
December 17,2013

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE
STARKVTLLE/OKTIBBEHA CONSOLIDATBD SCHOOL DISTRICT

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

ADMINISTRATIVE

1. Oktibbeha County School District and Starkville School District unite, combine and
merge all fiscal, structural and human resources in an equitable manner to provide the
best educational opportunities for all students.

2. Develop a transition plan for the 2014-2015 school year,to include but not be limited to,
the consolidation of the following programs:

(a) Athletic programs and student organizations
(b) Bus routes

(c) Curriculum consistent with Common Core State Standards
(d) Districts' business offices and financial accounting software
(e) Federal programs

(f) Food service
(g) Safety crisis plan
(h) Special education programs.

Develop a long-term plan for 2015 andbeyond.

3. East and West Oktibbeha County Elementary Schools will remain in Oktibbeha County.

4. Starkville Elementary Schools grades K-6 will remain in Starkville as presently
configured.

5. Starkville Municipal School District students will attend schools in Starkville except
Alternative School students will be housed in a location to be determined.

6. Mascot, Colors, Logos

(a) The new consolidated school district will continue to retain the identity of the
Starkville District such as mascot, colors, logos, etc.

(b) A committee with representation from Oktibbeha County and Starkville will
collaborate to determine the mascot, colors, logos, etc. within the first year of
consolidation.

(c) Collaboration of mascot, colors, logos, etc.



7. For the 2014-2015 school year the Superintendent of Starkville District will be given

authority [permission] to inspect all facilities of Oktibbeha County School District and to

have full access to all books and records, including financial records, student records, and

employee records of Oktibbeha County School District fat times approved by the

Conservator].

8. Oktibbeha County School District administrators [and Conservator] will attend the

Starkville administrators meetings during 2014-2015 school year.

9. Oktibbeha County School District students in grades 9-12 take courses in Starkville
available during first block on space-available basis.

10. Starkville School District, with cooperation of Oktibbeha County School District, will
take the lead in developing budget, consolidated federal program applications, operations,

special education IEP's and E-Rate [for the 2015-2016 school year to be developed

during the 2014-2015 school yearl.

1 1. Do not use attendance lines to address crowding issues when it has not been determined

that relaxing this approach will lead to conditions that are unfavorable for the learning

process.

12. Oktibbeha County School District adopts for its employees the same insurance and

benefit programs as Starkville School District on October 1,2014 so that such programs

mirror each other prior to consolidation.

13. The Oktibbeha County Conservator and the Starkville School District Superintendent will
develop a plan to jointly evaluate faculty from both districts to ensure normalized
evaluations during 2014,leading to fair decisions regarding personnel decisions for 2015.

14. Expand Parents for Public Schools, Foundation for Public Education and other education
support organizatrons in Starkville to include parents and public education supporters
from the Oktibbeha County district.

15. Establish a community-wide orgarization comprised of business leaders, religious
leaders, educators, parents and others to support expansion ofpre-kindergarten education
opportunities to all four year olds in Oktibbeha County.

16. Increase support for public education from business leaders and others, working with the
Greater Starkville Development Partnership to build effective involvement of the
community in the schools.



1.

LEGISLATIVE

Consider adjusting name of the school district to consider advantages and disadvantages

of different designations.

Selection of school district leadership/composition of board
. Appointed Superintendent / Elected 5 person board

Board of Supervisors

(a) Legislative mandate for continued support from Board of Supervisors to the extent of
no less than what is currently provided [including, but not limited to, financial.l.

(b) Confirm that in accordance with Miss. Code Section3T-9-7} that County Board of
Supervisors provides office, fumishing, utilities for office for superintendent of new

consolidated school district. [Suggest requesting an AG opinion.]

That2016 expiring term board member remain in place until January 2017. In November

of 2016, an election will be held for a board member who resides outside of the

incorporated municipal limits in the manner prescribed in Section 37-7-203. The elected

board member would take office for a five (5) year term beginning January 1,2017.

For the initial three (3) years following the administrative consolidation required by this

section, the State Department of Education shall grant a waiver of accountability and

state assessment requirement to the Starkville Consolidated School District ffi
student pepulatien effi

n the

performance and accountability-rating model.

