe iQ 
6tarkYille� 7he\’Ye also Jot Jreat 
wiQJs with white saXce�

8Hot fudge on Coontail Road:
(at the hot fXGJe cake with secret 

saXce at the )rieQGshiS +oXse off 
CooQtail 5oaG EetweeQ AEerGeeQ aQG 
APor\�

9Curry delight!: 7he *olGeQ 
7riaQJle has seYeral 7hai fooG 

oStioQs iQclXGiQJ *olGeQ 7hai� 7hai 
6iaP aQG AQGaPaQ 7hai�

10Smokin’: 0oJaP’s iQ ColXPEXs 
Pa\ Ee the oQl\ BB4 Slace 

where \oX caQ Jet SiJ sQoots aQG 
SiJ tails as aQ eQtree� 'oQ’t SaQic 
if \oX’re Qot iQto e[trePities� 7he\ 
haYe faQtastic riEs aQG siGes as well� 
7here’s Qo shortaJe of other Jreat 
Peat� +aQk’s �� BB4 aQG /ittle 
'ooe\ are other faYorites�

11Livers and burgers: )or 
\ears folks haYe EeeQ JoiQJ 

to 'oXJ aQG +a]el’s� a GiQer iQ 
(ast ColXPEXs� 7he EXrJers oQ a 
soXrGoXJh EXQ aQG the chickeQ liYer 
Slate are two of oXr faYorites�

12Cup O’ Joe: 5ela[ with \oXr 
faYorite esSresso GriQk at aQ\ 

of a QXPEer of local coffee MoiQts� 
6oXthEoXQG Coffee� ���� CaffieQe� 
Coffee +oXse oQ )ifth iQ ColXPEXs 
aQG 7he Coffee 'eSot aQG 6traQJe 
Brew aQG 7he JXQctioQ iQ 6tarkYille 
aQG JXEilatioQs Coffee 6hoS iQ :est 
PoiQt are a few�

13Classic diner experience:
(QMo\ Ereakfast at 6tarkYille 

Cafe� Ask for the ´GXck EXtter�µ

14Fine dining in West Point:   
AQthoQ\’s� a :est PoiQt 

faYorite� serYes XS e[celleQt CaMXQ aQG 
creole fooG iQ a charPiQJ GowQtowQ 
EXilGiQJ� aJaiQst the EackGroS of liYe 
PXsic soPe QiJhts� BriQJ \oXr owQ 
Eottle�

Good food, fun 
DQG fieOG trLSV 

LQVLGe the 
*oOGeQ 7rLDQgOe 

DQG ZLthLQ 
GrLYLQg GLVtDQFe.
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15Dueling rib tips: 7he 0ePShis 
7owQ area of ColXPEXs has 

two e[celleQt Slaces that sSeciali]e 
iQ riE tiSs� Brothers .eeSers is oQ the 
corQer of 6eYeQth AYeQXe 1orth aQG 
��th 6treet� 0ePShis 7owQ BB4 
is riJht XS the roaG at ��th AYeQXe 
1orth aQG ��th 6treet�

16Pick your own: 9isit 5eese 
2rcharG iQ 6essXPs where \oX 

caQ Sick Seaches� PXscaGiQes� aSSles� 
fiJs aQG Sears to \oXr heart’s coQteQt� 
faceEook�coP�5eese2rcharG

17Look out for gators: Order an 
alliJator So-Eo\ aQG sit iQ oQe 

of 2E\’s GiQiQJ rooPs� all of which 
are filleG ³ Áoor to ceiliQJ ³ with 
APericaQa iQ 6tarkYille�

18Beer, pizza and tunes: *raE a 
craft Eeer� oQe of the Eest Si]]as 

iQ the area aQG take iQ liYe PXsic 
at 0XQsoQ 	 Bros� Beer *arGeQ at 
6ecoQG AYeQXe 1orth aQG 7hirG 
6treet iQ ColXPEXs�

19Coffee in Columbus and
Caledonia: )iQG tast\ treats 

sXch as aYocaGo toast aQG XQiTXe 
coffee GriQks at *ratia ArtisaQal 
(ater\ iQ GowQtowQ ColXPEXs aQG 
��� Coffee CoPSaQ\ iQ CaleGoQia�

