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THREE COLUMBUS LOCATIONS
308 Shoney Drive
7626 Hwy. 45 North      
903 Alabama Street

TWO NEW HOPE LOCATIONS
70 Beatty Road
4504 Hwy. 69 South

662-327-4236 • friendlycitymini.com
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D o you smell that? I think there might be a new chicken 
joint opening in Colum-
bus this month. Slim Chickens, located 

at 1923 Hwy 45 N., will 
finally be opening on April 24, Manager Chris 

Wooley said. Wooley told me he and his crew are excit-ed about the opening and are putting some finishing touches on the 
restaurant. The final leg of the journey includes setting 

up the restaurant’s sig-nage, putting food menus 
on the drive-thru and inside the restaurant, as 

well as stocking the pan-
try and refrigerator with 
fresh chicken, french fries and all manner of delicious products. “There is a lot of work 

that still needs to be done,” Wooley said. “But 
we’re not expecting any 
other pushbacks.” Moving away from the 

hungrier side of Colum-
bus, 2n1 Connections, a cell phone repair and beauty fashion business, 

has moved from its loca-
tion at 201 Alabama St. 
in the Gateway Shopping 
Center to a new building 
at 618 Alabama St. for more space and to add on 

more beauty products. Owner Mo Hamed said the move happened 
in mid-March, and with 
the extra space the busi-
ness has increased some 
of this fashion wear, in-cluding school uniforms, 

wigs of every kind and even nursing scrubs. Hamed said the business started at its old location in 2013, but 
after 10 years, he felt it 

was time to expand. 
“We saw the building for sale, and we’ve been look-ing around Columbus for another loca-tion,” Hamed said. “We just outgrew the location. It was just too small and we were running out of 

space to put stuff.”But the building it left 
behind might still have some fight in it. Hamed said he is con-

sidering turning the old 
spot into the cell phone 
repair and maintenance 
hub for the business, which could leave more 

room at its current location for even more beauty wear, though nothing has been set in 
stone yet. “I’m planning on renovating it and just cleaning it up,” he said. 

“I still have the lease until January. So we are 
not sure exactly what we’ll do with it. I might 

make it the repair center 
and that’s kind of what I’m shooting for, but it’s 

not 100 percent.” Moving to StarkVegas, 
a new nutrition and diet-
ing business is opening 
soon. 

Nurse Practitioner Melissa Vinson will open 
Whole Body Clinics, a nu-
trition and dieting clinic, 
by May 1 at 854 Hwy 12 
W. next to the recently opened Planet Fitness.Vinson, who has opened two other clinics 

in Oxford and Tupelo, said she decided to bring 
the business to Starkville 
after receiving a lot of patients from the Golden 

Triangle, making the home of the bulldogs a perfect fit for her. “When I opened up in Oxford, people were 

driving from Starkville just to come into my clinic and then even in Tupelo, people were coming from Starkville,” she said. “So I figured since there was such a need here that we 
would go ahead and open 
a location.” Currently, Vinson is looking for about five hands to work at the clinic, and those interest-

ed can reach out to her 
to apply. 

In other Starkville-re-
lated news, Steven Conner, former owner of Chromatix On Main Salon, is returning to the 

hair business with Posh 
Hair Salon and Dry Bar, 
located at 500 Russell St. Conners said the salon 

opened April 6 and has 
been a dream come true, 
especially since he was 
itching to get back in the 
game. 

For those interested 
in getting their hair done 
simply washed and blown 
out at the dry bar, you can schedule an appoint-

ment through Google or by messaging the business on its Facebook 
page. 

Finally, my friends, Dolce, an artisan gelato 
shop located at 509 Uni-
versity Drive, is expand-
ing its menu and setting 
new breakfast hours. The restaurant will now be open from 8 a.m. 

to 9 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, and until 10 
p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday, as of April 2. Dolce also added bagels and breakfast sandwiches in March and 

now serves cold foam lattes, which are espres-
so drinks with frothed milk. Personally, I’m itching to try Jesse’s Girl, 

a caffeinated mixture of 
chocolate and cinnamon, 
and nothing could be better over ice. Well, folks, it’s time to 

hit the dusty trail on this 
edition of Goings on With 
Grant. Make sure to check back in next week 

with more goings on in business. Dispatch reporter Grant 
McLaughlin writes about 
business openings and closings, as well as other unique business news. Send business tips to biz@cdispatch.com.

Slim Chickens opens April 24
PLUS: New nutrition, dieting business moving into Starkville

Grant McLaughlin
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BY JOSH FUNK AP Business Writer

OMAHA, Neb. — The 
Biden administration is 
urging U.S. meat proces-
sors to make sure chil-
dren aren’t being illegally 
hired to perform danger-
ous jobs at their plants.The call comes after an 

investigation found more 
than 100 kids working 
overnight for a company 
that cleans slaughterhous-
es, handling dangerous 

equipment like skull split-
ters and razor-sharp bone 
saws.

Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack sent a let-
ter Wednesday to the 18 
largest meat and poultry 
producers urging them to 
examine the hiring prac-
tices at their companies 
and suppliers. The letter 
is part of a broader effort 
by the administration to 
crack down on the use of 
child labor. 

US urges meat companies to ensure they don’t use child labor
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