Oktibbeha County School District is authorized to contribute funds to improvements of
Starkville buildings to accommodate Oktibbeha County School District students, e.g.,

expansion of Starkville High cafeteria and renovations necessary to permit occupation of
Overstreet School.

Statutory authority be given to Oktibbeha County School District Conservator to seek a

reverse bond referendum to provide Oktibbeha County School District means to finance

$10 million to assist in putting Oktibbeha County School District buildings in condition
equivalent to Starkville's and to create more equitable tax burdens between the two
school districts.
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6.
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The Oktibbeha County School District Conservator be mandated to issue.&OTear 3-mil
note lely to fund repairs to Oktibbeha County School District's two elementary schools

to bring them equivalent to Starkville elementary schools.

8.DesignatetheStarkvilleConsolidatedSchoolDistrictaSade@t
that will, in partnership with Mississippi State University, establish best practices in

education that will be shared with other districts throughout the state to strengthen

educational achievement of all pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade students in
Mississippi. Cl(r{va-(Irv 5.t6-+--k-^'lb

,,0 &O
9. Provide[$9 million in funding to the Starkville Consolidated School District and

Mississippi State University for construction of a new 6-7 grade school to achieve a

successful consolidation. The new school will include facilities and equipment that will
be used by the Mississippi State University Hlegee'Ffuitrrrto
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10. Pr""id6#million for construction and $1 million annually in operating costs for five
years to Mississippi State University and the Starkville Consolidated School District for
establishment and operation of a quality pre-kindergarten program for all four year olds

in Oktibbeha County. The pre-kindergarten program will be created as a demonstration

project with a goal of expanding pre-kindergarten in other counties throughout the state,

ultimately achieving universal availability of quality pre-kindergarten education for all
four-year-olds in Mississippi by 2025.

Adopt legislation allowing the Oktibbeha County School District to issue school

improvement bonds through a reverse referendum to provide local funding for
construction, repairs and updates to facilities necessary for successful consolidation of the

Starkville and Oktibbeha County school districts.

11.

FINANCE

. l. The State Legislature provides financial assistance to the new consolidated school

district.

Request $1 million appropriation to be considered during the 2014 Legislative Session

This should come from a new funding source that does not impact current funding

streams.

Recommend that the State of Mississippi provide funds to construct new school(s) or

make additions to existing schools to implement the Commission's consolidation plan.

2.

3.



4. Request Legislature to authorize matching bond funds up to 20 million dollars paid with
an annual allocation or appropriation through the life of the bond. To be included in state

bond package.

/ Increase debt limit cap to 20o/o of countywide assess valuation with the inclusion of the r

reverse referendum option when pursuing issuance of General Obligation Bonds. * 
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6. 3-mil note

(a) Oktibbeha will issue a 3-mill note for improvements at the East and West

Oktibbeha County Elementary Schools.

Issue a 3-mi11 note to partially fund repairs for the elementary schools.

Provide at least $14 million funding for construction, repair, and upgrades required for a
successful consolidation by issuing bonds through a reverse referendum in the Oktibbeha
County District and through an additional 3 mill assessment in the Oktibbeha County
School District as authorized by current law.

Oktibbeha County Board of Supervisors provide office space and pay office expenses
annually for a Starkville Consolidated School District office to house School
Superintendent and other administrative staff.

FACILITIES

Campuses (wherever they may be) for elementary students be renovated and repaired.

PERSONNEL

Retain all staff and personnel positions at current combined numbers of both districts.

Retain all staff in both districts for the first year of consolidation.

DESEGREGATION CASES

l. Representation

(a) The Attorney General of Mississippi represents the two districts in their respective

desegregation cases to obtain approval from federal court of modified desegregation

order for new consolidated district.

for both districts will

(b)

7.

8.

1.

2.
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Kdismissal o from the ral court.



2. The State of Mississippi will provide funding costs that federal court may impose on

consolidated district through modified desegregation order.

3. Seek Federal Court approval prior to implementation.