FUN STUFF

20Take it to the streets: Enjoy 
aQ arra\ of festiYals� iQclXGiQJ 

6tarkYille’s CottoQ 'istrict Arts 
)estiYal �ASril�� ColXPEXs’ 0arket 
6treet )estiYal �0a\� aQG :est PoiQt’s 
Prairie Arts )estiYal �AXJXst��

21Tour of homes: (ach sSriQJ� 
steS Eack iQ tiPe as owQers of 

historic ColXPEXs hoPes oSeQ their 
Goors to Yisitors aQG SroYiGe toXrs� 

22House concerts: 7he BarQ 
CoQcert 6eries aQG 6XQstroke 

+oXse ² Eoth iQ ColXPEXs ² Eook 
EiJJer thaQ e[SecteG PXsiciaQs for 
their iQtiPate YeQXes� )iQG Eoth oQ 
)aceEook�

23Walking tour: Stroll 
ColXPEXs’ historic streets 

with a self-JXiGeG walkiQJ toXr froP 
0aiQ 6treet ColXPEXs� 7he toXr is 
aYailaEle electroQicall\ or SriQteG� 
colXPEXsPaiQstreet�coP

24Window to the past: 7ake iQ 
aQ e[aPSle of 7iffaQ\ staiQeG 

Jlass at 6t� PaXl’s (SiscoSal ChXrch iQ 
ColXPEXs�

25West Point window
shopping: Beautifully 

PaiQtaiQeG storefroQts hoXse a first-
rate kitcheQware shoS� a JXQ shoS aQG 
Pore iQ GowQtowQ :est PoiQt� +aYe 
lXQch at 7he 5it]�

26High-end antiques: ColXPEXs 
hosts aQ aQQXal 'ecoratiYe 

Arts 	 PreserYatioQ )orXP aQG 
AQtiTXes 6how 	 6ale each 
1oYePEer�

27West Point walkabout: :alk 
the EeaXtifXl .itt\ Br\aQ 'ill 

0ePorial Parkwa\� a ���� Pile ´5ails 
to 7railsµ Sarkwa\ throXJh towQ that 
liQks fiYe local Sarks iQ :est PoiQt� 

28Gentlemen, start your
engines: 'irt track races 

at 0aJQolia 0otor 6SeeGwa\ iQ 
ColXPEXs are soPe of the Post 
e[citiQJ sSortiQJ eYeQts iQ the area� 
PlXs� the\ haYe e[celleQt fireworks 
GisSla\s oQ the )oXrth�

29Presidential Library: 7oXr the 
8l\sses 6� *raQt PresiGeQtial 

/iErar\� hoXseG at 0ississiSSi 6tate 
iQ 6tarkYille� +oXseG iQ the liErar\ is 
also a collectioQ of GocXPeQts� Eooks� 
artifacts� SaiQtiQJs relateG to the life 
of AErahaP /iQcolQ� 

30Theater for all: 6tarkYille 
7heater aQG *olGeQ 7riaQJle 

7heatre JroXSs offer fXll slates of 
Sla\s scheGXleG throXJhoXt the \ear 
as well as actiQJ workshoSs�

31Author, author: AtteQG 
the (XGora :elt\ :riters’ 

6\PSosiXP iQ ColXPEXs� which is 
helG eYer\ 2ctoEer GXriQJ the thirG 
fXll week� 

32Top notch: (ach \ear 
0ississiSSi 6tate’s /\ceXP 

6eries EriQJs worlG-class sSeakers aQG 
SerforPers to the XQiYersit\’s caPSXs� 
)iQG theP oQliQe for XScoPiQJ 
eYeQts� 

33Under the ginkgo tree: 7ake a 
walkiQJ toXr of 7he : caPSXs� 

:ith �� EXilGiQJs oQ the 1atioQal 
5eJister of +istoric Places� this 
historic XQiYersit\ is aQ architectXral 
treasXre troYe�

34Stella!: AtteQG PXltiSle Ga\s 
of literar\ aQG theatrical fXQ at 

the 7eQQessee :illiaPs 7riEXte eYer\ 
6eStePEer iQ ColXPEXs�

35Strollin’ along the river:
(QMo\ the QatXral EeaXt\ 

sXrroXQGiQJ the ColXPEXs 5iYerwalk� 
locateG off 0aiQ 6treet at the foot of 
5iYer +ill� 6troll across the SeGestriaQ 
EriGJe Qear 0aiQ 6treet aQG check 
oXt the XQfiQisheG cit\ aPShitheater� 
which cit\ officials hoSe to fiQish 
sooQ�
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#29: Ulysses S. Grant Presidential Library at Mississippi State University.



36Old times not forgotten:
CoPPXQe with the sSirits 

ÁoatiQJ aEoXt the JraYestoQes aQG 
historic PoQXPeQts at )rieQGshiS 
aQG 6aQGfielG cePeteries� 0ississiSSi 
6chool for 0athePatics aQG 6cieQce 
stXGeQts host awarG-wiQQiQJ 
historical eYeQts at each iQ the sSriQJ�

37A swig of art: Browse or take 
aQ art class at ColXPEXs’ 

5oseQ]weiJ Arts CeQter� oQe of the 
Eest art ceQters iQ the state�

38Home grown: ColXPEXs 
�+itchiQJ /ot )arPers 0arket�� 

6tarkYille �6tarkYille CoPPXQit\ 
0arket� aQG :est PoiQt �:est PoiQt 
)arPers 0arket� all haYe Parkets 
that EeJiQ iQ ASril or 0a\ aQG last 
XQtil 6eStePEer�

39Cool fun in the summertime:
+aYe wet fXQ at sSlash SaGs 

at J�/� .iQJ 6eQior 0ePorial Park 
iQ 6tarkYille or oYer iQ ColXPEXs at 
'ewa\Qe +a\es 5ecreatioQ CeQter� 
2la J� Picket Park or ProSst Park�

40Water music: 2Q 7hXrsGa\ 
eYeQiQJs iQ the sXPPer Jo to 

the 5oJer 6hort 6occer CoPSle[ iQ 
ColXPEXs for 6oXQGs of 6XPPer� 
aQ oXtGoor showcase for local PXsic 
taleQt�

41Remembering the Wolf:
AtteQG a festiYal celeEratiQJ 

Cla\ CoXQt\’s Post faPoXs ElXesPaQ� 
+owliQ’ :olf� the first weekeQG iQ 
6eStePEer� 1ot iQ :est PoiQt iQ 
6eStePEer" 'roS E\ the +owliQ’ 
:olf BlXes 0XseXP Gail\ froP �� 
a�P� to � S�P�

42Cannonball!: (Yer\oQe is 
welcoPe to eQMo\ oQe of 

the last SXElic Sools iQ the area at 
6tarkYille’s 0oQcrief Park�

43Tee up: *olf at 2lG :aYerl\ 
*olf ClXE or 0oss\ 2ak 

*olf ClXE iQ :est PoiQt� 6tarkYille 
CoXQtr\ ClXE or 0ississiSSi 6tate 
8QiYersit\ iQ 6tarkYille� /ioQ +ills� 
*reeQ 2aks *olf ClXE or (lP /ake 
*olf CoXrse iQ ColXPEXs�

44Anglers’ nirvana:  7he 7eQQ-
7oP :aterwa\ offers a wiGe 

raQJe of oStioQs for aQJlers iQ search 
of Eass� craSSie aQG catfish� 7he 
waterwa\ ² aQG sSecificall\ ColXPEXs 
/ake ² Sla\s host to toXrQaPeQts 
throXJhoXt the \ear�

45Fun on the Waterway: 5eQt 
a SoQtooQ Eoat at ColXPEXs 

0ariQa�

46Pick up pickleball: PickleEall 
is a sSort that SeoSle of all 

aJes caQ eQMo\� 6tarkYille has a lot 
of coXrts at Qewl\-reQoYateG 0c.ee 
Park aQG ColXPEXs has Qewl\-
coQstrXcteG coXrts at ProSst Park�

47Hunters rejoice: PerXse 
the EoQaQ]a of hXQtiQJ aQG 

caPSiQJ Jear at the 0oss\ 2ak 
2XtGoor 2Xtlet iQ :est PoiQt or 
2Xtlaw 6SortiQJ *ooGs iQ ColXPEXs�

48Wind chimes to horse feed to
cowboy boots: )iQG e[Sertise 

oQ JarGeQiQJ� farPiQJ aQG the 
oXtGoors  at the 2ktiEEeha CoXQt\ 
Co-2S� ,Q fact� /owQGes CoXQt\ aQG 
Cla\ CoXQt\ haYe co-oSs too�

49Interesting entertainment:
5ick’s Cafe iQ 6tarkYille has a 

loQJ histor\ of EriQJiQJ iQ iQterestiQJ 
liYe SerforPaQces oQ the weekeQGs� 
Check oXt their liQeXS� 

50Check it out at the library:
ColXPEXs� :est PoiQt aQG 

6tarkYille all haYe e[celleQt liEraries� 
+aYe chilGreQ" Be sXre to catch 
6tor\tiPe with 0other *oose iQ 
ColXPEXs�

51Watch the Dawgs bite:
BX\ a seasoQ ticket to watch 

0ississiSSi 6tate Sla\ EaseEall iQ 
the Post G\QaPic colleJe EaseEall 
staGiXP iQ the QatioQ� ,t holGs 
alPost all colleJe EaseEall atteQGaQce 
recorGs�

52Relics from the past: 7ake 
iQ ColXPEXs histor\ iQ the 

6teSheQ '� /ee +oPe aQG 0XseXP 
iQ ColXPEXs� /ee was a CiYil :ar 
JeQeral aQG the first SresiGeQt of what 
is Qow 0ississiSSi 6tate 8QiYersit\� 
7he AJQes =aioQt] 7eQQessee-
7oPEiJEee :aterwa\ 0XseXP�

53Southern dreams: ,f toXriQJ 
9ictoriaQ aQG aQteEellXP 

hoPes of ColXPEXs isQ’t eQoXJh� 
sSeQG the QiJht iQ oQe of seYeral that 
offer EeG aQG Ereakfast� 7he\ Pake 
for a Jreat ´sta\catioQ�µ

54Tik tok: 7he CXllis 	 *laG\s 
:aGe Clock 0XseXP at 

0ississiSSi 6tate’s :elcoPe CeQter is 
a sPall EXt GeliJhtfXl PXseXP for the 
horoloJists aPoQJ Xs�

55Lake view: *o to /ake 
/owQGes 6tate Park aQG MXst 

watch the GXcks iQ the water� 7here 
also are Sla\JroXQGs� teQQis coXrts� 
EasketEall coXrts aQG walkiQJ trails� 

56Gators and more: ,f \oX 
waQt soPethiQJ a little Pore 

e[otic� Pake \oXr wa\ to the 6aP '� 
+aPiltoQ 1o[XEee :ilGlife 5efXJe� 
where there’s a GeceQt chaQce \oX’ll 
see aQ alliJator froP the EoarGwalks 
that stretch iQto the lake� 

57Back to nature: 9isit Pl\PoXth 
BlXff CeQter for iQforPatioQ oQ 

the earliest Ga\s of ColXPEXs� hikiQJ 
trails aQG GisSla\s hiJhliJhtiQJ area 
Áora aQG faXQa�

58Public art: :aQGer the 
GowQtowQ streets throXJhoXt 

the *olGeQ 7riaQJle aQG check oXt 
the YiEraQt PXrals� Artist 'eEorah 
0aQsfielG is resSoQsiEle for PaQ\ of 
theP� aQG the\ aGG a colorfXl Áare to 
the streetscaSe� 
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#58: One of many murals in Columbus.



59Let’s dance: 6hake a leJ at 7he 
JXQctioQ iQ ColXPEXs� where 

�� will Jet \oX aGPissioQ aQG a fXll 
)riGa\ or 6atXrGa\ QiJht of GaQciQJ 
aQG PXsic� ,t’s cleaQ fXQ with Qo 
sPokiQJ or GriQkiQJ�

60Slides and swimmin’:
7he 6liS-Q-'iS ² Qear 1ew 

+oSe oXtsiGe of ColXPEXs ² is aQ 
iQstitXtioQ� ,t has a Jreat water sliGe 
aQG hXJe Sool for �caPS\� sXPPer 
fXQ�

61Karate chop: )roP karate to 
00A to Bra]iliaQ JX-JitsX to 

other Partial arts� take a lessoQ at 
oQe of the areas PaQ\ Partial arts 
aQG fitQess J\Ps�

62Tennessee Williams slept
here: 7he faPoXs Sla\wriJht 

was EorQ iQ ColXPEXs� his first hoPe 
is a welcoPe ceQter at ��� 0aiQ 6t� 
6toS E\ aQG take a selfie with his 
statXe there�

63Dam good idea: 7he JohQ C� 
6teQQis /ock aQG 'aP’s (ast 

BaQk 5ecreatioQ Area has fishiQJ� 
EasketEall� Sla\JroXQGs aQG oQe of 
the Eest sXQsets iQ the area�

DAY TRIPS

64Let’s get lost: ([Slore the 
sPall towQs of the Prairie� 

Artesia� CrawforG aQG BrooksYille� 
where oQe shoXlG Qot Piss the 2le 
CoXQtr\ Baker\�

65Explore west Alabama: Cruise 
the sPall towQs of this area� 

each with its owQ charP� 0illSort� 
9erQoQ� 6XlliJeQt aQG +aPiltoQ� 7he 
CarrolltoQ coXrthoXse has a Jhostl\ 
face iQ oQe of its XSSer wiQGows�

66Beautiful balloons: ,t’s Qot 
iQ the iPPeGiate area� EXt 

at the AQQXal 1atche] BallooQ 
)estiYal iQ 2ctoEer \oX caQ witQess 
Go]eQs of EallooQs ÁoatiQJ aEoYe the 
0ississiSSi 5iYer�

67A sip of water: BeaYertoQ� 
Ala� is hoPe to oQe of the last 

artesiaQ water wells iQ this area� <oX 
haYe to look for it oQ the Qorth siGe of 
+w\� ���� EXt oQce \oX fiQG it� \oX’ll 
Ee rewarGeG with cr\stal clear aQG 
GelicioXs GriQkiQJ water� which coPes 
XS QatXrall\ froP aQ aTXifer� 

68$ fiHOG trLS tR
Yoknapatawpha: 7ake iQ life 

oQ 2[forG’s 6TXare� AtteQG 7hacker 
0oXQtaiQ 5aGio show� 7hXrsGa\ 
afterQooQs GXriQJ the fall aQG sSriQJ� 
(QMo\ fiQe GiQiQJ at aQ\ QXPEer of 
restaXraQts oQ or MXst off the 6TXare� 
'oQ’t forJet )aXlkQer’s hoPe� 5owaQ 
2ak� aQG the 2le 0iss caPSXs with 
its *roYe� art PXseXP aQG CeQter for 
6oXtherQ 6tXGies e[hiEitioQ sSace�

69Sunrise stroll: 7ake a sXQrise 
walk iQ GowQtowQ AEerGeeQ 

as the earl\ PorQiQJ liJht illXPiQates 
the olG chXrches� 9ictoriaQ hoPes 
aQG EeaXtifXl olG trees�

70Are you afraid of heights?:
7he tallest sliGe iQ AlaEaPa is 

iQ 7Xscaloosa at 6Qow +iQtoQ Park�

71Explore The Dismals: 7his 
SristiQe wilGerQess area offers 

roPaQtic caEiQs� seclXGeG caPSsites� 
hikiQJ� waterfalls� a coXQtr\ store aQG 
rare JlowiQJ EXJs calleG GisPalites� �� 
Piles soXth of 5XssellYille� Ala� 

72Natural formations: 1ear the 
'isPals is 1atXral BriGJe� Ala�� 

a ��� foot loQJ saQGstoQe rock EriGJe� 
which is the loQJest QatXral EriGJe 
east of the 5ockies� +ike oQ trails 
XQGer the EriGJe�

73Tracing history and nature:
7ake a GriYe GowQ �or XS� the 

1atche] 7race� the QatioQal Sark that 
stretches froP 1atche] to 1ashYille�

74Hound dog homeplace: Visit 
(lYis Presle\’s EirthSlace aQG 

first hoPe iQ 7XSelo� *o GowQtowQ 
to 7XSelo +arGware to see where 0iss 
*laG\s EoXJht her Eo\ his first JXitar�

75Unexpected riches: ,Q 
addition to its collection of 

(XroSeaQ SaiQtiQJs� the /aXreQ 
5oJers 0XseXP iQ /aXrel Eoasts aQ 
iPSressiYe arra\ of JaSaQese SriQts 
aQG 1atiYe APericaQ Easkets�

76Hand-painted horses: 7he 
cit\ of 0eriGiaQ has restoreG its 

���-SlXs-\ear-olG 'eQt]el CaroXsel to 
its oriJiQal sSleQGor� 7he oSeratioQal 
Perr\-Jo-roXQG has EeeQ SlaceG oQ 
the 1atioQal 5eJister of +istoric 
Places� 9isit 7he 0A; 0XseXP while 
there�

77Botanical beauty: BirPiQJhaP 
BotaQical *arGeQs’ ���� acres 

featXres Pore thaQ ������ GiffereQt 
SlaQts� 7he JarGeQ coQtaiQs Pore 
thaQ �� XQiTXe JarGeQs� oriJiQal 
oXtGoor scXlStXre aQG Piles of sereQe 
Saths�

78Kentuck Festival: AtteQG what 
APericaQ 6t\le PaJa]iQe sa\s 

is oQe of the toS �� art festiYals iQ the 
coXQtr\� ,Q 1orthSort� Ala�� oQ the 
thirG weekeQG iQ 2ctoEer�

79Rural Art: 9isit the 
*reeQsEoro �+ale CoXQt\�� 

Ala�� hoPe of AXEXrQ’s reQowQeG 
5Xral 6tXGio ProMect ³ e[SeriPeQtal 
architectXre serYiQJ at-QeeG 
SoSXlatioQs ³ aQG loYel\ aQteEellXP 
aQG tXrQ-of-the-ceQtXr\ hoPes�

80Lost realm of the Black
Warrior: ([Slore 0oXQGYille 

ArchaeoloJical Park� aEoXt �� Piles 
soXtheast of 7Xscaloosa� After a �� 
PillioQ reQoYatioQ� the JoQes 0XseXP 
showcases ��� stXQQiQJ artifacts to 
GescriEe oQe of the Post siJQificaQt 
1atiYe APericaQ archaeoloJical sites 
iQ the 8QiteG 6tates�

81Slip and slide: 7he cit\ of 
)a\ette oSerates a water Sark 

with a sSlash SaG� a la]\ riYer aQG 
PXltiSle sliGes� :aQt a larJer water 
Sark" Choctaw� 0iss�� is hoPe to 
*e\ser )alls�

82German POWs: AliceYille� 
Ala�� GoesQ’t seeP like a likel\ 

Slace for a :orlG :ar ,, P2: caPS 
for *erPaQ SrisoQers� EXt it is� /earQ 
Pore at the AliceYille P2: 0XseXP 
aQG CXltXral CeQter�

83Stone-ground: )oXr 
JeQeratioQs of 6ciSles haYe XseG 

water to JriQG corQ aQG wheat� Call 
6ciSle’s 0ill at ���-���-����� or seQG 
orGers to 6ciSle’s 0ill� 5oXte �� Bo[ 
���� 'e.alE� 06 ������ ��� 6ciSles 
0ill 5oaG�

84Fore!: Pla\ SXtt-SXtt while 
haYiQJ a Eite to eat at the 

7iJer :ooGs-owQeG PoS6troke iQ 
7Xscaloosa� Ala�

85Hollywood under the stars:
7XrQ Eack tiPe aQG Jo to a 

GriYe-iQ PoYie at BlXe 0ooQ 'riYe ,Q 
7heater iQ *X-:iQ� Ala�
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86A view of the city: A statXe of 9XlcaQ oYerlookiQJ 
BirPiQJhaP is the worlG’s larJest cast iroQ statXe 

aQG coQsiGereG oQe of the Post PePoraEle works of ciYic 
art iQ the 8QiteG 6tates�

87Funny folks: 7ake iQ a show at the CoPeG\ ClXE 
iQ BirPiQJhaP� Ala� )eatXreG coPeGiaQs haYe 

iQclXGeG BrXce BrXce� 0arJaret Cho� Bill BellaP\� 'aYe 
ChaSSelle� CraiJ )erJXsoQ� 0ike (SSs� '/ +XJhle\� PaXl\ 
6hore� 5icke\ 6Pile\ aQG Pore�

88Blues tour: CeleErate the rich histor\ of BlXes iQ 
the area with stoSs aloQJ the 0ississiSSi BlXes 7rail� 

iQclXGiQJ the followiQJ Parkers� AEerGeeQ 0ississiSSi 
BlXes iQ AEerGeeQ� BiJ Joe :illiaPs iQ CrawforG� Black 
Prairie BlXes iQ 0acoQ� ColXPEXs 0ississiSSi BlXes iQ 
ColXPEXs� (lYis Presle\ iQ 7XSelo� +owliQ’ :olf iQ :est 
PoiQt aQG 6hake 5aJ iQ 7XSelo�

89An industrial past: BriQJ \oXr caPera aQG toXr 
the hXlkiQJ rePaiQs of 6loss )XrQaces� a forPer iroQ 

fXrQace iQ BirPiQJhaP� Ala�

90White-water thrills: *o ka\akiQJ or caQoeiQJ oQ 
Bear Creek iQ AlaEaPa� Bear Creek CaQoe 5XQ� oQ 

8�6� +iJhwa\ ��� +ackleEXrJ� Ala�

91Here lies Ole Red: 9isit the worlG’s oQl\ cooQ GoJ 
cePeter\ seYeQ Piles west of 7XscXPEia oQ 8�6� 

+iJhwa\ ��� 

92A house party like no other: 9isit the 1eshoEa 
CoXQt\ )air� a 0ississiSSi traGitioQ that iQclXGes 

Solitical sSeech-PakiQJ� froQt Sorch YisitiQJ aQG olG-tiPe 
fXQ� +elG iQ late JXl\� earl\ AXJXst iQ PhilaGelShia� :hile 
iQ towQ Yisit :illiaPs Brothers 6tore� a thriYiQJ olG-tiPe 
JeQeral store�

93Civil War History: /earQ aEoXt the Battle of 
6hiloh at the CoriQth CiYil :ar ,QterSretiYe CeQter�

94Sick beats: 9isit the *raPP\ 0XseXP iQ 
CleYelaQG for iQteractiYe e[hiEits aQG PePoraEilia� 

telliQJ the stor\ of the *raPP\s aQG 0ississiSSi PXsic� 
(QMo\ a slice of craft Si]]a GowQtowQ at /eQa Pi]]a � 
BaJels�

95High cotton: 6SeQG the QiJht iQ lX[Xr\ at the 
AllXYiaQ +otel aQG 6Sa iQ *reeQwooG aQG take a 

class at the 9ikiQJ CookiQJ 6chool�

96Read up: :hile iQ *reeQwooG� stoS E\ oQe 
of 0ississiSSi’s fiQest iQGeSeQGeQt Eookstores� 

7XrQ5ow Books�

97Southern lit: 6iS lePoQaGe aQG reaG a :illiaP 
)aXlkQer QoYel oQ the EalcoQ\ at 6TXare Books� 

oYerlookiQJ the 6TXare iQ 2[forG�

98Hold on: :hile there areQ’t PaQ\ Slaces to 
PoXQtaiQ cliPE aroXQG here� BirPiQJhaP� Ala� 

featXres PXltiSle cliPEiQJ J\Ps�

99Small-town charm: 9isit the sSecialt\ shoSs aQG 
art Jalleries iQ GowQtowQ 1orthSort� Ala�

100All aboard: 7he cit\ of APor\ celeErates its 
histor\ as aQ iPSortaQt railroaG hXE� coPSlete 

with a rail car e[hiEit� at the APor\ 5eJioQal 0XseXP� 
��� 7hirG 6treet 6oXth� APor\� �Bill’s +aPEXrJers is also 
aQ e[celleQt Slace to JraE a slXJEXrJer� *ooJle it��

101B’ham museums: 0ake a Ga\ of it aQG heaG to 
the PXseXPs� <oX haYe three to choose froP� 

7he CiYil 5iJhts ,QstitXte� 7he 0c:aQe 6cieQce ,QstitXte 
�for chilGreQ� aQG the BirPiQJhaP 0XseXP of Art�

#90: Bear Creek Canoe Run in Hackleburg, Ala.
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